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It worked once before, it should work again, right?



I would like to take this time to thank everyone involved in this.

But that part comes at the end of the book, not here in the dedication.



Quick NOTES ON THE
SECOND EB0OK EDITION

This is the second edition of the eBook version of the Chapter Three book. In a similar
manner to the second eBook Chapter Two book, most of this is just the notes from the second
physical Chapter Three book glommed onto notes detailing the differences between the eBook
and physical versions. It is understandable if you need to re-read that sentence a couple times to
figure out what I said. A lot of what I'm about to say here might seem awfully repetitive if
you've read the second edition of the Chapter Two book, but there's always some chance you
jumped right into Chapter Three without going through Chapter Two for some reason, so hey.

Why a second edition? The short version is that the first edition was 8"x10'2" due to it
originally being made for a service that closed down right before I was going to use it but after I
had it all laid out. I wasn't in the mood at that point to make sure it worked with a more
"standard" size, so I was stuck with what seems to be referred to by print-on-demand places as a
"custom" size, which seriously reduced my choices in who would accept it. Now it's early
2021, global-pandemic-induced cabin fever's setting in, and I decided to take the time to
reformat it into an 8'2"x11", US-Letter-sized second edition. A4 was an option, but nah.

That's the main difference: Everything's been reformatted to fit US Letter pages. As this
is slightly larger than what I had before, this means all the comics are slightly larger and there's
a little bit more space for commentary and sketches alongside them. Unlike with the Chapter
Two book, though, I designed all the full-bleed pages in the digital domain, and going over the
originals, I apparently did so much more tightly to the original 8"x10%2" size. So, I had to make
some edits to make sure they still covered the full bleed size without stretching. Chances are
you won't even notice, but | figured I'd mention it. T at least had the feasible option of editing
things to fit this time around, so I consider that a win.




Otherwise, the comics themselves are unchanged. The re-texting I did the first time
stands as it did, and the art's the same, too. Same goes with the not-full-bleed sketches and
such. It's just the full-bleed stuff that needed fixing. There aren't any new sketches, either.

But, again, this is the eBook version. It's all digital, virtual, minty-fresh (where
available), and effectively weightless, which means a lot of the compromises I had to make in
the physical realm for weird comics don't need to be here. Comics split between two pages have
been rejoined into one, empty pages are removed, and that one annoying comic where I
extablished Front Spiral in the Healing Springs isn't rotated (the page itself is landscape
instead). It all makes a lot more sense digitally, trust me. Though the super-tall comic where
Alex is in the alchemy lab is still split up on-page, because that doesn't look right super-tall
anyway.

Like with the Chapter Two second edition, I also went through all the commentary to
reword, rework, tweak, nudge, update, and futz with it until it was all largely more better-ish. I
hope all of it reads smoother now. The introduction also got reworked slightly, though it's still
largely a series of rambling paragraphs that primarily devolve into me reciting lists of comma-
separated things. It's not the same level of revamp Chapter Two got where I added a whole new
paragraph for 2021.

Once again, if you're keeping track of that sort of thing, the page numbers on the bottom
line up with the first edition (first physical edition; thus, there may be some weird numbering
discrepancies where two split pages got merged into one). Then this addendum adds more
pages, but the numbering still starts at the page which kicks off the chapter proper.

Finally, I said this before in the Chapter Two book, but it bears repeating: Thanks for
reading and hopefully enjoying the DoM. It's been a long road, it's definitely not done yet, and
it means a lot having others along for the ride. At time of writing, Chapter Eight is nearing its
conclusion, and I'm getting it done, and it'll be great. I'm far from done yet.

Also, it's really weird writing this like a week or so after I wrote the addendum for
Chapter Two, especially since the original two books were a few years apart.

-Nicholas Killewald







INTRODUCTION

The idea of making a printed collection of a webcomic is sort of a weird one when you
think about it.

I mean, consider what webcomics are for a second: They're like print comics, just more,
well, web-ish. On the web, for instance, you don't have the restrictions of paper. There's no
need to make sure the panel layout fits on a standard 84"x11" US-Letter-sized page, just to pick
an arbitrary size out of thin air. You've got as much space as your readers are willing to scroll
through, or, conversely, as little as you might need without worrying about wasted empty space
on a printed page. You can toy with layouts and structure to your heart's content, experiment
with crazy designs that would be impossible on any physical medium, enhance it with animation
and music, even make it a directly interactive experience in more complex ways than asking the
reader to turn to page 181 if they want to poke the dragon with the stick they found earlier (don't
actually try that with this book).

The limits of the medium itself aren't the only thing. Publishing on the web allows you to
get your content up and in front of your readers with the click of a button (and the filling of a
network transfer progress bar) without the need to print copies and distribute them yourself or
hand them off to a distributer. With that comes immediate feedback; you don't have to wait for
printing and shipping for people to tell you what you did right or wrong once you've finished,
moreso if you need to make your comics months in advance to allow for physical distribution on
a national or worldwide scale. Plus, you get to decide on your own schedule, your own style,
your own presentation, and your own content, all free from the meddling hands of marketing
departments and editors (for better or for worse), not to mention the ease of quickly fixing typos
and other mistakes without having to re-issue new editions of a book.

It's easy to see why webcomiccing is an incredible draw for creative types who don't
necessarily need to make money off of their art and statistically probably never will. It's fast,
convenient, flexible, and it hits a wide audience in perhaps the easiest way in recorded history.

And yet, many webcomic authors still leap at the opportunity to make print versions of
their comics.



Oh, sure, it's a great way to get neat extra content out there in a way that doesn't involve
directing your readers to new sections of your website, sections you have to maintain going
forward. Most authors stuff their books full of bonus artwork, sketches, and sometimes even
medium-length rambling essays about imaginary, exaggerated versions of 1998 and 2002 where
there was a highly-popular webcomic called The Tales of Trevor Turducken and the Teutonic
Terror of Tannhauser. They write commentary on past comics, giving fans insight, personal
context, snarky self-deprecating remarks, and egotistical blather the whole way through. Some
even take the opportunity to fix more glaring mistakes and inconsistencies that have sat, maybe
unnoticed, for years. There's usually far more involved than just putting existing images in a
layout program and pressing the Export-To-PDF button. And it's not just the authors who want
to do it; the fans frequently ask for printed books of webcomics, complete with all the extra stuff
I mentioned, so it's not like making a book is a wasted effort. People just like them.

But it's still weird to think about taking a work that was designed for something a certain
sector of the population take delight in smugly reminding you is "modern" and making it work
in something those same people would like to snidely remind you is much older. You have to
make sure each comic originally designed with virtually no restrictions in layout or size fits on
the same size pages as any other comic in the book. If your comic already has commentary
that's integral to the experience, you have to go over every part of it to see if it still works
without any external links you might have used that were perfectly natural to include when you
were making it for the web. Do those links you used years ago even still work anymore? Are
they even necessary or relevant? And what about interactivity? Do you have the slightest clue
how you're going to handle any comic where you added animation or sound just because you
could? Did you make Easter eggs in Flash all that time ago that you need to somehow put on
paper now? And can you really justify to your readers having to pay around twenty to thirty
bucks (USD, plus shipping) for something like this*?

Why would someone want to go through all that when they already have a perfectly
acceptable medium where they don't have to worry about it, and in fact have been doing a pretty
good job not worrying about it all this time?

*: Turns out, it actually costs a surprisingly high amount of money to run off a print-on-demand copy of a 200+

page, full-color book.
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A few years back, I decided to go through exactly all that for Chapter Two of the DoM
(minus the parts about animation, sound, and interactivity). Like I mentioned in the first book, it
took me a while to come to that decision, partially because of the reasons I mentioned above
(again, minus the animation, sound, and interactivity parts; don't ask how any of this is supposed
to look animated). Even besides the fact that I'd have to start in Chapter Two, I did ask myself
why it was a good idea. I mean, really, my readers were the ones asking me for it, and I felt it'd
be a cool thing to make for them (and they sort of deserved it after putting up with all my usual
delays), and I kinda liked the idea of having my own physical book that I made myself, but I
still found myself wondering about it.

So why did I, personally, make the final call to make the book?
Well, because it turns out it was fun.

Turns out it really was an interesting creative challenge to arrange everything I had into a
paper layout. I got to learn a new tool; now I'm at least reasonably confident in how Scribus
works, sort of. Figuring that out also taught me a few tips about how things work with book
layouts. Making commentary forced me to look over every strip [ made in Chapter Two to
remember neat tidbits about them, and that brought it more into focus how far I've come in my
art and writing since then. And, of course, coming up with a bunch of new sketches to pepper
the chapter was a lot of fun as I watched the book slowly evolve into a real, actual thing.

And at the end of it all, following a couple proofs, nitpicking analyses, and that silly set of
pictures I uploaded to the site, I had something I could hold in my hands, something I could
reasonably say I created, something that took up actual space in the physical world, something
that I could show off to my friends without starting a PDF viewer or web browser, and
something that I thought looked good. All said, I thought that was really really cool.

I didn't make much money off it, but it was still a lot of fun, so I did it again for Chapter
Three. In the process, I picked up a few more tricks, took this opportunity to learn some of how
Krita worked, did a lot more tablet work than I ever have, and created a new intro made up
primarily of rambling paragraphs that frequently involve me reciting lists of things, something |
didn't notice until just now. And now, you hold the results of that work in your hands™,

**: Ignore that last part if you're reading the PDF version.
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The point is, making a book can be a nifty creative project for artists or people like me
who can pass as artists in a pinch. And really, that's all a lot of us are here for. It's why we
started drawing stuff, after all.

Okay, others actually need to make books and other merchandise as a vital income source
and they just happen to enjoy it, and they might not enjoy the financial stability of a day job...
y'know, let's just hand it off to my cartoonish doppelgédnger on the next page over there and I'll
try to sort this out later. Maybe I'll come up with a different sort of intro for the next book, one
which I won't make specifically to resemble the intro from the first book at first glance.

-Nicholas Killewald
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Hello! Thanks again
Por picking up the
second of the Dementia
oP Magic books!

I really hope you read
the Pirst book and are
otherwise Pamiliar with
MY comic, else this will
get somewhat awkward
in a hurry.

This BECOND book covers the )

EHIFD cl&apt.er' f‘_E'-'or- reasons l |
already went over in the .
pinst bopi? and don't Peel like [N’ Peaured the trip o
bringing vp again. torned into a trip to

the Healing springs in
the Par north.

Lineta Hall's the important part. This covers the
story of the original Pollowers of Lineta, the Pall oP
the temple, the rise of the hall as a Pantasy

storehouse oP wisdom sort of thing...

...this was a lot More of a worldy-buildy sort of
chapter compared to Chapter TWo.

This was also where I started getting more comPorsable with vsing lif Bub that's not what's important right;
color, Where I experimented more with digital composition, and r.'uﬂ now. Right now, let's start ofP with a
art style stabilized a lot more closer to how My modern comics look. [l "eview of what happened (ast book.

I don't get a chance to gesture to
the next paﬁe very oPten when I do
this on the web, 50 I'M taking
advantage of it now.




N

/’

This i5 CY. He's the captain We only Pound out that (ast Ear-t We also learned that he and Phinn
oP 8apphire squad in the Landisﬂj aPter a pub brawl revealed that knew each other back in Yuulor,
Boyal APMF and an elf Prom he wasn't just a rather tall, and that Cy's been away Prom
Youlor Forest. skinny human, which apparentiy the Porest Por many years.

happens once in a While.

'LUV

Long story short, he Pled Youlor
doring a sudden attack by a
soul Golem, of all things.

Unrelated, this is stephanie. She's

For starters, she poisoned the
flot exactly @ pleasant person to water at the Perfect Equinox

Festival at Castle Landis.

&)

\
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Eventually, that ended with a
not-well-planned Pight scene that
saw stephanie dead. Matt is
not exactly proud oP this.
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That part remains unr'esolve
: L N ———
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Matt Pollowed her to a grove
Where he came across Simon, a
Man she managed to turn into a
large walking Prog.

@Got all that? Good, becauvse...
well, it turns out those two don't
have any bearing on what's about
to happen in Chapter Three.
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Now, we know Prom Chapter Five
that didn't stick, but Matt doesn't.
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our main cast met him over the
winter where he halP-Pinished a
spell on Matt.

This guy, however, does. His name is
Marzos. He hails Prom the Healin
Springs Par to the north, and he is

one of the Most; experienced mages

in the known world.

I
Around sprinﬂtime. that spell
took ePPect. Alex, acting on her
Mentor's advice, set to work
trying to vndo it.

In the end, it turned out all right,

and we'll just, leave it at thab. also an incredibly wise mage and

also Prom the Healing 5prings,
recoghized the work of Marzos.

80, When he tried opening a portal
to worlds unknown, they Pelt it
wise to maybe say something.

In the end, they managed to seal
him away, conPident they wouldn't
have to deal with him again.

vii

However, 8althalus, Alex's mentor,  |3he and others knew Marzos back

in the Springs. A man of reckless
ambition, he wornried everyone
With his studies.

But, of course, the Pact that he
clearly managed to get Pree is
very troubling to salthalvs, and
as We begin Chapter Three, she
wants answers...




Now that we're caught vp,
just @ Pew Pinal notes
bePore we begin.

Just let Me dig out...

N

I mean, I vsvally vse it Por
¢leanup work anyway, but this
time, every extra sketch in
the book* was tablet-drawn
Prom scratich!

*: Besides the Pike Crab; you'll see.

——

Rather than the grainy scanned sketches Prom the Pirst book, this time You're getting crisper, cleaner
drawings that started entirely in the digital domain. A lot of them came directly From me experimenting with
art and ePPect techniques in krita, like, 5ay, how magic looks. I'm still working out some of the kinks in it,
but You can see how it's evolving throughout the book, iP You can Pigure out in what order I drew everything.
HINT 1: This intro and the cover came last!

HINT 2: I Porgot in what order I made them, myselP.

Like last time, I redid the text Por every
strip. I had to do it For a bunch of strips
early in the chapter For the same reasons
as bePore, and then I had to keep going to
maintain consistency. It's not nearly as
noticeable this time around, though.

And Pinally, once again the comenb@
assumes You're Pamiliar with the comic
and has spoilers vp to and includin
Chapter Seven. Some comments might
not Make sense iP you haven't rew

OP course, some oF these comments
probably only r'eaflg Make sense
to Me anyway, so there's that.
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CHAPTER THREE:
THE POWER OF WISDOM,
THE WispoM OF POVWER




...but, THIS side oP And that's how a network oP
the coin is TAILS. trust works in a shared-key Anyway, let's
authentication system.
Ahaaaaaaa...

Y

IN ANCIENT TIMES, A GROUP OF PEOPLE
REGULARLY GATHERED TO DISCUSS WHATEVER
NMEEDED DISCUSSING. THEY GATHERED
WHEREVER THEY COULD WITH ANYONE WHO
WAS AROUND AND WILLING TO JOIN THE
DISCUSSION.

THEY CAME FROM ALL WALES OF LIFE.
MAGES, TOOLSMITAS, WARRIORS, FARMERS,
ALL SORTS GATHERED TO TRADE SRILLS,
CONCEPTS, TECHNIQUES, AND IDEAS.

THESE PEOPLE WERE THE FIRST FOLLOWERS
OF LINETA, GODDESS OF WISDOM.

THOUGH THEY WERE INCREDIBLY DIVERSE,
THEY ALL SHARED ONE THING IN COMMON:
A LOVE OF KNOWLEDGE AND THE DESIRE
TO SHARE SAID KNOWLEGE WITH OTHERS.




I sometimes get the urge to actually try to concoct a way to explain a network of trust in a
shared-key authentication system that ends with the difference between heads and tails on a
coin. Thankfully, those thoughts never go anywhere.

Here we are! Chapter Three! It's happening again! And it's starting with a full-bleed (relative
to the image bounds, not these pages), full-color introduction! How about that? Unfortunately,
image-size bleeds don't quite work out as well when printed in a book (please ignore the fact
that this is a PDF meant for digital reading). 1 did a few bleeds like this in the chapter, and I
designed them all around web viewing, so they may not look exactly the way you'd expect
here. If I ever do the Chapter One redraw, I'll make actual page-sized bleeds.

This chapter heavily features Lineta Hall, the closest thing the DoM world has to a storehouse of
ancient wisdom or what-have-you. And how does such a storehouse fit in with the usual DoM
tomfoolery? We're about to find out! Join us on this journey! Well, me. Join me on this
journey.

See the girl in the lower-left of the ring there? The brown-haired one with the red and yellow
shirt? That would be Charlene (aka "Charlie"), resident pyro of Chris Paluszek's old webcomic,
Carzorthade. Shame the website's dead (as per this writing), but fortunately, he's still in the
comic/cartoonery business. Just, professionally now. He works with studios and everything.
Now that I think about it, Charlie's not the only member of Carzorthade I hid in this chapter, but
more on that later.




SOME STUDIED THE MEANINGS
OF ANCIENT TEXTS HANDED DOWN
BY THE ELDERS.

s

As WORSHIPPERS LIKE THESE DO, THEY EVENTUALLY BUILT A TEMPLE
TO THEIR DEITY, THE FRONT DOOR OF WHICH IS SHOWN. IT EXTENDS
A WAYS BACK AND TO THE SIDES. IT'S BIG, THIS IS JUST A LoUSY
ANGLE. THE TEMPLE WAS BUILT IN A BEAUTIFUL LAKE SOMEWHERE
SOUTHWEST OF MODERN-DAY BREZNIAL.

/

OF COURSE, GIVEN THE AREA IN WHICH THEIR
GODDESS SPECIALIZES, THEY DID NOT WORSHIP
HER BY TRADITIONAL MEANS. THE TEMPLE WAS
MORE A COMBINATION RESEARCH LAB AND
LIBRARY DESIGNED TO ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE.
WHATEVER THERE WAS TO LEARN, THE TEMPLE
OF LINETA WAS THE PLACE TO LEARN IT.

STILL OTHERS EVEN WORKED ON
BASIC MECHANICAL DESIGN AND
CONSTRUCTION TO MAKE PEOPLE S

DAILY LIVES EASIER.

OTHERS RESEARCHED MAGIC
IN ITS VARIOUS FORMS AND
HOW TO BEST APPLY IT.

SOME THINGS, OF COURSE,
WERE LEARNED MORE SLOWLY
THAN OTHERS. NoBoDy
REALLY KNEW WHAT THIS
THING WAS SUPPOSED TO DO.




I did a lot more digital composition this time around. You can tell I'm having too much fun with
layers here.

Like I said in the previous book, I don't do too much directly involving the deities of the DoM
world. It's a story about people, not gods, after all. So in general, when I'm going into a story
about someone titled "Lineta, Goddess of Wisdom", you know it's not going in the usual
direction this sort of thing goes. Like here, for starters. How ELSE would you expect a bunch
of worshippers to praise a "Goddess of Wisdom" other than a rigorous schedule of research and
experimentation?

Also note that an ersatz storehouse of ancient wisdom in a fantasy world can have things
OTHER than powerful magic artifacts and insane mechanical contraptions otherwise lost to the
ages. It can very well have mundane things like improved ergonomics, forgotten literature,
agricultural advancements, and nifty stained glass. It's not all world-ending power the heroes
are in a mad rush to protect, then inevitably destroy because they believe the world isn't ready
for it yet.
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SUPERIOR MEDICINE WAS CREATED, TO
THE POINT WHERE TO THIS DAY CLERICS
AND HEALERS STILL CARRY THE CREST OF
LINETA AS THEIR SYMBOL.

NEW TECHNOLOGIES WERE DEVELOPED,
MANY OF WHICH STILL DON'T EXIST
IN MODERN TIMES.
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Sounds great. 5o what's
the inevitable problem?

GENERATIONS LIVED IN THE TRANQUILITY AND
PEACE OF THE TEMPLE GROUNDS, ALL RESEARCHING,
LEARNING, AND DISCOVERING THE WORLD IN THE
NAME OF THEIR GODDESS, LINETA.

THE TEMPLE ALSD BECAME A
CULTURAL CENTER FOR PEOPLE THE
WORLD OVER, ALL WITH A DESIRE
TO DISCOVER AND LEARN.

Well, there's this thing
about the deities in the
DoM, You see.

AND OME DAY, ONE SUCH MESSENGER
APPEARED. [T INFORMED THEM THAT
THERE ACTUALLY WAS No LINETA,

GODDESS OF WISDOM, AND SORRY FOR
THE CONFUSION AND INCONVEMNIENCE.

EVERY 50 OFTEN, THEY SEND |
OUT MESSENGERS TO, WELL,
DELIVER MESSAGES.

The Pollowers didn't
take this well.




Look! On the label on the jar on the shelf in the second panel! It's Bean Man! Bean Man,
everyone! And there's Captain Spam in the fourth panel! I'm not even going to try to come up
with a reasonable explanation for him being there!

As indicated, the Linetan icon is the general "medical symbol" in the DoM world, or at least
anywhere the followers of Lineta have influenced. You know, a medical symbol, like the Rod of
Asclepius or the Caduceus. You may have noticed it on the bags the clerics in Landis had at the
end of the previous chapter.

This is also the first time we see a beach elf, right there in the third panel. I'll get to them in
more detail later in this book. They get discussed a lot more in the next chapter, come to think
of'it. This particular example isn't wearing traditional beach elf attire, though.

I'm pretty sure around now is when I was re-reading the Jargon File/New Hacker's Dictionary
again. I say this because that's the age-old PDP-era comic hero Crunchly on the wall behind
me. The ancient computer world was apparently a much different place.

You can say what you will about the concepts of religion and deities in the real world, but in
fantasy worlds where such concepts are undeniably real, it's entirely possible that those deities
might wind up pulling you aside for a quick chat about how the goddess you're worshipping
doesn't, y'’know, exist and all. Now, the implication is that the followers of Lineta had been at
this for a very, very long time before this happened. I guess the gods were just busy all this
time. Or maybe they just wanted to see how it would play out.

I like the messenger's little shrug, there. It's like, no hard feelings and all.

Huh. I wonder what those two in the third panel are looking at.

X 9Cuablex
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THE USUALLY RATIOMAL LINETAN WORSHIPPERS BROKE INTO
HYSTERICS OVER THE SUDDEN NEWS THAT THEIR GODDESS
HAD MEVER EXISTED IN THE FIRST PLACE. THEY LEFT THEIR
WORE I SHAMBLES.

AFTER THEY CALMED DOWN, THEY ALL AGREED TO LEAVE
THE TEMPLE AND MEVER RETURN. EACH WENT HIS OR
HER OWN WAY IN THE WORLD, TAKING SMALL PARTS OF
THEIR WISDOM WITH THEM TO LIVE SIMPLE LIVES AWAY
FROM THE MEMORIES OF THEIR RELIGION.

—

S0, THE TEMPLE REMAINED WHERE IT $TOOD,
A SILENT TRIBUTE TO PEOPLE NOT BEING ABLE
TO SEE THE FOREST FOR THE TREES.

PROTECTED FROM THE ELEMENTS BY SOME OF THE
INVENTIONS CREATED IN THE TEMPLE'S GLORY DAYS,
IT AND ITS ACCUMULATED KNOWLEDGE SAT IN THE
LAKE FOR MANY, MANY YEARS, WHERE IT SLOWLY
FADED FROM THE MINDS OF THE WORLD...

..UNTIL A SMALL GROUP OF -
EXPLORERS HAPPENED UPON ..AND SAW THE ANCIENT

IT AGAIN ONE DAY... CREATIONS CONTAINED INSIDE.




More abuse of color filters and layers. I was having way too much fun back then.

It's amazing that nobody noticed the temple all that time after the mass exodus of the (former)
followers of Lineta. You'd think word would've gotten out during their heyday. It's also
amazing that after a mass freak-out of people working with potentially dangerous magic and
mechanics that none of it went catastrophic and the whole place was still standing.

I'm not quite sure where Lineta Town eventually fits in to this scene. If you look ahead, you'll
see that the town, as it exists in the comic's modern era, is considerably larger than the area in
front of the bridge walkway to the temple here, and it sits right up against the bridge, too (the
Founders just lived in the temple itself, I guess). I mean, it's assumed that the Temple of Lineta
was active in ancient times, so it's possible that, since that time, the forest over on the edge of
the road there was completely clear-cut, but you'd think any forest elves who were heavily in the
Lineta Hall scene might have more than just a few objections to that while it happened, even if
they're a bit more progressive and less tradition-bound than most of their race.

The cliff in the foreground is too far away to have an impact on city planning, though. That part
at least makes sense.




SOON, THE TEMPLE WAS AGAIN FULL OF KNOWLEDGE-
SEERERS. THIS TIME, MOST OF THEM WERE TRYING TO
RECONSTRUCT AND DECIPHER THE SCATTERED NOTES

LEFT BEHIND BY THE FORMER WORSHIPPERS.

WITHOUT A DEITY HANDY FOR IT TO TECHNICALLY BE CALLED
A TEMPLE, THE BUILDING IS NOW KNOWN AS LINETA HALL.
MUCH OF THE HALL HAS BEEN REPAIRED OR RENOVATED

TO ACCOMODATE A NEW GENERATION OF RESEARCHERS.

INCOMPLETE, BROKEN NOTES THAT
CARPETED SOME ROOMS KNEE-DEEP.
ALL THERE TO BE DISCOVERED ANEV.
, 11

EVEN WITHOUT A GODDESS, THE NEW PEOPLE STRIVED TO LEARN
FROM THE PAST AND CONTINUE THE RESEARCH FOR THE FUTURE
WITH THE SAME PASSION THE FOLLOWERS OF LINETA ONCE HAD.

SOME LIVE HERE, OTHERS VACATION HERE. ALL OF THEM SHARE
THE SAME HUNGER FOR UNDERSTANDING AND KNOWLEDGE THAT
ONCE ECHOED THROUGH EVERY CORRIDOR MANY YEARS AGO.

TIT's JUST A MATTER OF WHAT THEY INTEND TO DO WITH SAID KNOWLEDGE.

~ X,
\

A\
CHAPTER THREE:

THE POWER OF WISDOM,
THE WispoM OF POWER
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The progression of "glass" elements in this and the past three pages is something I thought was
clever when I made it, but I guess is really hard to even notice. You start with the pristine
Temple of Lineta stained glass in the layout and the shot of the main entrance, move on to it
fading from a clear-sky blue to a disastrous red and breaking during the fall of the temple,
broken panels making up the aftermath, and here you have patched-together panels and a shot of
Lineta Hall's entrance after the reconstruction. I liked it, but there's just way too much stuff
actually happening in and around the panels for it to stand out. Ah, well.

I've gotten better at drawing candles over the years. Just doesn't feel like a fantastic home of
knowledge without dribbly candles every so often, you know? Other than the fact that, being a
home of knowledge, they've probably invented new technologies that would render candles
unnecessary and all. In fact, I don't think I drew too many of them this chapter.

"Deity" is a really weird word. I keep thinking it should be spelled "diety".
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; ineta? That sounds )
ONE DAY IN PHINN'S LIBRARY, THE FAMILIAR 'O""' Lineta J
SOUND OF THE BELL ON THE DOOR IS HEARD... great! Any reason why?

R'\nﬂ ~
i=h

Well, 4alth told me about Marzos,
this guy Matt and I met up in Terakol
a while back. Just... um... don't bring
him up to her. Trust me.

Anyway, long story short, she said she
wanted to head o0t there tio research
something on some spells she vsed
on him back in the Healing 5prings.

] Oh, hi, Alex!

Hey, Phinn! I'm just here
to pick Lp soMe maps
to get to Lineta Hall.

She was gearing up to leave today, 50 I
asked iP I covld come along, too. Then Matt
joined in, and Cesol wanted to do a long-
range test with his steam cart... Yoo

want to come With vs?

Y'know, how oPten
do you actually
leave the library?

Er... once in a while... )

Oh, I'd love to, but I don't
think I could leave the library
alone like that on short notice.

-—‘

S50

I\

I've tried to keep the inside of Phinn's library relatively consistent over time. Not like Salth's
hut, where I decided it was better off cylindrical and red as time went on.

You're going to notice an evolution of sound effects over the course of this chapter. At this
point, I was still using Paint Shop Pro for anything vector-related (text), so I just drew the sound
effects onto the panels in the original art. | had some vector effects in the previous chapter, but
those were all done in GIMP and manipulated there. After I switched to and got more
comfortable with Inkscape for text work, I started experimenting with using it for post-
production vectors as well, which turns out to be a much more flexible solution for sound
effects, and hence they went fully-vector after a while.

I doubt I'm going to eventually make the entire comic be vector-based, but you never know.
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I went with my Priend Lucien. I
think Matt's met him bePore. We
B liked to visit and hang out With the
locals while we looked arovnd the
hall. They're great people there.

Have you ever been
to Lineta, Phinn?

( Oh, sure! Back when I
lived in Youlor I vsed to
head out there.

Lucien lilked sititing arovnd the
libraries, studying translations
oP the ancient stuPP Prom the
days oP the Linetan Pollowers.
Ih% 'Ve got some amazing texts
in there.

In Pact, it was Prom those days
that I Pigured it would be Pun to
become a librarian myselP.

Stupid bookshelves. I've been over this before.

I don't know why I settled on that look for Phinn's
younger self. T can't help but think that if you tie off
your hair into pigtails, there generally isn't going to
be enough left to be shoulder-length like that. I'm
probably wrong.

Also, pay attention to that second panel. There'll be a
subtle review later.

13



T T -~

That's wh%, when I eventoally
Moved to Landis, I brought a

l bunch of books I collected and
registered with the castle to
help me set vp this library. And
here I am now! ~ A

50 what'd Lucien
wind up doing?

Well, I thought he was still
in Youlor, but I recently heard
he was traveling the world.

\ Not sure Where he is now, but-

have to wait, it sounds
like Cesol's getibing

[ Actually, that might
ready to leave...

ekl One nore \_|
try, lads, I've
dot i now! [}

Yeah, I'd better
be oPP.

I never said the DoM was an accurate representation of medieval life. Sure, there's magic and
elves and not quite so much disease and starvation, that's the obvious part. But it really starts to
show when there's slightly too modern of civic services maintained by the monarchy, like
municipal libraries outside the castle walls. Plus the fact that they apparently assist the libraries
enough by providing regional maps for loan like this. In assorted colors, too!

Though, I do like how these services DO exist, that it's natural for Alex to check out some maps

before taking off on a trip like this, and that it at least seems to be reasonably within the
technology level of the era. It's not MUCH world-building, but it's still THERE and all.
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A Pact that never
puts me at ease...

Ach, come on, lass, it'll
work this time, and
we'll be in Linet.a bePore
Y' know it/

Cool, cool. Load 'em vp,
Balth's waiting to go and
I'm s0re You heard Cesol

so0Lnds like he's almost
ready.

Yeeeeeeeeeehanhahaa ag
-'-_-"""-u._

(CAAMAAAAAAHHHHHHHHHHIL \
~_

T
78 ‘/// _
—
@ --..-’
7 o
This was the first time I tried to keep the design of Cesol's steam cart consistent, I think. It

looks a bit different from the last chapter, I know that much. And then he crashes it twice in this
chapter, one more time in Chapter Seven, and at time of writing is in the process of redesigning

And there it goes.
JUMp in, si5.

@ right, gimme a sec.Q_-

Well, bye! Have
Pun in Line-

S
—_—

it altogether.
I was also still pretty bad at poses outside standing and walking at this point (and I didn't do

those very well, either). I got better at it through the chapter. Amazingly, I didn't really get
basic posing constructs until around Chapter Six or so.
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THROUGH FORESTS, PLAINS, AND THE BORDER
SWAMP, IT'S A TEDIOUS, THOUGH NOT

NECESSARILY DANGEROUS, STRETCH OF LAND
TO CROSS.

THE ROAD FROM LANDIS TO LINETA
15 A LONG ONE.

CESOL AIMS TO GET THERE BY SUNDOWN.

AAMAAAAAAAAHHHHHHM!!!

FROM THE VILLAGE, THE TRIP GENERALLY
TAKES SIX DAYS OR MORE, INCLUDING
STOPPING TO REST OCCASIONALLY.

Hey, there's another beach elf! He's a long way from the beach.

If you're familiar with how I draw patches of grass, you know by now the usual accents I add to
make it "grassy". Namely, little jagged tufts on the ground, sometimes broken up with rocks,
signposts, and if it's in a forest, the occasional tree or stump. Here, though, we've got "tufts with
overgrown blades of grass once in a while". Going back over this chapter reminded me I used
to do that, which is why they suddenly started appearing again in Chapter Seven. Variety! A
good thing.

Also, please ignore the fact that in the first panel, it looks like Cesol ran over an ikki bird, hence

the pink/purple feathers.
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WHETHER OR NOT IT WAS A GOOD THING HE
DIDN'T MAKE IT IN A SINGLE SHOT IS LEFT
AS AN EXERCISE TO THE READER.

Darn. Didn't have
enough water Por th'
Whole trip.

And, at least we can
stret.ch our legs a bit
and check oLt this
town we stopped at.

I'd be surprised iP My
legs are still atbached

That's... that's all
right, Cesol, take
your time with it.

Yeah, I think we

¢an aPPord to stop
- Por a bit.

A Pew days, by our
original schedule...

En... @ssuming Alex
can still walk...

to my body, Prankly.

I'm aPraid to check. S

The DoM world is kinda-sorta medieval-Europey
and therefore largely made of kingdoms, yes, but
there's also large independent cities here and there
that don't operate under any crown. Or maybe |
just wanted to try my hand at European-style
packed-in buildings. Either way, the point is, |
never stopped to figure out just how far from
Landis they are right now.
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WHEREVER YOU GO, A TOWN'S MARKET SQUARE
15 A GREAT PLACE FOR A THIEF TO HANG OUT
FOR A BIT, FOR ANY OF A WIDE VARIETY OF

- REASONS.

THOUGH, IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT AN

EXPERIENCED THIEF KNOWS THE VALUE OF
TRAVELING LIGHT. LESS STUFF ON-HAND
ALLOWS FOR MORE FLEXIBILITY.

$0, EVEN WITH THE SELECTION OFFERED BY S0
MANY STANDS IN A MARKET, ONE MUST BE
SELECTIVE AND NOT SIMPLY TAKE THE FIRST,
MOST VALUABLE-LOOKING THING THAT ISN T
NAILED DOWN.

OF COURSE, EVEN THE MOST NOVICE THIEF CAN
FIGURE OUT THERE & SOME THINGS YoU JUST

PLAIN AND SIMPLY CAN'T WALK OFF WITH WITHOUT
SOMEONE NOTICING.

Look! Right behind Matt in the third panel! It's Bean Man! Bean Man, everyone!

Every once in a while I like to go through a bit of thief life with Matt, mostly because I've never
really liked the "super-mega-uber smug thief who can walk off with literally anything" trope.
Sometimes it's better to write in moderation and all.

Though, this being a market square, I don't know what Granny Crotchety in the fourth panel is
hoping to accomplish with her stand. I guess she's expecting someone to buy that?
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o
That one buried under the
Oi, [ad! Might ya have some bushes has been broken
source o' water nearby? Por years, if you want
to take a look at it.

Well, we've got a pumping

system arouvnd here. Nearest
ORKING one's on the other

side of town, though.

S, — - e
WhatZ No! Don't *
\  bell him THAT!

s

( Yeah, but aEe you sure |
= we're going to recognize
" You don't go tellin \ | it Whenhe's done?z  f

(LANG | adwarP with tools that

our water pump's broken!
C LAN(J \ What's wrong with yoo? !
/C LP«N(? .
e Y

Well, I Pigure I'm tired of walking \\
across town Por water. 4o, iP
We can get him to Pix it, all the |

\ etter, rightZ

Dy

I sort of like this girl's hat. I forget what I based it off of, but I'm pretty sure there was
something I was using as a reference. Or inspiration. Hang on, let me look it up...

Oh, wait, that's right. Romana's outfit from The Androids of Tara. It was sort of a silly hat
there, too, but I still sort of liked it.

Yeah, you heard me. Go look it up. Durn kids today and your weeping angels...
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Ah. 'APternoon, miss.

I'll have a Redoubled
Red Ogre, please.
Sure thing,

just a sec...

() Q." '

5ay there, You look like
You've had yourself a long
Oh areat, JePt's tcr-ip i-ngm-iI Pm:ﬂ) out.k ;vest.
are to head back to My P
noiced you... it? Ha! A mage! That's a
place to relax a bit? s one P%r! yob, JePp!

(.

—

()

e
)

(&

I wish I could take credit for the stout/stoat wordplay. But, I got it from a now-long-concluded
webcomic, Fragile Gravity. Good times back then, man, good times.

It's a shame I don't have Chapter One redone for a book yet. I went over the Redoubled Red
Ogre back then, pulling the trigger on the inevitable joke of making an absurdly long footnote,
perhaps way too early. Maybe I'll reprint it if [ ever get around to the complete redraw I've had
kicking around in the back of my mind.

I tend to avoid adding in guys creeping on girls in the DoM like this, mostly because I write the
world with more or less a gender equality edge to it, so that sort of thing doesn't really fit in.
Though, it's also because I'm terrible at writing really sleazy guys. That sort of creepiness
doesn't exactly come naturally to me.

Of course, it's clear Alex has the situation under control. The bartender was even halfway
expecting it.
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30, on your way to
or Prom Lineta? Yeah, Pigured. We get a lot
/ oP people stopping here on
- the way to the hall. Had

another mage in here just
the other day, in Pact.

Weird gUﬂér'eafll_'j. Talked really calm. Dressed puhng! t00. Had this ‘5i"y

Seemed like he was ready to blather :
on Por @ long time about... eh, whatever é’gﬁgﬂ fé‘éﬁ‘?a?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ?@éﬁ%ﬁa

f 18 You mages tallk abovb. Never lack goatee. Looked ridiculovs
really got into that, myselP. onga gy his age, really.

Like I mentioned in the first book, when I was coming up with how mages fit into the DoM
world, I drew a lot on my experience in the computer programming and administration fields.
Most relevant to this right here is the concept that magic is just a talent someone can learn.
Some people just catch on to it, and to other people, it just doesn't make sense. Nothing else to
it, really; it's not a matter of birthright, being "chosen", being blessed, it's just if you get it or
not. That's why the bartender doesn't even bat an eye at Alex responding appropriately to
someone creeping on her.

I really hope I don't keep forgetting I mentioned the whole how-magic-fits-in-the-world thing in

the first book. This particular comic's commentary went through a few revisions for that reason
before it got to this point, and it's still repeating most of what I said then.
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Can't we just... Y'know,
stick around town and
rest just a bit longer?

Och, come on! We

\| can still make it there
by nightPall!

I.}

But the tank's Pulll We're
ready to take off now!

Well, we still have
to wait Por Alex.

the spirit! Everyone
get in!

And... wait, there
DRIVE! NOW! @O!
- Ha ha! Now that's ]

Comedically tempting as it was, I managed to resist having Alex be dragged along behind the
cart for the rest of the trip.

24



...and the bartender said
that last he knew, he was
on his way to Lineta!

Now, you're SURE
he was talking about
Marzos, right?

Cesol! How moch-

Ha! I heard ya Pine,

Miss salth! Just sit:

back and relax, it's
not: long now!

He had to be, I can't
imagine anvone else
Who'd be out in public
in an outPit like that.

True, true... great. Then he's

got a head start. We've got

to hurry out there and Pigure
out What he's up to...

Now I'm actually
glad Cesol came
with us, really.

I'mjust hopfn%he knows how
to stop this thing some wa
OTHER than running out of Puel...

-

I still wish I had more time to develop the "Marzos's outfit looks ridiculous" gag. Ah, well.

,—"""_._-____-__________-_“———.
o

g’\'arulmA garJQa-\Iqr;(’ﬂg
With MoSS on them
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Well, we're here, at
any rate. Hopepuil
bePore Marzos ha

a chance to do much.

AND bePore the
50N went down!
Toldwa!

o/

‘—ﬂ
Ah, cruod.
Br-akes Pailed.

Oi, you could just slee
in the carriage, here! I'm
sure it probably won't Pall
apart overnight!

Yes, but it's still too
(ate to get started on
anything. We'll have to

wait uhtil tomorrow.

And hope Marzos isn't
planning anything tonight.

Oh, hey, another beach elf! It's worth noting that this particular one happens to be wearing an
earring. It's worth noting THAT because I rarely draw earrings. And I rarely draw earrings
because I only seem to draw ears on elves (either type). Odd how that works out.

Cesol wrecking his steam cart is a common theme here. Alex and Matt somehow managed to

not crash it last chapter when they took it to Castle Landis for Perfect Equinox, so it's not like it
CAN'T be stopped smoothly.
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MORNING IN LINETA TOWN...

Do we HAVE to head

out this early? I would rather get

started as soon as
possible. It's a bit
oF a rush now.

Oil Someone parked
M% cart in the alley!
That was nice of them.

Well, that makes
sense. Where are
we starting?
On. Well... where
I'm aPraid I'm going to be looking are YOU going to
into this on my own, Alex. IPI'm start, %hen?
going to stop Marzos again, I'll *sigh* I really should
have to ge into some r-ea!lg have thought of that
heavy stuPP. It'd be quite a bit bePorehand, I guess.

beyond your talents right now,
and I don't want you gebbing ‘
conPused over ib. A ’ '

It should be mentioned, of course, that getting yourself confused over learning
magic that's way out of your league isn't quite the same as simply getting a
headache, getting frustrated, and throwing a book across the room or out the
window, possibly hitting a goose along the way. It's a bit worse, in fact, even if
you account for an enraged goose calling on all its friends to chase you across
campus. Especially when you consider that magic has a fair amount to do with
your mind. The same mind, mind you, that you've just frustrated and confused
thanks to you recklessly diving into things you really should've worked your way

up to gradually.

It's more like... well, you know how you're looking at a new service motherboard in the hardware
programming labs, and you're looking over the docs for it? And so you poke around with every little
feature you can find in it until you're hopelessly confused as to what does what and how you'd use
it? And then you turn over the wrong register and wind up blowing out the board in a glorious puff
of burning electronics? It's kinda like that.

27



I had a lot of fun in my hardware classes. I'm at least partly certain I didn't fry any service
motherboards, though. Either that or I'm just not admitting to it in public. Nobody'll find out
anyway. Funny how I wound up in software as a career.

The geese, though. The geese. Hateful, hateful waterfowl.

In case it wasn't obvious by now, the concept of Lineta Hall came largely from university life. A
sort of idealized, unstructured university, in a way. The sort where most everyone's there out of
curiosity and a sense of wanting to learn, where people are on the whole more socially
progressive (a key example comes up later, in fact), and where the town, well, looks something
like this. A mish-mash of design choices and architectures as the town's evolved over the years,
with some people who live there full-time and an otherwise moderate tourism cycle. So, like if
learning was more a tourist attraction.

50.. Yo Nean like
+L€. Sﬂ‘l“'h Scﬁlqh,

well.. Sorx of!
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KNOWLEDGE-SEEKERS ARE GIVEN AN AMAZING
AMOUNT OF FREEDOM TO ACCESS THE WISDOM OF
THE ANCIENTS, PLUS WHATEVER THE MODERN AGE
HAS DISCOVERED. '

LINETA HALL HAS BEEN CALLED THE CURIOUS
PERSON 5 VACATION DESTINATION. ONE LoOK
INSIDE THE MAIN HALL LEAVES LITTLE QUESTION
AS TO WHY.
| S———

THE DWARF ENGINEERS HAVE EVEN MORE
FREEDOM IN WHAT THEY DO, AS NOBODY
Euuy WANTS TO KNOW WHAT THEY RE

P TO.

FROM HERE, ANYONE CAN FIND
INFORMATION ON NEARLY ANY TOPIC
THEY COULD ASK FOR, AS WELL AS
o WHERE IN THE COMPLEX THEY CAN
STUDY IT IN DEPTH.

If I were doing this today, I'd get a better shot of the front door of Lineta Hall than THAT. Like,
something that at least implies depth. Maybe with at least a hint of a camera angle that doesn't

make the perspective look like a flat rectangle. Sort of like how I did one of the intro pages to
Chapter Eight.

The stained glass, though, I'd keep. Even if you can't possibly tell that one on the right is
supposed to be a bunch of scrolls.
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MATT HEADS UP TO THE U;?El TOWERS

Take a look at this. You'll
AND THE AsTRONOMY WING...

see Why We in the Astronomy
Department are vp so early.

N

X
PV
. The Castle
DPreams.

I

An, good Morning. You
picked a lucky day to
\_ stop by, young one.

Ah, HOU Must be Prom Landis. Yes, yes, the Castle
oF Dreams, Roh'Lieris, Blin-kel, the kingdom of
Magic, it has many names. And there it'is today. | |

Mainly, why the Founders
thought there was a
goddess named Lineta in A

the Pirst place. Never |l

n Mmade any sense. ‘

: =0
L%

Woah
oP

50, what're you
looking into today?

.' Here in the Hall, the Founders
(N envisioned it as the home of

P _the gods. At any rate, we
‘ always take the opportunity
% to study it whenever it
\

appears.

v o

That large device taking up most of the room is, obviously, a telescope.

The small device on the table that is projecting the image of the castle, however,
is just a mirror. Astronomers in this world quickly realized that looking in a tiny
little eyepiece to observe things in telescopes is a bit silly, causes headaches,
and leaves one open to the classic blackeye gag. Thus, through a clever
system of lenses, the image is instead reflected off a mirror to make it easier to
see. Makes far more sense. Maybe.

Remember in the last book how I mentioned that my understanding of astrophysics is flaky at
best (hence Perfect Equinox)? My understanding of astronomy is also probably rather suspect.
At least the parts revolving around astronomy equipment; I'm pretty sure the way I depict a
telescope-like mechanism (using a series of mirrors and lenses to view images in a way that
doesn't involve looking through a tiny eyepiece) wouldn't work at all in real life. Just assume

that what's on the table is a mirror, and that might help.
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ALEX, AS ONE COULD EXPECT, HANGS AROUND

What I don't get is how you
THE MAGIC DEPARTMENT. g
R ARD

never learned spoken word
enchantments in much depth.
This sort of thing's a
easier that way around.

Hm, no... try Pocusin more
on the rock itselP. You're

trying to inPluence THAT
More than your Pist.

I dunno, really. My
mentor started me more
on gestures and sorcery
way back When, and I
guess that's just what
stuck more.

[ 1 really shovld Pind the
time to study spoken
StUPP more, but... eh...

.o duﬁt seemed sort

It's also... T met this guy a silly, 190966

Pew months back. A dollmage
40 he worked a lot with spo n

enchantments. Bot, I mean,
N seeing him do that, it just...

Some people asked what Alex is trying to do with the rock here and what it has to do with
anything, which, honestly, is a fair concern. "What" is simple to answer: She's trying to shatter
or otherwise crack the rock with a magically-enhanced fist.

"Why", on the other hand, is a case of me setting up something that didn't pay off because I
changed the story around on-the-fly. When I originally planned out this chapter, the
confrontation with Marzos was going to happen deep in a basement lab in Lineta Hall. Alex and
Howard would still be there, of course, but they would have come across him by more subtle
means; the otherworld portal wouldn't have been nearly as apparent to the population there, but
Alex would've somehow known something was up. I think that plan even involved a callback to
the first time they found Marzos in Terakol in Chapter One, the part with the plants drained of
life. You probably didn't remember THAT, did you?
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Ultimately, Marzos would've been defeated much in the same way as he is in the final version:
Alex and Howard distract him and shove him into his own portal. However, Howard would've
only been gravely injured in the process, not outright killed (oh, hey, you DID remember in the
introduction when I said I assumed you were familiar with the chapter and spoilers and all,
right?), and Alex would've dragged him to safety amidst the portal's collapse. As for the
collapse, now THAT would've attracted attention. Specifically, Rostone Squad's attention; they
wouldn't have retreated back to Castle Landis and instead would be trying to figure out where
Howard went.

And that's where this scene would've come in. Alex, of course, wouldn't want to just toss
Howard back to the Landis Royal Army. So, as Rostone Squad would've made their way to the
lab to investigate but before they had a chance to see what was going on, she would've used this
spell (done correctly, and with spoken word enchantments, no less) on the basement walls to
cause a minor cave-in, sealing the two of them from view until the squad gave up and left (I
think I also assumed Alex set up something to protect both of them from, y'know, the entire
cave-in and all). Then, after treatment by Lineta Hall's medical department, Howard would've
been back to his old self in far less time than it took to travel to the Healing Springs in the real
story, and actually wouldn't need to travel to the Healing Springs in the first place. And I guess
he wouldn't have to deal with service in the Landis Royal Army anymore? That part was a little
hazy, come to think of it.

But, before I got there, I kept revising Marzos's part. It moved to the top of Sunlit Tower (I
couldn't have Alex use the spell she's practicing here, else the tower would've collapsed); the
portal's presence was made more apparent to the people in the Hall (that became the reason why
Rostone Squad bailed out without Howard); and Salth, Matt, and Cesol were made aware of
what Alex and Howard were up to (so they played more of a part in the conclusion). Things like
that. Eventually, I had the idea to conclude the chapter by going to the Healing Springs to bring
Stephanie back into the picture, so I had to make sure Alex and Howard were found quickly, and
so the whole idea with the shattering rock fell apart.

So there's your lesson, kids: Try not to make major revisions to your storyline while it's in
motion. In the end, I liked what happened better, since it led to a lot more than what the original
ending would have. Though, after looking over this scene again, I kinda wish I pushed things
more in a direction where Alex started studying spoken word enchantments because of Howard.
That would've been cuter.
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SALTH BEGINS HER STUDIES IN THE
MAIN LIBRARY OF THE HALL...
Y . e

] e ¥

Ach, that I can, but I'm aPraid
we‘vedgob poli¢ Eﬁur&d Lir;eba
regarding any of the Founders'
-\\"‘\‘ Final semges on magic. T'll need
abit o' proof you'd be able &'
handle 'em.

't
R LAY i

o Oi. Good
PR Morning, miss.

S Good morning. Could 00
lease show Me to the
,{. F%under's‘ Final Writings

on binding spells?

Right;, looks like that checks
out. Could We just sign in
here, then?

sure. UM... do You
need me to restore
all the books?

Nae, don't worry it,
miss. We get this
every so often.

It should be noted that there is a distinct difference between magically removing
something, which is what Salth did here, and magically destroying something.
Magically removing something involves, for a lack of boring detail, sort of
sending said thing to a sort of magic holding area or limbo-ish place. For all
intents and purposes, gone, but retrievable with considerable difficulty. Difficult
enough that it isn't ideal for a substitute for luggage. Stop whining and just carry
your bags.

Magically destroying something would be functionally equivalent to, for
example, going ape on said thing with a wood axe.

Ah, bookshelves. My old nemesis. We meet again. This time, I see you brought friends.

There was a time [ was going to declare that the "calm" dwarves, like this one here (as opposed
to the eccentric, engineering-obsessed dwarves), were a separate race, sort of like how the beach
elves are separate from forest elves. I was all ready to call them "plains dwarves", too. But,
eventually I figured they were better off coexisting as the same race so at least some part of their
kingdoms can be partially sane and all.
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AND, ROUNDING OUT THE CAST, BACK
T0 CESOL IN THE MECHANICS LABS...

S/ Right,, we've put a lot o' work
into this recently, so I Pigured
I'd like to see a test run o'
whatever's working. Simple
test, just t' make sure we're
on the right track here.

Oil Could I get
ya all here For
asec?

Right, here's Eour
pliers back.

IP we're gonna be testin'
this thing, might I ask ya
What it's supposed t' be
doin’ in the Pirst place?

Not a clue, [ad! It was
like this when I got: here
a Pew days back!

Presumably, this device is some component of
the Kroloff Claw, as it gets named later in the
chapter. The dwarves must've found a way to
make it smaller by the time Cesol gets it to the
Healing Springs next chapter.

The dwarf girl in the back is indeed using cogs
as pigtail ties. It's amazing how many common
tools can be used as hair decorations if one tries
hard enough.
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Eh, what am I bhinkinf?

OP course he's okay. I've

heard worse explosions of
his back at the village.

' Huh. That sounded like
it came Prom the mechanics
[abs. sure hope Cesol's okay.

But... still, somethin

just doesn't seem right.

Like... like I just Peel
vneasy all of a sudden
Por some reason...

Lucien's very presence makes people feel uncomfortable. In Chapter One, Matt quickly became
awake when he stopped by the inn, here Alex is suddenly getting uneasy when he's nearby, and
in Chapter Six, we see Cy start to think something's a bit wrong right before he strikes. Hm... |
wonder if that means anything...

I want to imagine the magic studies department at Lineta Hall just has free raikke mushrooms

and necklace chains sitting around for people to grab. Even though those things are way too
bulky to really work as necklaces.
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A Priend. One
who could vse
your assist.ance.

Yeah, I know a lot of m
brother's Priends. Tha
isn't helping your case.

A Priend. Right. You
lePt out the part
Where I'm supposed
t0 remember you.

You ¢an just ask
Matthew when
we're done. He

knows me.

*gromble* And I see
distrust runs in yoor
Pamily...

Fun fact: Gratuitous name-dropping is NOT a surefire way to gain someone's trust! It can, in
fact, be a very terrible way to do so! Especially when you don't trust some of that name's
friends to begin with!

I'm not quite sure what this hallway is supposed to be, as I'm somehow treating it as a darkened,
dead-end alley in the middle of a building. Maybe I was just in the mindset of Dodge Hall back
at Oakland University, where they keep many of the engineering professors' offices tucked away

in a labyrinth deep in the lower floor.

Oakland University has some odd layout choices, to be honest.
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It's a vsePul trait at -
times. Like When people I Funny that, I think
don't know ask me to walk I've got Pairly good

into dark hallways. reason not to.

Look, would you
just calm down Por
a moment and

1 z
You're just like Mats, listen bo me
You khow. Can't take All right, Pine...
anything at Pace valve.

*sigh* IP it'll make it
seem FAIR to you, I'll
tell you who I am.

I'll start by listening to
You explain how you khow
who I am. Now!

My name is Lucien. And
as I said bePore, I could
Lse Your help.

Lucien's taking a magic flame dangerously close to his face surprisingly calmly.

The first time we saw Lucien was back in Chapter One. Back then, everything was pencil-
shaded, and, more importantly, greyscale. This meant | had to make up an awful lot of colors all
of a sudden when I switched to computer-backed coloring. For most of the main cast, | already
had their colors worked out. Lucien was not one of them.

It was around that point when I decided that elves, on the whole, tend to have oddly-colored
hair. Phinn has sheer white hair, Cy has weird highlights, Lucien has green hair, etc. Not that
all elves have weird hair colors, mind; just more often than not. Also not that other races
CAN'T have weird hair colors, either; I do some things different around here, but I'm not just
going to throw away EVERY dumb visual trope of a fantasy comic.
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I'd like to know iP you would
want to help me locate
something. something I'm

. quite certain You'd at least
That is NOT what I asked. be interested in seeing.

; Yeah, and I'd like you
Regardless, just . : 0
l?sben to Me. to catich on that Iuh 5

not likely.

You've heard of the Founders'
Final series of books here | Yishﬁhekﬂ Ea\’e gﬁh\
in Lineta Hall, correct? th ocke pUP-d ny o ehz
Specifically the ones on the ey ve Found, at any rate.
subject of magic.

Right, and I've heard how
hey have them locked
up tight. Something I'm
not helping You With.

Also, of course the flames coming from Alex's hand aren't burning her hair. She's controlling
the flames, that's why. Next question.

I don't really like drawing backgroundless panels. I know that removing backgrounds helps for
things like action scenes, where doing so helps keep the focus on the action, but since the DoM
isn't a very action-driven comic, blank backgrounds just seem out of place to me. Regardless,
drawing backgrounds does slow me down from time to time, keeping track of what's back there,
making sure it's either staying away from the foreground characters or that they interact with it
logically, etc. I bring that up now because this darkened hallway is quite pleasingly
minimalistic, which was nice from a speed perspective.
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You don't really think they've
explored ever;lg bit: o this
place, do you? The Founders
did a lot: oF work Por many
generations. They Pind new
places in the Hall that nobody
has ever seen all the time.

I've been told of one such
place that happens to hold
one oP the Founders' Final
books on magic. I have no
reason not to believe it, but
I also have very Pew details
past that.

Your own curiosity,
You're not c?oing to be reading it. I've of course.
been tasked to retrieve it: Por someone.
And as I've tried to get you to vnderstand,
I've Pound I need Your help in doing so.

That 15 whgrgou'r*e here,
isn't itZ That's why
everyone comes here.
And you're still talking
as iP you think I'm going
to help you. Whiy?

The Founders' Final series of books are the last collections of information that
the Temple of Lineta's Founders wrote before everything went kerflooey. They
cover a wide variety of topics, from alchemy to metallurgy to cooking to magic to
military strategy and more. It is generally accepted that these tomes are the
authority on whatever subject they happen to be about.

It's safe to say Lucien probably isn't looking for a book on cooking a wicked
good raikke mushroom stew.

Well, have to admit, he's got you there, Alex.

I think this was one of the longest strings of back-and-forth banter I've had in the comic up to
this point. Four strips, mostly a text dump, (almost) all stuck on the same background? I try not
to do that. Comics are supposed to be a visual medium, after all.
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I still don't trust You, I still
don't like you, and there's
only one reason I haven't

tried some of the more
interesting things I've
learned in here on you.

It's right over here.
Give me a hand. Yeah. Lemme tell
You something.

15 she still into books like
she used to beZ What about

A Priend of mine i i Ok
. looking up at the night sky? [Okay, I have learned
has mentioned you s @ Woold be nice to s6e | @ LT of Fon new
bePore. She- her again someday... spells today...

Yes, Phinn. Glad to
hear about her, really.

...and you are REALLY making
Me wish I had a little less
selP-restraint right now...

If T ever make merchandise for the DoM (besides
books), bulky light-up raikke mushroom necklaces

will have to be on the list, right alongside a plush
nasal fly. Actually, I wouldn't mind making a l
plush nasal fly sometime, maybe as a one-off
thing. Maybe even just plastic/resin. ['ve messed
with Blender a bit before, maybe I can come up
with a 3D model of one and bug someone with a
3D printer to make it as a keychain fob or
something.

(note: I'm not really that good with Blender)
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Back when we lived in Youlor,
we came all the way out here
a lot just to see what, they
erP* I'm certain Phinn's M had. A long trip, I assore you,
*orp* T in Phinn’ S/ 2 had. 4 ong b, 1
Mentioned vs coming to \_¥ (XA but always enjoyable.

Lineta before. she always
loved it.

TSIy
We spent a lot of tiMe just -
hunting around the hall. We This is one of
came across a lot of those places. We looked

interesting t.hingg the behind this hole and could

Founders had hidden away. never Pigure out just
They Were an odd sort, what it meant.

_sUppose, but M ‘___Ig)c_gp[uﬁr_w‘as

apite Pascinating—| " | Until the person

Who asked me to Pind

this book told me.

The second panel here is indeed the same as when Phinn was talking about her trips to Lineta
Hall with Lucien back at the start of the chapter. It's just slightly different when Lucien's telling
the story.

I completely forgot until just now that, along with Phinn having the pigtails in her absurdly long
hair when she was young, Lucien's hair was more yellowy back then. At some point I should
actually try to put a more solid definition for how elf hair grows and matures throughout their
(very long) lifetimes. That point is not now. At least Phinn's was definitely always white, and
she also had that headband for some reason.
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Here we are.
Take a look. Outiside. That's
an ovter wall.
/o
"
Yeah. Explain to me No, it isn't. This

Where that light's i5 the central
coming Prom. magic wing.

Not important.
This is What I was
talking about.

I was told I'd need
a mage to break that
seal. 40 1-

50 You bugged me. Yeah, it's
just a physical magic lock.
A strong one, but...

...hey, what's
this note?

Hem. Now I AM a bit

MoPre curious as to

what: they lePt back
there...

A physical magic lock is a magic lock or seal with some kind of physical
component to it. That is, you can see it and touch it, but that still probably won't
help you open it. This is as opposed to a nonphysical, or "pure" magic lock,
which is typically invisible to the naked eye and far more useful for irritating
people who don't know it's there.

The note is, of course, handwritten. Specifically, my own handwriting, with a bit of extra
curviness and roundness to make it look like modern handwriting had evolved over the ages in
the DoM world (and was presumably in some common language). Even without the added
curvy flair, you can tell why I don't feature my own handwriting in the comic much these days.
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40, What can you
do about the lock?
I'm not sure.
Give me a sec...

One of the interesting parts of making a webcomic is that you get to do silly layouts like this
without any concern about how the comic will look on paper. And then I decided to make a
book and print it on paper.
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I suppose that's
onewaytodoit...

Shot up. You seem to
know what you're
looking Por, 50 lead on.

Yes, I know the book is

in here somewhere. Bub Two things

that's all L know. And I'd happened.

honestly rather just get
ibuandteavje. 9 One, that was a

long time ago.

Two, Yyou're
not Phinn.

Huh, s0 what happened to that
sense of exploration you
mentioned You had back When
You came here with Phinn?

Then for THIS comic, I did a nifty full-image bleed. Looks pretty neat on the web, doesn't quite
look as neat on paper where the image isn't the size of the page.

I know there's probably a "real" term for this sort of thing (have I mentioned I've never taken a
class in art design?), but in my head, I just call what I did in the first panel a "leaky panel"; that
is, the panel is where it otherwise should be in the layout, but its contents are "leaking" into the
gutters (which, in turn, makes a full-image bleed). For the record, its inverse would be a
"floating panel". When Alex and Lucien first enter the lab in a couple pages, you'll see. I don't
know why I kept the panel borders on the leaky first panel.

It will do you no good to correct me on these terms.
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She was quite uncommon
And just WHAT Por an elf, as I'm certain
do You mean by- you know. We tend to stick
around in one spot.
Tradition and all.

Phinn, on the other hand,
always loved to go out
and explore. Funtimes

We had, really.

Ly
1 said bePore, Phinn was an \.
adventurovs sort. And I knew

her better than I know You.

OP course, that's
probably why I never
saw when she lePt
Youlor to go out-

Take a look at this.
That's something you
don't see every day.

Wow. That I
iMpressive.

Remember how I said I wasn't good at writing creepy guys? Yeah, I guess I can write Lucien, at
least, and he's creepy. Maybe I just can't write genuinely misogynistic creeps that well.




This place looks
amazing. I didn't think
anyone had the patience
to set this much glass
like this.

What's it say?

ATTN:

Yeah, I wonder
What they... hey,
another note.

\(CJU Must
pe less

Thah

THIS
qr\f\O_‘jHi\ﬂ
+o entel
+he MaSteq

LQBC

%

ead Linetan

Hrm. Long story o @4

short, I think this is
Where they did the
important stuPp.

I'd say it's worth a look.

since it's a magic lab, I
suppose this is why I was Yes, but that was
told I'd need to look Por a bePore I saw exactly
Mage to make sense of it. HOW you got by it.

UM... I thought you Excuse me, but we're in
said You just needed now, and I didn't see YOU
My help getting by \ doing anything about it!
the magic seal on
the door.

The note left by the former occupants of the lab makes reference to soldiers
from Landis. That Landis is only tangentally related to the Landis of today.
While the Landis family line does stretch back into the times of the original
Followers of Lineta, this particular Landis was a warlord whose territory fell
ironically in present-day Breznial. The ancient Warlord Landis was a vicious
leader who took over a great deal of land for the time, but his forces were no
match for the combined knowledge of ancient Lineta, no matter how many times
he tried to take the temple.

The fact that his soldiers were more than a bit annoying is pure coincidence.

Totally not a continuity error I didn't notice until I pushed the comic out to the website. For
totally sure.
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Wow. Look at all
this stuPP.

Yeah. All this still
%oing apter all
hese years?

Nah, not that. Magic
can last pretty well
Porever iP it's done

right. It's the...

f{c&
U
Hh

%

Okay, that was interesting.
No idea what it did, though.

“etgé quk
a i5.
.F

That's it? Doesn't
seem that impressive
to me...

Yeesh. They got this rock
to write out whoever
came into the lab?

I think this is a bad thing
iP things in this lab think
we're Prom the mechanics
department...

7
Well, it's... hang on...
remember those notes
we Pound on the way in?

That's sort; of ridiculovs,
really, but still incredible.

See? Floating panels. Ones that wound up getting lost in the background. Hrmph.

If you work in an engineering lab that doesn't have at least ONE personal project on display

somewhere, you're doing it wrong. 48



Honestly, I'm not sure
why I should be concerned.
Let's start looking.

The book I'm looking Por has to
be in here somewhere, and I
really don't think a bunch of
words on a rock are going to

¢hange that or stop v5. 30, like

I 5aid, let's start looking.

What, just at random?

No, I just don't want bo spend
any more time with YOU than I
ed to. We're NOT just going

M dng

20, what's YOUR plan?
What sort of clue were
you thinking oP?

I don't know, but
ANYTHING has to be
better than your...

Do You know how big this
place1sZ We don't even know
Where to start, and I Prankly
don't want to spend all day
in here aimlessly poking aroond
at whatever the Founders lePt
behind in this lab!

What, are you aPraid
of what that rock
"knows" about you?

...that. Up there. Looks
like some kind of journal.
That's where we start.

One thing I used to do a lot in the earlier comics was put way too much action in Alex's
ponytail. You could see it in the previous strip when she whipped her head around, and you can
see it here in the fourth panel when she's getting angry with Lucien. You can see it in other
mages, too, like when Salth is casting spells and her hair flares out. I eventually stopped with
that except for more powerful spells or stronger actions, as it looked kinda silly and weightless,

to be honest.
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Not a clue. It's
all written in
Elven script.

WellZ What've
you got?
And what do you "
expect is ga?n ’

to be in there?

Something. Anything.
More than what we
have now. Let's
Pind out.

Tl bry. I'm certain I don't need
to tell you that Elven script has \

definibely someone many intricacies that don's it pointlessly complex.
Who did most of their Spoken languages well.
Work in this lab... -
Fine, Pine,
now hush.
And you can transiate r
it, I presume. Flip

You mean it's More

HMm... yes, this was

If someone were to ask me to pick which comics best describe how magic fits into the DoM,
this would be one of the top ones. Which is actually counter-intuitive, seeing as how it requires
me explaining why before it becomes clear.

Let's say you have a book sitting on top of a high
surface, one that's too high for you to reach
without help. How would you retrieve this book?
Get a ladder or step stool or something on which to
stand to reach it? Of course not; you're lazy. You'd
grab a broomstick or something, knock the book
off, and catch it in your hand as it fell. Or not, the
book isn't exactly fragile, after all. It can hit the
floor.
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So here we see Alex wanting to get a book off the
top of the writing rock. Sure, she could cobble
together some unstable platform on which she can
stand to reach the book, but she knows magic, and
can thus use that to get it down. But does she do
something like magically lift the book and draw it

What's more, Lucien doesn't find this unusual or
surprising in the slightest. The concept of

down to her hand? Of course not. That'd be too
much effort for something that simple. She just
applies a bit of force to knock it down and catch it
in her hand manually, just like with you and the
broomstick.

=

someone knowing how to magically knock a book _V

off a ledge like that is entirely natural to people of
the comic, even to people who never studied
magic. It's a tool that gets a job done, and that's it.

Even a simple tool can do really impressive things

at times, but this isn't one of those times. This is
just a mundane yet useful thing.
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ORI
"I#s evatvation ime again, Wi wally o:“::"" z“ﬁ.:'::t it vp, stvtf it in
You know how man! §reyc A
Words there are in Elven makes vs write these things, L v

script Por "cabinet'? never know, but its been hectic in lab
the ,Al.!"l' couple du).r because of i+,

I#'s also not like he ever checks Fhem,

Ah, must be that
one we saw
comfng in here.

"Aind we would be following Hhat doil
if Xalia weren+ so averprotective
abovt her precious cabinet and all +he
random junk she keeps in o

Good. Let's get
it and get out
z oP here.

—

Elven script is one of those things I'm not going to actually define or draw any time soon. It's
not like I'm a linguistics professor who could invent that sort of thing with any degree of
consistency. If you see something that looks like a bunch of unidentified glyphs in the DoM,
rest assured that it's not Elven script.

The font being used when Lucien reads the book, though, Hat s justa font L found somewhere
called Aphalack AOL T wanted something that looked handwriting-ish and was still readable in
this context (and had lowercase letters, which seems to be far too much to ask for in a comic
font these days for some reason). It has its weird quirks, like rendering at a somewhat tiny point
size and not at all aligning with the baseline of other fonts (note how it looks earlier in this
paragraph compared to its surrounding text), but in isolation, it does the job of looking like
journal notes.
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4 Tye always said +he main libraries
= are good enough for +hese reports, if
we need +o keep Fhem at all, Safe
+here, -f"u 501‘3 regardiess, Fhis is
what we re &Wn" with now, II i...
I don't know!

® L o \/ domething just

shocked me in the

GZZT\‘ neck! It...

([ sasement r/’an,t For safekeeping.
That's another -H-r»‘, Zil never g¢t
about Wa@. The 5v4s ru@

paransid for a human,

All right, what's
going on?

UM... remember what
I said about magic
lasting Por a Imngl| ime

tZ

iP it's done right;?

2 That said, I think
we have a pFOb[eM,“

You can tell I just gave up on figuring out what the other side of the lab looked like.

I also started getting annoyed with redrawing the exact same background over and over again,
like what you're seeing in the first five panels here. Later in the chapter is when I started
playing around more with just drawing a background ONCE and repeating it when necessary
and if the camera angle didn't change. Hooray for digital composition!
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It looks like there's
none over by the door.
I'd take that as a hint.

I don't khow how they'd
put a basement anywhere in
here, but there's an enclosure
over there that looks like
Wwhere it'd be.

Yeah, but this journal
said something about
a basement, right?

Now here's MY idea.
We get back out of the
lab and think of a plan

that WON'T get vs
electrocuted. Clear?

I have to wonder if the term "electrocute" would actually be common in something like the
DoM world. Generally, when you think of electricity in a quasi-medieval fantasy world setup,
you think of lightning. Lightning, as far as most people are concerned (especially people
unaware of electronics), doesn't so much "electrocute" people as it "makes them become very
very hot for a brief amount of time before they explode violently". Plus, when "ill-defined
energy bolt" is an option for mages, throwing electricity around just seems inefficient and
difficult to control, especially when electrical theory hasn't really been studied yet. So I'm not
actually sure if Alex should be aware of the term.

But, who knows, maybe she's read about weird electrical research the dwarves have come up
with.
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Elves are light and fast. And, at times, determined. Next question.

I'm not actually sure why I went with electro-zappy floating sphere thingamajigs. I know I
needed some sort of non-lethal, large-scale prank type of thing that a magic studies department
in Lineta Temple would've come up with to dissuade other departments from bugging them or

sneaking into their labs when nobody else is around. Even at that, though, it seems a bit odd a
choice.

i‘r
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Well, good, that
takes him ovt of
the decision-
Making process...

The way magic effects are represented in the comic have evolved over time as I've gotten used
to more and more digital effects and filters I can use to my advantage. 1'd probably come up
with a better way to handle the magic shield than this if I were doing it today.
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Now then. Back out
slowly and Pigore
out a better plan.

\)

I don't know if this behavior should be considered a bug or an unexpected use case of the
software.

BUG Unable 4 headle keme) NULL Jt“‘d‘gaﬁ at (o) w
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Probably why those things

Neophybe mage... stopped atbacking me.
growl It didn't see Lucien anymore
A aPter he got sent down.
At any rate, iP it doesn't
think I'm Prom the
Mechanics Department, ®
that's good.
And now My Mushroom's

rotting. Hrmph. I wanted
to make some stew later.

-9
<

But I guess I'd better go

aPter him. I really don't Plus, T,
dub | , I've GOT to know
trust him with that book how they Bit 3 basement

in this place.

Or maybe Lucien was right and you're just following him to find the book because you're
naturally curious, Alex.
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()=
ag'

\OF
¢~ Yes, here I am. Exactly
C

where "here" is, I've got
Ah, good, there no idea, since I can%
==\ You are. imagine how they Pit this

w into the hall...

] ) ! -.

Y

The Foundenrs didn't have much
room When they originally made
their temple. The whole place is

surrounded by water and all.

Even the people you'd think would p
be better at blatantly violating All right,, dude, I
geometry Fgob quite good at Making seriously KNOW I
vse of very limited space. heard it that time.

Phinn and I Pound a lot of odd :
lbble PooM built right into hay, yean, Pight

the architecture in here. This / That's odd...
doesn't surprise me a bit. /

Look! On the small white piece of paper posted on the wall in the fourth panel! Look really
really closely! It's Bean Man! Bean Man, everyone!

Let's talk about beach elves (I'm assuming you've read Chapter Four by this point and know
their story in-universe). I know I said in the last book that I'd bring them up in a Chapter Four
book if I ever made one, but hey, there's one now, the blueish-grey-skinned girl in the fourth
panel, so I may as well. Back when I started the comic, [ was trying to get ideas together for the
various races [ was going to use. Humans, elves, dwarves, etc, the standard stable of fantasy
people. I tried to make sure they had some degree of my own personal twists to how they did
things, though in the end a lot of them turned out similar to what you think of when you think
"Tolkienesque dwarf" or whatnot.
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At that point, I got the idea in my head to add in dark elves (or drow or what-have-you). |
didn't, however, have a very clear idea of just what they were going to DO, per se; the stories I
had were perhaps not quite as fantastical as one might expect from a fantasy webcomic made by
a computer programmer, and [ didn't really have anywhere to put "race that is just an evil/
corrupt clone of another race", like how dark elves are traditionally represented. I like things to
fit a larger world if I can help it, and that sort of thing just doesn't really feel right there. That's
also partly why you won't see any standard-issue "evil clones of the main cast" storylines in my
comic, but that's another matter. So, not having any good ideas, I pushed off the dark elves for
later. I figured I'd just come up with some reason why they're rarely seen around the village in
which Matt and Alex live.

Later on, I started thinking about them again. I don't know why I started thinking along these
lines, but I figured that if [ had dwarves who spoke with the usual generic Scottish accent that
tends to be associated with them, why not give these dark elves a standard surfer-slang accent?
And since I might not've been thinking straight, I couldn't think of any reasons why not. Before
this chapter started, I worked out the backstory that Phinn tells Melzos in Chapter Four, and thus
beach elves were born. And some of them hang out in Lineta Hall from time to time.

It's worth mentioning that at the time I wrote all this, I'd never lived anywhere near a major
beach. Lake St. Clair doesn't count.
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At any rate...

From what I've read, there
were a lot of them in the temple
back in the Founders' time. I
guess the Mechanics and Magic
Departments had their
own disputes. Huh.

—Ooo. look at bhose...
ﬂ
: oy

Wait, wait... petty rivalries?

A riget, THLS #ime Lve got i#. Shovid be
I Fhe last +ime we have +o dis +he report vt
of storage. And hapefully Fhe last +ime z
have Fo deal with The Wonders of Storage
Room ér«u‘; as L.uv-) loves +o put it
Stupid Larry. But, just +o make sure it
looks right on paper, bere's what Lve got..

This looks greerl enough,
and the rest of that day is
just that magic scri
gibberish You mages deal
with all the time.

I swear, that s6uPP
*spar|* Regardless, gives me headaches...
I think I know why I‘!ngm.\

were told to look For

a mage before you

Wwent in here. : !

"Rivairies" don't sound
like the sort o things
the legendary Founders
oP Linet:a would get
involved in.

/-

Those things stopped attacking
Me as soon as You Pell down here.
And that rock suddenly thought I

wasn't Prom the Mechanics
Department anymore. It...

Hrm, I think I get it.
Rivalries. It trusts
mages, doesn't trust
anyone else.

It's the Punny thing
about legends.

The more Wou learn
about legends, the less
legendary they are.

Magic script, like Elven script, is another thing I most likely won't ever actually show, as I'm in
no hurry to make super-concrete "rules" of how magic works in the DoM (general, vague rules,
yes, that's intended to remain relatively consistent, but not exact rules that would be
understandable to the reader). Going back to the computer programming example, just assume
that, with training and practice, magic script is something that just makes sense for teaching how
magic works, like how code snippets tell a programmer what's going on. Some of the stuff on
the walls of a magic lab obviously has magic script written on it, but I just squiggle that out to

unreadability anyway.

Though just to be clear, the glyphs used in spoken enchantments aren't magic script. Totally

different.
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The Founders were normal Every department had their
people. They had their arguments own disagreements with
like anyone else. They weren't others. Most of them weren't
perPect, you know. No matter Much. Just resulted mainly in
Wwhat they say around here. abunch of jokes and pranks.

Qoo, hey. This is
sort of neat. I
think I get how it~

Maybe it's just me, but I think the concept of "legends weren't all that legendary in real life" (or
rather, "legends were normal people like anyone else") is really interesting in a worldbuilding
sense when some additional context is given to who the legends were and what they did in their
normal day-to-day lives. It doesn't have to be "it turns out the legends were actually insufferable
jerks", of course (and I prefer to think writers can do better than that), but I just feel that giving
some impression that they were just ordinary people whose achievements became inflated over
centuries of stories being retold helps establish some sort of history to the world.
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S And you're not
Wow. Look at this. This even the slightest bit
has to be one of the biggest interested in it?
jewelbugs I've ever seen.

I don't exactly see
why I should be. I AM
looking Por something

speciPic, aPter all.

Y

And iPit's not hetping_—-\
Me Pigure out Which of
these Collections of magic
garbagie i5 What I'm looking
Por, T don't really care.

Look, I DO want to leave Then why did You
and never have to deal e ;ﬁrg:?g:;[
those Years ago?

With !aou again, but don't
you have any sense of
coriosity about this?

The common jewelbug has taken a somewhat strange evolutionary path. For
defense against predators, it has developed a large, jewel-like exoskeleton.
Shown in this comic is just one example of the shapes it can take. While
generally stronger than the exoskeletons of most other insects, it is nowhere
near as strong as the actual jewels they look like. Additionally, they usually
don't get as big as the one Alex is holding.

The jewel-like appearance also helps them blend in with actual jewels. Exactly
why is unclear; while it can be easy to mistake a jewelbug for an actual jewel at
first glance, the ruse doesn't last very long, and the exoskeleton, while considerably stronger than
that of other common insects, is no match for the foot of someone angered by the fact that he or
she just wasted time and excitement over a bug.

I really should do more with jewelbugs. In fact, I should probably do more with animal life in
the DoM in general.
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30 there's all this neat
stUPP in here just waitin
to be rediscovered, an
all you ¢an think about is
Pinding that stupid book?

Yes. It 15 how elves
deal with things.

No, it's not. I
KNOW a Pew
other elves.

*grow(* ﬂet’gar'dless,
that's not the point.

IP it weren't Por me needing a
mage to help me Pind it,
would've been content to just
et in here, grab the book, and
eave without anyone noticing.

—_—
This room hasn't been seen in
CENTURIES, there's untold wisdom
in the books You're rifling through
RIGHT NOW, and You weren't even
going to tell anybody about it?

1 think... it sounds
like there's voices
back there. Arguing.

Correct. Nobody
has to know
anything's here.

That is a healthy amount of junk I drew in that lab for back then. Shame about the perspective.
That's something I've been trying to correct recently: Draw scenes from angles that don't look
like I started with an isometric projection and worked out from there. Or in other words, draw
out some depth to the background, rather than aim the camera such that we're always looking at
the floor.

Of course, to do that, I need to learn how to STOP drawing a background so that I don't fret over
how deep I need to make things. Fortunately, stuff like hills, trees, buildings, and mountains are
good at breaking up backgrounds like that. Or, say, the back wall of a research lab, meaning I
should've done exactly that here to make for a better camera angle. Dangit.
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All rights, I have to pull
MyselP together. He's
obviously ot going to
give me any straight
answers.

Okay, okay, Pine. Forget
it. Just tell me how much
longer we're going to be
looking Por this book, and
Why You're sure it's here.

That journal made it clear a
report is somewhere in here,
and as they apparently never

had a chance to Pile that journal

away, it Must have been
rePerring to their FINAL reports,
and thus what we want.

S0 ity SHOULDN'T take much longer.
I just normally work withou
being seen. And without havin
to answer endless strings o
questions. Like yours.

Just pay attention to what
he's said. Matt's said it
before, you can learn
something Prom the truth,
but you can learn more
Prom lies...

1 honestly don't know

what's giving me more

oF a headache, these
books or you.

Part oP this involves not
getting inko anything that isn't
immediately important. Which,
as you've vnwittingly shown, is

a more ideal plan Por avoiding
things like ancient Linetan
pranks and-

See? That shelf Lucien's investigating is at a SUPER weird perspective that really shouldn't
have happened if [ were better at this back then.

Matt learned a lot about magic from growing up with Alex. Likewise, Alex learned a lot about
seeing through difficult people from growing up with Matt.
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I— -——— N (G, pive, tevs see..) |

OW... though I'd like
to point out that the
stupid thing is how we
Wound up in HERE...

]
@

Q" You know, we DO ?

still have the journal

We can ook over,

Just shut up
and read it.

i

*grumble* All right,
give it to me...

'ﬁ'-c)'w .’n" me paired up with Ptm) again,
Lucky me, Shes alot of fun +o werk with,
ﬂaf.m'* bort that .ﬂ'-cl.v rcﬂf, wﬁ, o
We re going to meet on +he hkewnj -p"am:,-ﬁ-f'
before the pfgjcc'f' starts up.

Bu+ s+l Xalia and I have
gone over +his a m‘#:'?n #MSJ

Fhe ice Ms‘cjvrf' can+ m.,-kdf)
hold up if the poison is...

...hang on a sec...

There was a ncﬁ‘fnj with the S-Division of the
clerical department Foday, Seems Fhat WA’Z
and whoever s in S-Division wants +o +ry the
ice rose prg‘lcc-n" again, L wish -Hej'd sive vp,
}ovjw-f' cant make +he 'Hu'n’ benign,

Y'khow, this doesn't
seeM particularly
relevant.

Yeah, it wasn't MY suggestion
to let someone's personal
journal be our guide...

Hey, there's still a steady stream of jewelbugs marching across the floor up there! Eh, probably

nothing worth worrying about.

I've always wondered why, in stories where the main characters are investigating something
with the assistance of a journal none of them have ever seen before, the only information they
ever seem to find in it is completely plot-relevant. Like, they just open the book, flip a couple
pages, and hey presto, there's just what they need from someone's barely-structured, completely
unindexed personal journal. Context-sensitive, too! Exactly what they need, when they need it.

Take note: Thanks to the stupid angle, I effectively didn't have to draw a background for this or

the next four comics.
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Y'know, as I recall, YOUR
plan revolved around
wandering aimlessiy

and hoping a book just
jUmped out at vs...

Yeah, yeah, let
me Pind something
else...

All right, this looks
a bit better...

We re late for +he report +his Fime, but-

Ty "Lz:"" Xtk and Z have :ﬁ‘;wed L +he end, it looks like F4is...
ovt why Fhe portal never stays open very What th... W...

long. Torns out Wally was wreng, butbes

never going +o admit it

100)

Hoh. I'm not sagin this
is unwelcome, but it's
certainly vnexpected...

8
ﬁ «7

Or

Do you know how hard it is to reasonably portray, in comic form, someone quickly collapsing
into a headachey pain from reading something that literally isn't settling well in their brain? It's
not easy, let me tell you. This sort of scene would work better in an animated context.
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And my brother's
never reacted
THAT badly to...

man‘h pick out context Wibhout
that idiot readingbthe Elven,
but this is incredil I_Liecompiex
stuPP. And it looks like it gets
worse the Purther it goes.

Oh, get up. You were
reading everything
else just Pine.

It's a litkle cmepll_:{,e
really. What were they
DOING with all this?

Ye GOD5. What
15 this?

And this is just one of
their journals. I'd hate
to see what they keep
in the reports we're
looking Por...

. O T
i ® & -
IP this journal wasn't
e s e This is it. This

@) i5 what we're
looking Por. What in the
Preaks put in
O those books?!7
g "

4

s 4

Well, you knew I wasn't going to have them just find it where they expected to, right?

b

Tn Cabe 0F Creery
elF asKing Foc a
CecYan pook of ancienT
WS AsA £,0 unsPec. Ced
Feasons, break 9lass,

h .
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And this one wasn't in storage,
50 it has to be the [ast one this
person made bePore the Founders
lePt! This has to be one of the

Founders' Final books!

That has to be the
Most ridiculous
thing I've heard
You say yet.

These 1'people Wwere researchers,
rightZ They'd only ﬁut the stupP
they NEEDED to in their reEporbs.
They'd keep all the INTERESTING

StUPP in their journals!

I dunno, that sovnds
about right: to me. What
looks Wrong to yov?

GAH! Alright, Pine,
that's it already/

You DID deserve that, Lucien.




Always have. That's not
important, bhou‘gh. What 15
important is that we can
leave now. The soonerI...

IP this ISN'T what that
guy is looking Por, he can
come down here and get
it himselP...

Look, I've SEEN people react
to script When they're not
ready For it, but never like
that. And I've seen some
pretty powerful stuPP.

Uh huh, why did you
react so violentl
to the magic script?

*snar(* You're annovingl
persistant, you know that?

Hey, you said it yourselP
When You Pirst conned me
into this, I'M curiovs.

Mag&be You should've thought ] Q
oP

hat befPore You started
poking around Lineta. " IPIhad myway, I
— wouldn't be anywhere

NEAR this department...

...What NOW?

In the same way I'll never explicitly define what magic script looks like, I most likely won't ever
nail down its exact properties, either, like exactly how it affects people reading it. It apparently
affects Lucien quite badly, since we see it again in Chapter Four. I'll at least try to be marginally
consistent about it; it's just unreal text that describes how certain parts of magic work, after all.
Alex could probably write it if she weren't so preoccupied with learning new stuff.

Why, exactly, does it affect Lucien when he reads it? Well, now...
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TALL, (A ([N
\— el
"—-‘"('.’ This i6 getting more
'l=i-f""- )\ \ < /. bhan a bit anfoying.
“’A‘r—" SRTaRY: ' Any ideas?
= 1 = Well, this is
E=AN A S — " worth a shot...

S Wow. That's
y [

{4 kind of disturbing,
R " ey _
N —7 7\ _—_'-
I Y- v

) r
N ! ' ...like they absorbed and

rePracted it. Yes, I'd say

A —— e
| that's a lot more what
R | it: looked like.
; In Pact, it looks
more like... N

TN
b By
24 )

) Shake

—

§ hake

Look! Near the top of the wall of jewelbugs in the leaky first panel! It's Bean Man! Bean Man,
everyone!

The main thing I remember about this comic is how excruciatingly long it took me to draw each

individual jewelbug in that wall. And color each one, too. I might use simple floodfills for a lot
of my colors, but that's still a pain...
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C'mon. There's another
exit over there. Maybe this
basement loops around.

Look at this. They bred gigantic
jewelbugs, trained them to Porm
a wall like this, and enchanted their

shells to absorb and refract magic.

This... this is
just ridicvlous.

Even Mgf Mentor would've
probably taken years to
Pigure all this out right.
It's ovtrageous.

nd Por what? dome stupid
prank on the people Prom the
Mechanics department?

il
NI

fave—

Actoally, I might
have an answer

And why'd ﬁheg rjuss train to that (ast one...

them to block off THIS exit?
It doesn't make any sense!

...and therefore, that's why I only drew the wall from the side like this from here on out.

Also, Alex might've pointed out the absurdity of how the jewelbugs apparently continued to
breed for the thousands of years since the Founders were in Lineta and managed to maintain
those properties and training over countless generations. Or maybe they were magically
suspended in time until the trap was triggered. Something like that, sure, let's go with it.
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I don't know why, but this
part of the Ploor lit up as
s00n as I stepped onit.

I don't see anybhing
happening. With everybhing
else in here, that's worrying
Me. 80 don't move.

I'd take that as more a
hint to run away Prom here
as Past as possible, really.

Sure, that's another
valid inkerpretation...

(N5

In retrospect, working in this lab had to be a nerve-wracking experience, given most everything
seems to be rigged as a trap for anyone unaware of what's going on. Sure, maybe they only
armed everything after everyone left for the night, but the last thing that happened here was
everyone going bonkers after the messenger from the gods came by, then fleeing the temple for
good, so it doesn't seem like anyone would have time to set everything up before they left. Then
again, the magic department could've just been that petty and spiteful before they left.

Legendary people, am I right?

73



On My signal, run Por the
zperlirlg over here. Quickly. We
on't khow what this is going to
release. IP you see one of those
liPting things that got us here,
JUMP On iG.

Aaahhhhhh, ¢crap...

Now this just seems ill-thought-out if your plan was to NOT cause lasting injury or potential
death.

The idea here was that the first plate (the one with the yellow glow) is priming the system and
the second plate (red glow) triggers the door if the yellow one was hit first. I think. That doesn't
sound right now that I type it out, come to think of it. If the magic department wanted to know
when interlopers LEFT (and make sure they didn't easily return), you'd think they would leave
out the first plate entirely. In fact, you'd think they'd use something larger than a slightly-bigger-
than-foot-sized plate.

Maybe the yellow plate is attached to something that's broken, then, and Lucien and Alex

misread it and panicked. Or maybe it was never attached to anything to begin with and the
magic department was playing mind games with any unwanted visitors. Yeah, that's the ticket.
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Mex! Can wou
hear me*

That one sign on the wall that was very clearly
intended to be a helpful magical reminder of some
sort. Note the nasal fly icon.

As a general case, I try not to alter the original art
when I make these books. However, you might note
that I did slightly change the contents of the letter
Lucien's holding (then again, if you did note that, you
either have a disturbingly good memory or you
compared the book to what's on the web before I had
a chance to update the latter years ago). I've been
trying to make it a point to not have the word "geez" be a part of the DoM lexicon ever since a
friend of mine (Laura Taylor) pointed out it's sort of etymologically improbable in that world.

That's another one of those things I'll probably forget and screw up as I go along. I know for a
fact I forgot that in at least one of the Chapter Two comics.
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All right, that was clearly luck that it landed right UNDER her hand like that. You're not
impressing anyone anymore, Founders.

The angles I used in previous comics get really confusing, but I at least THINK the shelf that
contained the spring-loaded trap that got Lucien is on the BACK wall of this angle, not the
RIGHT side (where the door slammed shut). I'm pretty sure I didn't just completely forget to
put that in here when I drew the scene. That would mean the entrance (the one that is now
blocked by a wall of jewelbugs) is to the LEFT of this scene. Yeah, that makes sense.

Also, continuing the theme of "not very well thought-out", the Founders must have had to clean

up this storage room a lot if the vibrations from that huge stone wall slamming shut kept
knocking everything over like we can see in the background.
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80 then, there was like
MEANVHILE... l this huge crash just now?
Like, We Were just 40 we wanb IN, little dude.
hear'mg all sorts of

these noises and i
things behind that wall. %}Ecggiggﬁhép

Oil What's an S0Me of theM voices. be able to break
this about? _ this down.

Well, I just came Prom

the Mechanics wing
Bome o' the ot bhere Woah!
Might have something. Wicked idea!

l

( Hey, yeah, go ask then.
hey'll probably be

l able to do the trick.

The cogs-as-pigtail-ties dwarf girl from earlier has nothing on the wrenches-as-hair-sticks dwarf
girl here.

Dwarves and beach elves tend to get along all right. But then again, this is Lineta Hall we're
talking about. The sort of people who'd willingly be there in the first place tend to be far more
progressive and tolerant than others regardless. That's why we'll see this particular beach elf
getting along all right with a forest elf later in the chapter.

For the record, dwarves and forest elves in the DoM are generally more ambivalent towards
each other. Dwarves see little use in holding that tightly to tradition (and they hate climbing
trees), and forest elves aren't too keen on haywire machinery (and they prefer forests to
mountains). So, they don't wind up near each other much.
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Hey. I only needed Pive
panels today, s0 I thought I'd
ust mention that July 10 was

he DoM's Pourth anniversary.
Go Me.

Oh. I'm still in
this stupid Poom.
Wonderful.

Well, at: the very

least, Lucien isn't
here. I've got that
going Por me.

Hrmph. Whoever wrote this
note is centuries dead by
now, so they're Erobab!
not coming to let me ov
any time soon.

30 I'M stuck
here. Great.

I think it was around here that I stopped doing anniversary strips. Part of it was because I wasn't
putting out a consistent enough schedule to make them mean anything, but there's also only so
many jokes you can get out of a webcomic anniversary.

The bowling ball, though, I don't remember why I put that there. The icon on the shirt I'm

wearing looks sort of like the light bulb logo from The Incredible Machine 2 (and 3.0), and the
bowling ball part was blue in the original games, but that's all I got there.

M
N
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Maybe iP I-
Ugh... All right, new

® plan, don't stand vp
Eeeeyaaa... 50 quickly.
.. ER - o oty B -
Al right. Better 100k Y - = ‘ =

around, there has to
be s0Me Way out.

In Pact, I probably shouldn't —
) ...a ringing that... sounds
Move much at all.” My body's sadl I Qa Sbedn engine

aching, My limbs are sore, M
head's still spinning, I've go
this ringing in my ears...

quickly approaching...

Aha! THIS is where I started drawing backgrounds and foregrounds separately if [ knew I was
going to be repeating the same angle for numerous panels! Oh, man, that worked out so much
better. And I could apply fake bloom effects and blurs to them, too! Man, it almost makes me
wish I didn't work on using more dynamic camera angles later in the strip such that it's harder to
repeat the same background like this a lot.

I'm surprised that mushroom's held up this well, all things considered.
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Sitting around in the myriad of files I have for the DoM (of which there are many), I've got the
dwarf girl's drilling machine split out into a separate file. There was a time [ was going to make
a standalone wallpaper out of that. I'm pretty sure that's not going to happen now, but that file
just continues to sit there.
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D , Yeah, apparently the
A FEW DAYS EARLIER, IN BREZMNIAL e ! castle's got, bherkrj- own

problems With the new
patrols at the border.
Weren't up to-

Eh, shaddup and
gimme the hote.

@ueen's got a
Message Por
_ ya, boss.
Pt

. Heh... go get the
What is ( Tt
it, bossz JM 93ng. We re headin Light? From Lineta?
’ OPP to Lineta. hen was the lach

Looks ke ol bithe bhose geekt™ 14 was a joke,
queenie's up Por stupid, just get
a bit of light ready to leave.
readin’.

Wi

I came up with the name "The Drunk Boar" out of nowhere. That's probably how most bars get
names like that, come to think of it, so that's not a particularly interesting story. Sorry.

Welcome back to Breznial! We haven't seen much of Landis's crime-riddled neighboring
kingdom since Chapter One (besides a minor teaser at the end of Chapter Two). And, come to
think of it, we haven't seen much of it lately, either. Ethyl's as-yet-unnamed gang is the most
powerful and influential in the kingdom, which nets them a fair amount of special tasks "from
the queen" (as we know from Chapter Four, really her council). I tend to assume Landis and
Breznial have something of a general animosity between them, but stopping barely short of
actual hostilities. The council must think there's something to be gained tactically by sending
out their "best" to raid Lineta Hall like this.

I didn't design a full set of playing cards for whatever Ethyl's playing there. You can make up
your own rules for whatever solitaire-like game she's apparently playing.
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50 what're we
looking Por there?

A book. Magic
one, it says.

Aah, s0 they'll vse that to
screw up the patrols so
We can get back to work?

AND maybe we ¢an expand!
Now yer catching on! Now
let's get the gang!

I write Ethyl as being harsh and abrasive, like you'd expect the leader of a gang of violent thugs
to be. Though when I do that, I also have to be careful to make sure there's enough reason why
she's REMAINED the leader of a gang of violent thugs and has not yet been killed by said gang
of violent thugs. And frankly, "because she can take them all in a fight and can't ever be
ambushed and is better than all of them and is unstoppable" just makes for very lazy writing.
There, I said it, and I'd say it again if [ had to. So I actually try to make her a LEADER, per se,
with at least some concern about her gang. You need a balance between fear and respect, else

you won't get anywhere.

83

WhatZ None of us
knows what to do
with a magic-

I know THAT! The CASTLE wants
it! They say it's loaded with a
bunch of spells and such they
can vse to sUMMon things.
85UPP ol' Landis'll never have a
¢lue what to do with.




THE NEXT DAY, IN CASTLE LANDIS...

Your hired goons
are here, jerk...

The captain of Topaz

squad and her troops
to see You, sire.
— =
= Excellent. Good
3 Morning, squad.

Q

We overheard the gang's leader
receive a note supposediy Prom
Castle Breznial. They plan on
invading Lineta Hall in search of
a book of some sort, one the castle
plans on vsing in response to our

You said you
had somebhmF to
A discuss, sally?

Disturbing news, sire.
We just ﬂof. ack Prom recon
out in Breznial, and their
largest crime ring are
planning something.

Did they Mention anything more
speciPic? Like what book they
want, or what it does, or-

increased patrols aPter the incident
at the PerPect Equinox Festival.

'.——- —
—

With all respect,
sire, I really don't
think they're quite

that stupid to discuss
that out loud.

H
\ )

2.

Ah, Carl. Don't ever change. I originally had a long-term story idea where King Landis
would've been assassinated (maybe by Stephanie) and the eulogy at the funeral service would've
revealed that he had some psychic talent, much to Carl's shock. But, that was a dumb idea that
thankfully never went anywhere. Stephanie's got bigger plans.

I just kept going with copying backgrounds into multiple panels like this. It allowed me to
make more detailed backgrounds, knowing I (hopefully) wouldn't have to remember each and
every single detail so I could keep redrawing it. It unfortunately had the side effect of making
this room look vastly different than it did at the end of Chapter Two.
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Lineta Hall is loosely regarded

%%%%Ff;e::ﬁj ghé::'a'!? as an independent state, outside
5q0ad 00t to Lineta oP either Landis or Breznial
to intercept them. 4 vsval, someo@ control. Just as well, history

has bo baik SOME has shown Lineta to be quite

sense inbo You... capable of dePending itselP Prom

invasion. They most likely do
not need our protection.

Very well. My
troops and-

Mso as vsuval, exactly
ONE person in this room
has done ANY research
at all on the subject...

However, I think we should still I sbill want someone in Breznial
have someone out there keeping to watch them Prom there. As
an eye on Breznial's activities. Carl, ‘ your squad has experience in the

sommon Rostone squad. Make sure matter, I'd like You to return
they have a mage or two With them. there Por now.

to do, sire?

N *groan*
nd what are we @? -
it
]

The major patrol squads of Landis are named after precious jewels. Sally is
captain of Topaz Squad, Cy is captain of Sapphire Squad, etc. The squads are
kept small (one captain, two troops) to maintain ease of deployment, though it is
not uncommon for individual members of squads to join others should the need
arise. The royal army mages are not normally parts of patrol squads and are
generally distributed to whatever squad needs a mage at the time, owing to the
differences in training and utility between soldiers and mages, and also because
the soldiers don't like dealing with the mages and hold them in a bit of contempt.

Rostone Squad is named after the rostone, a precious jewel known mainly for its truly hideous
brown color, unimpressively dull face, and legitimately impressive hardness. While it has its
applications in art and design, it is usually used for its blunt surfaces, easily able to be crafted into
incredibly strong blunt tools for smiths or blunt weapons for people who like blunt weapons.
Rostone Squad fields a fair amount of casual ribbing for this.
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Topaz Squad (shown) is Landis's go-to squad when surveillance is called for. Or, more
specifically, surveillance that requires disguise, like how the three of them were in the Drunk
Boar overhearing Ethyl's plans. The way I have it in my notes is that Sally is a skilled
seamstress in addition to her usual patrol captain duties. As such, she can typically devise better
outfits for the purposes of subterfuge than what the royal tailors can come up with (see
upcoming comic where Matt instantly recognizes a Landis casual uniform), making her squad
ideal for things like light infiltration and investigating the goings-on in Breznial. But, again, I've
found that's another thing that's really hard to explain in-universe without making it seem forced
or awkward. Plus, any self-respecting Discworld fan would be very upset at me over the
confusion generated by actually legitimately declaring a character to be a seamstress.
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Tovay, IN LINETA... gince it's somebhing they
haven't discovered yet, they've |
got an excavation squad out

there looking the lab over.

And they can look all they Y
want, I don't ever want
to see that place again.

Well, did you at least
Pind the book?

Yeah, I'm still @ libtle
1 woozy, but I Peel a
lot betber now.

@ood, good. Guess they
know what: they're doing
here after all.

Oh, that reminds me.
He said You knew
Who he Was...

I honestly don't care. I
Pound SOME book, the stuPP
inside looked powerful enough,

50 that better be what he
was looking Por.

] ]

Oh, Yeah, broke into our
room at that inn in Breznial,
ave me this letter Por

I'M REALLY glad 60 ) Phinn, really creepy Preak. ..

be rid of Lucien.

gure, I know all I
really want to
about him.

You weren't supposed to notice that's Howard and Tilly in the wide shot unless you were
looking for them. That was just me being fancy just in case you went back to check if they were
indeed sitting there the whole time once Alex sees them.

That's also the same two people on the edge of the bridge that come up later as one-shot
characters (look for the pink-haired girl with the weird thread thing in her hair in a few pages).
In fact, I think I overdrew a LOT of that scene because I wasn't sure how much I'd zoom in on it
in the end, so there's probably a file sitting around somewhere that has every single person we
see on the bridge detailed out. Wow, that was silly of me.

And yes, that's Captain Spam walking around the corner there. He gets around.
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The Castle of Dreams appeared
in the sky, s0 they were a bit:
overjoyed, as you can guess. 1
just walked in at the right time.

Well, it at least sounds
likke you had more Pun

than I did up in the

observatory...

Even got a Pree robe out of the deal.
Which was nice.

Well, to be honest, it was.
Right until this elP in the
observatory started droning
on and on about what the
elves think that Palling
thing is.

Weird thing is, I saw some sort
oP... glowing orb thing Pall out oP
the castle right bePore it
vanished. I've never seen
anything like it.

UM... g?'eah. Ig’ust; put
up with Lucien blatherin
to me in the lab. And ha

of what he said was
probably lies.

Seriously? That sounds B
Pascinating, really. = Y3

- =\
I should really put Matt in the astronomer's robes again. I'm guessing he was probably allowed
to take that set home with him. They probably have a lot of spares.

The idea of "elves like to tell long, rambling stories" is one I try to insert in every once in a
while. Tilly complains about Phinn possibly doing that in Chapter One, in fact. They're a
timelessly old race of people who themselves have incredibly long lifespans and an innate knack
for keeping intricately detailed stories and records, so they like telling said stories from time to
time.
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And I wanted to see
what they were doing in
the basement theatres
today, too...

Mot
i

R/
30... er... What'Ve Yqod
oL been doin ‘
oday, Cesol? L
L ™
00l

, .
v _ ;J
Ha! "APternoon! Ah, that's what we're
about to test now, lad!
'I| Watch this!
N J >/ I
<2 M

Qil Watch
your arms!

[ Wow. I was wondering
who put that scaffolding

l way up there...

Though it's hard to believably pull off in the space of the more interesting parts of a few people's
lives, I want to impart SOME impression that technology (including magic research) actually
advances in this world, rather than imply that it'll remain in a quasi-medieval state forever.
Hence the Kroloff Claw and how Cesol builds it in more places as the comic goes along. It's not
so much that it's never been made before (the drilling machine dwarf recognizes it immediately
later), it's just that the team working on it have devised ways to make it simpler to build. Hence,
mass production. When the comic gets to more places where Cesol HASN'T been and we see
Kroloff Claws installed (likely from dwarves returning home after visiting Lineta Hall), it'll
make more sense.

Also, those two in the back were obviously made separate from the foreground elements.
They... didn't quite line up with what was going on in with the claw. Oops.
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] h N

~~ | [ And honestly, iP she's
5t0ck on somethin

that's conPusing H

I REALLY don't want

to know what it is...

UM... 50...
have you heard
Prom Salth?

Y'know, that reminds
me. something about
that journal Lucien
Pinally wound vp With.

Actually, no, not
Iat.eI‘lg. She's probably
still'in the libraries.

IP that WAS what he was aPter,
it doesn't make much sense. He
quite clearly wouldn't be able to

deal with something that powerpul.

And iP he was getting it Por
someone else, I mean, the
only people I know of who'd
be able to make any sense
of that are salth or Marz-

I admit I really like the almost-empty speech bubble as a means of expressing sudden realization
of dread. I've used it again since, and it's not going to be the last time I use it.

At least the background people somewhat plausibly tracked Cesol as he was flung through the
air. That wound up better than how they looked in the previous comic.
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ELSEWHERE IN LINETA... My apologies, circomstances )
3 delayed me. I will assome, then, You told me to go Pind a mage.
it i e ol B
i z il
bhe book I was looking Por? Pound this or already dead.

; Isee. Most regrettable,
An, there you < “ Yeah, lemme tell ‘gbou. but certainly not your

E‘” are. Greetings.

this better be concern, was she?

= )

Yes, I believe this will do.

i -
*growl* Get this straigh, flere'e My end of the bargain, Now listen to me. Make this

old man, that is NOT how i iR i easier on both of vs. Don't
I ok, Just give me P haone row ' " ever talk to Me again.
what I'm here Por.

Hey, it's Marzos! And his ridiculous robe!
I've got quite long-term plans regarding Lucien, so keeping track of how he acts around specific
people is sort of important for me. He's far more annoyed talking to Marzos than he is talking to

Matt or Alex. And then there's what happened with Cy in Chapter Six...

At any rate, rest assured that the thingamajig he's been handed is important. The fact that I just
pointed it out to you might make a couple other scenes in later chapters a bit more meaningful.
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But, I do suppose he has

apoint. I'm not getting

any wounger. And I have
a Pair deal of lost time to
catch vp With on My goals.

Rather strange choice
of phrase Por an elf to
say to a human...

And iP what I've heard of
this group of ancient

Linetans is accorate, this
should be all I need.

...Were they actoally
bryinpqrt-o remove the poison
oM the ice rose?

And thankpPoliy, I
know how to read
Elven script. I'd hate to
have to deal with-

Thing is, Marzos reading from a journal whose only marking is the Linetan icon wouldn't be too
out of place in Lineta. I know from experience working in a college bookstore that universities
will sell any random junk with their logo on it.
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[ Listen to me. Lucien
covld've played
T — anyone like that.
It's not your Pavlt.

i\
Come on, sis, pull yourselp )

together! Panic won't
help anything!

And don't worry about Marzos.
2alth is working on it. You of
all people should khow she's got
everything undenr control.

Yeah, they'veyy
bars in ever|
oF the place

still sayin'

Y'know whaj
place cou
More d

Like Piguring out
P b Where that annoying he
voice is coming Prom.

80 just calm down. It's [ 7
not a disaster. Just - [ (L
try to Pind something to And why 16'3 e
get your mind oPP it. Pamilian. .
Matt, look
Whada MEAN, over there!
I"sba -
W,

Y S

I

I'd imagine a drink shop in the corner of an upscale quasi-university would have obnoxious tall-
and-thin glasses like what Matt and Alex have there. It really doesn't take much for me to be
able to picture that.

Comics like this are why I was considering switching to a program that relatively seamlessly
blends raster and vector layers. I don't do it often, but keeping Tilly's speech bubbles under the
foreground raster portion wound up being a bit of a hack job in Inkscape that could've been
avoided if the entire thing was handled in one program. Paint Shop Pro did it when I used it, but
I got sick of other things it did, hence the GIMP-and-Inkscape setup I used at this point. It
worked well enough for my purposes.

Before you ask, Krita doesn't give me anywhere near the same control over its vector layers as

Inkscape does.
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J—
I've seen that bePore. Standard
Landis Royal Army casval outPit.
It's what the troops wear when
the king doesn’t want them to
cavse @ panic. Or iP they think
they're keeping discreet.

Look! That's Howard!
That guy who helped
vs get out of Breznial!

I'm

taIE

onna go
to him.

Woah, hang on just
asec. Look at what
he's wearing.

" But I don't think this is the time or \

place. IP he's here in that sort of

But... he wasn't part oUtPiL, he's here on Landis business.

oF the Landis army.

What's he doing in- And I don't want to get involved in

\_ anything the army's got going on.
D (

I say we wait until we know
we've got him alone before we
talk to him. All right?

I don't know, and
honestly, I would
like to know why.

This is what [ was talking about with Sally and Topaz Squad earlier. Castle Landis doesn't
exactly have the most creative of tailors if everyone knows what their standard-issue "trying to
be discreet" outfit is. Or if they even HAVE a standard-issue outfit for that in the first place.
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Y'know what yer problem is,
Howard? Lemme tell ya
what yer problem is.

But You're sittin' here
With Wour nose stuPPed
in a damn book!

All around you've got a
bunch of cute chicks with
rains in ‘em. They look good,
they're clever, bheri got Wit,,
they're smark...

S0 Yer stuck here
sittin' around
Lineta Hall, right ¥

/ o N\

... and I KNOW ver into
that sort of Bhing.

4

Wa-hey, there,
beautiPol! Nice ta
see YOU again!

50 ¢'Mon, put the book down

and sbart takin' in the sights! Tilly, would Yyou
@otta take advantage of PLEAEE stop ogling
the situation! You've been... the womenge’

Oh, afr' gonna like
...Woah. \ THIS broad, Howard.
' 'I Look, nobody's
going to- /
7\
Uz

D

Tilly is always fun to write, just like Stephanie.
Only where Stephanie is sadistic and sociopathic,
Tilly is more brazen and impulsive. I don't get a
chance to do that often in the DoM.

I also like that pink-haired girl with whatever
thread or whatnot is going through her hair like
that. I like making fun one-shot background
characters like her or the Romana's-hat-girl earler
in the chapter, and there'll be a few others as the
chapter goes on.
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ell... what...
what brings you
to Lineta®

My mentor's... looking
something up in the
Main libraries.

Hey-HEY! Alex! Long
time no see! C'mon,
gimme a hug!

N-nothing to worry
about. Really.
)

And how did you wind
up in a Landis army
outPit; like that?

That's... actvally 1%
kind of a long story.

(50, why are
You here?

EhM... that'll make
this story longer...

9) 5

The ledge on which Tilly is standing (and from which he was just slapped by Alex) is a
decorative gap in the walkway that leads to the lake on which Lineta Hall sits. Given how it has
that shin-height wall around it, I have to wonder if that's at all safe. OSHA Man would not
approve.

I'll admit to several character design issues with Howard, to be honest. I mean, there's his weird
hair, for instance. I'm not at all sure what's going on with it apart from it being asymmetrical.
But more importantly is that, apart from the hair thingy on the viewer's left of his head, he really
resembles Matt a lot. I've got to do something about that in the future.
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It was the winter aPter
I met You and Matt in
Breznial. I lePt your village
to try to Pind somewhere

quiet I could study.

But, I got: lost trying to get out
of Landis and somehow ended
vp back in the village. The only
person in was your librarian,
s0 I asked her Por help.

Last winter? That was the most
recent of the draPt decrees. You
don't mean Phinn Porgot to warn
you about that, do you?

©

W’

Oh; no. InPact, When she gave
Me a map of Landis, she told me
all she knew about avoiding
anyone Prom the castle.

Then let me guess, she Joe§
Porgot to tell your doll. D i

I keep around all my old comics for later

reference. For instance, right here, I dug up the

conversation between Howard and Phinn back
in Chapter One (shortly after Phinn punched
Tilly off of Howard's shoulder) and tried to
redraw it in my at-the-time modern style. Part
of it included that winter outfit for Phinn. Next
time it's winter in the village, that's definitely

coming back.
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Pound me Pirst. I don't honestly
know, maybe I covld have talked
My way oot oP ib...

APter EEOM Pell, I tried to make it ...iP Tilly didn't chime in Pirst.
to Terakol. But, a patrol squad @

When... You were
getting trained, did
anyone ever mention

UM... ho, I don't
think s0. Why-

I'm betting I'd be in the castle's
dungeon o executed by now if not
Por the draPt decree after that,
but in the end, I was taken to
Castle Landis and "convinced" to
train Por the army's mage division.

At the time I'm originally wrote this, we were out of Chapter Seven, and we know Miles and
Triala of Amethyst Squad here (Sam is off-panel to the right). Yes, that is the same squad from
that one short interaction they had with Howard and Tilly back in Chapter One. That doesn't
really affect anything story-wise, I just like implying that the troops are more of people and less
of generic throwaway grunts.

Though, I have changed how the patrol members' armor looks. When I first drew Landis patrol
squads, I always gave them something resembling plate armor, or at least something metal (the
captains always had lighter armor, though). That was until I started wondering about the
logistics of general patrol duties in something as heavy as plate armor, moreso when I explicitly
defined the patrol squads as not really combat troops and more of... well, light patrol squads.
Kingdom-wide investigators, more or less. Something like that.
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Because of that, I later changed their outfits into squad-colored shirts over what is some lighter
form of armor (hardened leather, etc), presumably with a padding layer underneath that directly
touches skin. They still have collar and shoulder plates, for whatever they're worth, but the
current patrol uniforms should be much lighter, and at least marginally more believable.

So, y'know, just treat the old plate armor as a continuity error. It's not like Landis is suddenly
cutting back or anything. The full-on soldiers still have much heavier armor, for instance. We
see that briefly in the intro pages to Chapter Seven.

Also, it should be clear by this point that Castle Landis has stopped caring about Matt managing
to abandon the army near the start of Chapter One. They get used to that; nobody really likes
the drafts, and quite a few people get away with abandoning it.

chrua[ At tror 5‘[““1-9&0?'\& Shirt
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40 that's where I've been the
ast Pew months. stuck in the
ndis Royal Army's mage
division.

As a draPted member oP the army,
I can go nearly anywhere in the
castle, but that's about it. Can't
leave outside of business.

But you're here now. And still
in a Landis outPit. Meaning
your business here is...

UM... When we escaped
Breznial, didn't we kinda
get on the bad side of-

The leader of their largest
crime syndicate, yes. And
they know me. I'm trying
hot to remember that.

Breznial. The castie didn't
give U5 many details, but

apparently Landis is expecting

them out here to cause trouble.

Right in the back there, underneath Howard's narration box, is Captain Spam! Like I said in the
previous book, he really doesn't show up often, not nearly as much as Bean Man does, though
now that I look back, I notice he showed up a lot in this chapter.

In the Landis army, thaumaturgy is its own unit, separate from the patrol squads or the front-line
military forces. They're generally deployed as detachments on an as-needed basis, like here
where Howard was assigned to accompany Rostone Squad in their investigation of Ethyl's
planned invasion of Lineta Hall. Because of this whole arrangement, mages traditionally don't
get much respect in the army, as they rarely work with the same team twice. They also just don't
tend to get along well with the soldiers anyway.
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Me and my Priend over
here, we was lookin'
Por a book...

MEANWHILE, BACK IN THE MAIN LIBRARY...

Aye, we got ye beat,
lads, we're looking Por

All right,, next ;
a whole library Full.

shelf, same as the
last. Ready?

Hey hey, dwarp!
Just who we was
lookin' Por!

Nah, nan, nah, it's
dis one in perticulars.
It's got-

Hey! Dis libarry's
got no books in here!

Ye could be looking Por
any book in here, ye
ain't gonna Pind it any
Paster'n we are.

Eeh, you're not ver
quick ones, are ye+

Ha! You bookshelves aren't very threatening without all your books, now, are you?

Now, my style is one where hands don't get the subtle detail of "having fingers". That's all nice
and good, really, but this also extends to feet not having toes. That looks much, much stranger
to me when the person is wearing sandals, hence why the large thug's toes aren't visible in the

last three panels.

It's not often you see a dwarf interested in magic.
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SCENES LIKE THAT WERE TAKING PLACE ALL =~ I/ MEMBERS OF ETHYL'S CRIME SYNDICATE VERE
OVER LINETA HALL AT THAT MOMENT. " ROAMING AROUND, INTIMIDATING THE PEOPLE FOR
ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE BOOK THEY RE
LOOKING FOR.

P

gl
[

THE OLD-TIMERS IN THE HALL KNEW HOW AND LANDIS WAS WATCHING FOR JUST THIS SORT
TO DEAL VWITH THIS SORT OF SITUATION, OF THING, WHETHER THAT HELPED OR NOT.
BUT MANY OF THE VISITORS DID NOT.

Ll

{ 50 what're you and
Matt doing here?

Oh, My mentor wanted
{ b0 come out here, s0
e tagged along. She-

Clearly, the punk girl in the first panel is in way
over her head there. You just don't get all up in
the business of an old person doing research in a
storehouse of ancient wisdom like that.

If Tilly was able to climb out of that gap in the
bridge, I guess it's not all that dangerous after all,
right? Right. That's totally how safety standards
work.
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HOWARD! Front
and center!

Well, Howard's... doing Pine.
@Got stuck in the Landis army
last draPt decree. days he's
here now becauvse Breznial's
planning on cauvsing trouble.

0. IS
Making time with
.-L 2 Chith OVAPIDH!

An, crap... I've gotta
go. I... er... hope to see
You around the HallZ

Yeah, I think they're past
the "planning" phase by
this point...

Hey, sis! Wanna go
Mess with a bunch
of Breznial thugs?

Well, if the dwarves
are still on the rooP...

Whatever those two guys in the background of the first panel were trying to do, it clearly didn't
work. They've been staring at that thingamayjig for the past few comics now.

It's always delightful playing Alex and Matt off each other, them being siblings and all. It's even
better when they're about to get into all sorts of hilarious fun with violent thugs! Shame I didn't
get the perspectives worked out right again, though. I get better with that over time.
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WHILE ETHYL'S THUGS ARE QUITE EXPERIENCED THEY NOT ONLY HAVE GENERATIONS OF
IN THE ART OF INTIMIDATION, THE PEOPLE WHO KNOWLEDGE TO DRAW UPON, BUT ALSO
LIVE IN LINETA HALL ARE MORE EXPERIENCED IN VERY QUICK, CREATIVE MINDS.

DEALING WITH PEOPLE LIKE THEM.

h‘DDlTIDNhLL}’, THERE.'S FREQUENT CROSS-STUDY | GUESS WHAT |’M SAYING 1S, DON'T MESS WITH
AMONG THE DIFFERENT AREAS OF RESEARCH BOTANISTS WHO HAVE STUDIED WITH ALCHEMISTS.
(MORESO THAN THE FOUNDERS HAD, APPARENTLY),
LEADING TO INTERESTING, INNOVATIVE
ADVANCEMENTS THAT CAN BE USED IN SITUATIONS
LIKE THESE.

That is one hell of a hat the Linetan girl has. That is also one hell of an outfit on the Breznialian
thug.




ELSEWHERE...

IWho M- Me7|

There. Just the
book Por the job.
Now, to wait f!oru

You there! Gotta
. m question Por Ya.

\'

A
. \‘\.._‘

Yeah, Yov. I'm lookin’ Por
@ book 'round here. Real
good one, too. An'I Pigures
you're gonna help me, gob it?

M
He% h about

his one? ‘
N—~——————

Never a dull moment;
at Lineta Hall, I say.

Md waaaaib N : , - ' l ‘ I
Por it.... - W ) =
e *grow* Why you.. - 2
. 1" g ¢'mere, Hg’u 7
rotten little...
] \ <
T T T
' < | l N =
. - #3 ““‘-"'

Hee hee!

Here I was finally just draw a fully-loaded bookshelf ONCE and have it apply to all panels.
Shame there's no real background aside from it, though.

I recall it being harder than it looked to write Alex feigning innocence like that. Probably partly
because that's really not in her nature, but also because it doesn't fit the DoM world very well,
either. Like I hinted at before, I tend to avoid things like having characters just assume female
characters are weaker for whatever reason. I mean, sure, Alex isn't exactly physically
intimidating, especially not compared to the Breznial thug, so maybe he's actually sort of
justified in assuming he can push her around on size alone, but still.

I really need to give names to Ethyl's thugs.
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IN A COURTYARD...

ok

What was that?
Ah, bhere "/ Y/ ( *grr* Looks like

Yoo are. ~ soMe kinda glider.

That hurt, too.

Yeah, yeah, that's what
I've been hearing Prom

everyone. Last [ heard,
not even Ethyl's getting- @'

/

50... did You get-

*grumble* No, I DIDN'T
get anything ovtta
these geeks yet.

All right,, what the
hell'is going on?
And whepe're these
things coming Prom?

Spot on, lads!
Next, let's gets
the steam carts!

One may point out that a group of dwarves given free reign to create small
gliders may have come up with a far more vast and varied array of such
devices, rather than all making the same basic model, as is shown here. One
would, in fact, be very correct in this assumption. But one would have to
remember that the artist is in computer science, not aerospace engineering.

After putting this one up, someone contacted me and suggested that I perhaps should have
checked if any of my readers actually WERE aerospace engineers before making the large

panel. Dangit.
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Hee hee, all right,
now, second act,
Wwe_ add in-

HEY! What do
You think You're
doing up there?

Glinda was covering
this wing...

I've had enough of you
punks messing around

in Ngg lab! Eomgt of s
are trying to get some
" wor%r. done!
>

Okay, let's see here...
I sure hope this thing's
labeled right. I was
never any good at
Piguring out potions.

But, I think that
symbol means "Ice",
50 here goes...

*arumble®* ANOTHER
thing I've got to do
around here. Now I've
got to ¢lean up the glass,

Make another s

i [
| —]
...thaw out the /
ice on the Ploor... ‘ .

Boy oh boy, this panel layout sure seemed like a
clever idea when I didn't have any plans of putting
these into a book!

Glinda! Right, I did name at least one of Ethyl's
thugs after all. She was apparently the pink-haired
punk girl.
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LATER, IN ONE OF THE HALL'S TOWERS...

Boss! There
you are!

OTNE

We're not having much
[uck Pinding that b
boss. The'™ 1 yNoW that already!

None've these geeksre
talkin'. None of 'em!

g

What's going on? We've dealt
With the worst of the worst
back home! Why can't we get
anything outta a bunch of
dweeby bookworms?

I... The castle DID
5ay this was a one-
oP-a-kind book. Maybe
these guys just don't
khow about it..

\

Plus, we REALLY didn't
expect some of 'em to
start Pighting back...

See? Now Glinda knows better.

Ethyl also wears sandals. Maybe I should take the time to come up with a better concept of a
bare foot for my style. Drawing out individual toes looks seriously wrong when I don't draw out
individual fingers. Though, it turns out I don't need it that often. Most people in the DoM wear
shoes or boots.

Actually, have I mentioned I'm not all that good at drawing legs in the first place? That's why
nearly everyone either wears loose-fitting long pants (including overalls with Ethyl or Melzos),
robes, or long skirts. That's probably related to why sandals aren't worn very often around here.
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That does it. I'm askin'
this one last old guy over
here, then I reckon we
regroup and come Up
With @ new plan.

You understand you
are the Pourth group
oP students to disturb
Me in the past Pifteen
Minutes...

Yeah, well, we're
not students, darlin’,

and we wanna ask you
about that book you've
got there.

You aren't students, wou
say? Ashame. I don't
Mind answering their
questions, to tell you
the truth.

APter all, they are
simply curiovs. They
just Want to learn.

Which is quite a bit:
like myselP, really.

Hrm. Maybe I can get Y
some pedce and quiet:
near the top oP this

When designing a villain, a good way to start is have someone who actually, truly believes that
what they're doing is right, perhaps with some reservation. Marzos actually does legitimately
believe what he's doing is for the good of science and knowledge. Salthalus will explain later.

Of course, you don't always HAVE to do that. Stephanie is more driven by plain ol' reckless
ambition, mixed with a cruel streak. Lucien's agenda... will be revealed in time.
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BACE IN ONE OF THE HALLWAYS...

Okay, then. Note to selp:
Do not disturb alchemists
When they are working.

IP any of Ehtyl's gang are
here, the people of Lineta seem
seriously more prepared to
deal with them than we are.

But, I'm Pairly sure
there's more Prom
Breznial to mess with.
It's still-

Here's the next
hallway, troops, same
as the last ones.

*sigh* Sir, are you sure
we REALLY have to
check on EVERY room?

Hey, cheer up, Howard,
next Ploor we get t
raid the the
dressing rooms! C'mon!

#sigh® Tily..

orders, kid. This ! -
8, You've got that end
wasn't my call. of t.hge hall, kid.
Move out.

Orders are

That... that sounds
like Howanrd!

And... his patrol
captain?Z Why are they
doing room-to-room
searches? surely they
know the Hall can handle-

[~ |
)
res

...0r maybe they just
want to ditch his
doll Por a while.

"Alchemist", as a term in the DoM, is a more archaic, regional form of "witch" or "warlock";
that is, alchemy is the study of magic potions, elixirs, powders, and other related forms. That
was just the term used in the age of the Founders, so modern Linetans have taken to it as well.
It's also convenient as a gender-neutral form of the term. Unfortunately, its association with the
age of the Founders has led to it being more associated with hipsters attaching a perhaps
undeserved implication of superiority to it. Don't worry about it, they'll get there.

I tend to think of the colored text bubbles of dolls as a sort of artificial magic voice. Like, a

voice that sounds off somehow, but you can easily get used to it over time. Still instantly
recognizable, though.
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. ' Jokes about Tilly aside,
All right, Pocus. Howard's e Landl’:]s !

out there. He's stuck
enough, they probabl
in the Landis Army. split h?m Pro.\li'\’ Ehe squgd

50 they could search
_ this hallway Paster.
> 5@‘259#-{{! 40 he's all alone,
and I may have a chance
to hide him somewhere

until I can get him away
- Prom Lineta, and, once
And I seriously they give vp searching,
doub;ab}é% gigappg also the army.

HM... but iP I'M going to hide

him, I can't let anyone notice,
4 I sure hope Matt
not even people Prom the Hall. A taught me how to
; @\  do this right.

Anyone in here would A
notice a spell like what
I had in mind, so 4
Mmagic's right out... Else I'm lgomg to
be really mad.

And I can't make
MUCh noise, same
goes Por him... (

’m.
1

Linetans don't take too kindly to Landis patrols, just like Landis citizens. Or maybe they're just
not happy that he keeps blundering his way into the theatre dressing rooms, as mentioned in the
previous comic.

No, I'm not going to draw the theatre dressing rooms into which he and Tilly are barging. I have
SOME dignity.
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Yer a lous
solider, Howard.

KNOW that. It

wasn't exactly
MY idea, You know.

Y:ﬁ’a'b’ what abatéb
cube ma
chick You mﬂpm

And we're not hitting
the bars anyway. Theg’d
know to look there FIRST.

See? Alex HAS learned a thing or two from Matt after all. Yoink!

As I recall,
YOU'RE Iar'geu? to
blame Por this.

Yeah, yeah, look. New
an. Nore of b

plan. se dweebs

need our help. None of Ethyl's
bruisers are out here. And
nobody's watchin' over you.

We're just going to

keep patrolling and hope
ngtﬁ-ling MMHMRMPHJP
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Nothing. Is. Gonna.
[l Geb ovtba dis
e s, blu?mwmfnb

* appiy oo aiready!

appy

*sigh* They'll come looking
Por me, and with no one helping
hide me, they'd Pind me.




MEANWHILE...

| [T 1t appears that this ) —— -
avditorum has not been
vsed in quite some time. p— 'x

Excellent. I doubt
anybody will disturb
Me Up here.

Though, I have been wrong

bePore. Most importantly,

I hope no curious students
wander vp here.

O

But even iP they do, I'm
certain I can dissvade
Most of them With the

assistance of this lone
egg I borrowed Prom my
brother's Parm...

And besides the lePtover
costume trunks, the backstage
area looks like it has plenty
oF room Por MY purposes.

O
\_/ 80, time to
O get to work.
This should work
perPectly.

Here we are high atop Sunlit Tower, and not in a sub-basement somewhere as [ mentioned
earlier was part of Plan A for the chapter. This is one of the few times I actually worked out the
layout of the area in some amount of detail before starting off on it, and of course I can't find
those original layout plans anymore.

I would prefer not to speculate on how long Marzos has been carrying that raw egg.
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I'm getting you ovt

n
digfmeggé gj;ffoer. o (I The Landis Army. This is about

the best chance You've got
ali the castle. A to escape it, and I wasn't
about to let You Mmiss it.

[R\STRN

o

All right.
keep quiet.

(Hoh? ==

Y'know, Howard, I'm
startin' to like this
girl of yers more and
More all the time...

30 why did you bring

That's why we need to hurry. We need Me o an aichemy

soMe waggbo a6 least hide that Landis storage room?
oubPit of gggr'ts ?o the b\;rog'b r'ehco nize
you immediately, and that's what we Well. okay, in hindsi
P , 0kay, in hindsight,
need to Pind in here. maybe T shovldn

= have just picked the

Pirst room I came vpon.

Tilly, hush.

They're going to come
looking Por me iP I don't
report back in, and they'll
Pind this room eventoally.

When you draw a background that's meant to be repeated across panels like I do, you really
need to make sure you make it big enough to fit all the zoom levels you'll be using, or at least
make it so that when you do zoom in, de-focusing the background to a blur is at least feasible.
It's best if you redraw each zoom level as appropriate to maintain line weight consistency, but if
not, you want to draw to the most zoomed-in scale to reduce scaling artifacts. Remember, you
want to scale DOWN, not scale UP!

I forgot to do any of that for this comic. The entire scene was drawn once to the scale of the
top-middle panel (most zoomed out) before I realized that wouldn't work for any other panel, as
it needed to be scaled UP for the tighter shots of Alex and Howard/Tilly alone. On the web, the
scaling artifacts were largely offset by scaling down to web size (the line weights are still a
problem, though), but here with the 300dpi originals, the blurriness is so much more distinct.

This is why as I've gone along, I depended less and less on repeating backgrounds, or at least

making sure the scale remains consistent. And that, boys and girls, is why art is a constant
learning experience.
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Now, you DO know what
You're doing, rightZ

All right,, this length of
splash cloth is the best
can Pind in here. It'll
have to do.
HonestiiyZ Not really.
This is something Matt
would know more about.

Hm... I think I
can do something
with that.

80 I'M hoping that once
we get out into the main
courtyard, we can Pigure
out Where he is, and we

¢an get you away Prom

Landis. Remind me again,
what DOES Matt
do Por a living?

»
»

Nevermind, the coast
is clear. Let's go.

Splash cloth is the most common name for a non-magic material used by
alchemists to absorb alchemical spills and splatters, protecting whatever is
underneath it. The continuous amount Alex has found is not uncommon at all;
splash cloth is not generally used as cleanup rag or a small-scale protection
device. Splash cloth is most commonly used to cover an entire lab and its
contents for experiments that require the alchemy department to call the
dwarves in the mechanics department to wire up a contraption to set off the
reaction while the people conducting the experiment are standing in the safety
of the hallway, typically behind more splash cloth.

This made Howard the most complicated character for me to draw for a while. This was mostly
because I forced myself to keep drawing his entire "normal" outfit first, then add the makeshift
cloak over it just to make sure the right bits of the outfit showed through. You'd think I
would've come up with a cheesy shortcut at that point.

115



Yeah, whatever. Look, this
- chick's into you. She Pound
This mmm gLaaout.sc‘de. she wanted to
is really hin', Ik to E:, and now she's
Howard. riskin' her liPe to get ya
ovtta the army.

ruMble* She has a .
NAME, Tilly, and she's =N
not "my broad". : =\
That's... yeah, I
know, but she...

that doesn't have
to mean... she...

Oh, Por cryin’ out...
She's also 4 lotta Pun,
she's into magic like _L?ou.

and she's hot,

N-nothing! Noth
Just... let's

I...well... Ghe...
she is kinda cute...

keep going.

I'm somewhat inconsistent about how whispering speech bubbles show up. Most of the time
they're not translucent like this, but they usually at least have the dashed outline around them.
Translucency is generally reserved for thought bubbles or anything else where I put fanciness
over readability, | guess.

Though an animated doll does share a strong psychic link with its master, it isn't just an
extension of its master's mind. Or in other words, Tilly isn't supposed to be Howard's unbound
id, per se. Howard's a nice guy, though somewhat shy at times, and he does like Alex, so that
sort of thing might make sense from a narrative standpoint, but Tilly's not above leering at Alex
independent of Howard.

I also don't really picture Alex as a person at whom most people would leer, which sort of makes
it weird to write. Also, WETZEL!
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OUTSIDE...

30, where's Matt? You
Mmentioned he'd be able
to hide me somewhere...

Well, we kinda split vp @ &
while ago. It was shortly
aPter we started noticing
Breznial thugs wandering

around the Hall.

Okay, your patrol never
saw you, and I don't see
any of them out here.

Did my doll just swipe
a drink Prom somewhere
We wanted to go around while you were talking?

and bug them, Wknow? so

we Pigured we could cover
More ground iP we split up.
He just didn't mention where

he was going.

Understandable.

¢
ra

But he can't be too Par
away. Just try to blend
in, we'll Rind him.

could you answer
Me one question?

Captain Spam probably didn't crash-land right onto the grass there in the first panel. Maybe.
Also, the significantly pale-skinned girl in the grey skirt in the back is Hecate, resident goth girl
from Chris Paluszek's Carzorthade! Told you I had another one.

I'll be honest, I thought I was going to have more places to put her during the courtyard
sequence, but she just wound up exactly once in the distance like that. Ah, well; at least I got
this drawing out of it.




‘ You've got somethin, It still doesn't r'eaugbadd up.
against the army itselp? It's not: like they don't discuss
e e
i i 7 is sort of thin pens wi
doing this, flex? - S the draPts. I'm r!é‘ealfJ gratePul,
More like just the draPts. but You're risking an awPui lot
c?‘ln etpr'eall oveEzealgua. with this.
1, s, ad a Pew o my Priends
wg"‘\e;e glob i;ﬂéamix;hm C%US hﬁab!& ﬂ'aagg gegfie:; in the
p n n ve run
about he Royal Ar'Mg away Prom a Pew ourselves.

e ) Besides, it's not
oo et oo soay stock like yoo aren's... Eiid gy
there. I had to do ar-guic? tP:Ee':r-eH
something, You know?

Hey, Howard?
L-Look at that.

Alex didn't think this through very far beyond "grab Howard, then finding a way to get him out
of the Landis Royal Army should somehow come naturally".

If I'm going to be putting more details in backgrounds like this, I'm going to want to take the
time to have background characters actually DO something to make said backgrounds be more
animated and dynamic. Those two reacting to the encroaching darkness, for instance. I like that
sort of thing when I notice it in other people's work. Makes a scene seem more alive.
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I-I don't care what
the castle wants with
that book, we ain't sticking
around Por THIS...

Eeee... that
ain't right, lad.

Aye, missZ I'm going to
ask Eje to evacuate.

Something's happening
I know we ¢an't Pind Howard. Lp in 80nlit Tower.
But without someone wWho knows
magic, we are NOT prepared Por
something like this.
That's... odd.

Sometihing just...

And I think he'd say doesn't Peel right

to ron, too... all oP a sudden...

I'm going to have to remember those members of Rostone Squad next time I need them. This is
literally the only time they've shown up as per this writing (besides the captain, who shows up in
the debrief next chapter).

I am amused at how I forgot to apply the shading effect to the tower in the first panel.

This S the
SHCangesx [amp
I've euer Seen,
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Howard? This We've pg t to get
ain't good. out of... Where
are you going?
Yﬁg{‘ gf:gy This... ]{:’J‘his i5 My
On, no... that has good. O - - Pa&}oméomzebhgig;to
to be Marzos... : -

.0‘ ~
|

Wait, what?
You ¢an't be
serious, how...

I know who's vp there doing this.
He's a guy named Marzos, I was
suckered into Pinding the book he's
getting this Prom, and I've qob to
do SOMETHING about it!

No, Alex, this wasn't your fault. It was Lucien's. He's a jerk.

Another note about shading: I've been working on making it more consistent over time (or just
not doing it at all if the scene doesn't have specific, significant lighting). The light in this case
(or rather, the lack of darkness) is coming from behind Howard and Alex. In the first two
panels, you can at least kinda-sorta assume they're standing off a bit from each other such that
the lighting works as drawn, and that's why I shaded it like that. The third and fourth panels,
though, they're supposed to be in line with each other (observe Howard trying to hold Alex back
with both hands), but Howard's hands and arms are clearly shaded, yet Alex's arm isn't. Grr.

Note that one guy in the back has limbs. Thus, he's not at all who you're thinking he is.
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The way I see it, You can
turn around and get the
' hell ovtta here like everyone
ell, well, loverboy, else, and maybe you'll actoally
wlrooks like you g::pt!.g come f)u!;U qﬂrs alive.
yerselP a decision
to make!

be
tat

Or, on the other hand, you ¢an
run headlong into bhis mess
Por some unPathomable reason
to chase aPter Your ¢razy girlPriieeeeennnnnnnnnd!

When I first made Tilly back in Chapter One, I gave his speech much more of a drunken
slurriness. That, it turns out, 1sn't very sustainable when he has more of a speaking part than a
minor bit character. So starting in this chapter, he has more a snide, loudmouthed sort of drunk

speech pattern, like right here. We saw it right when he was yelling at Howard on the water
walkway earlier, in fact.
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Matt! Cesol! What's...
Oh, no. Oh, no, no, no.

Yeah. I'd guess
Marzos got started.

f\{&?"\:\' éOOk at that.
adye suppose Looks like she's
Your sister's doing? PORRINg into the

tower Where... _—
Oh, gods... And isn't that the

lad with the
drinkin' dollZ

Oh, this is terrible.
We might already
be too...

Oh, that's right, you
weren't there this
aPternoon. UM...
Punny story, really...

UM...i5... I8
that Alex?

I'm aPraid s0. She
Mmust still blame
herself Por all of this.

Uh... do You know anqlbhing
about what's in the
Founder's Final books?

I'm surprised I didn't put the Linetan icon above the door here. As I mentioned before, like any
modern university, Lineta Hall is really keen on branding everything in sight.

I also somehow forgot to put Matt's shirt under the collar area of his vest.




o Y'know, Howard, I
didn't think I had to '
remind You when I'm
being sarcastic...

All right, Pine, but
what is going
on here?

I got duped into Pinding this
book. One of the Founder's
Final journals on magic. I didn't
know what this guy wanted
with it, but I looked at it a bit.

Alex! Wait!

Don't try to stop
Me, Howard.

I didn't understand most oP
Yeah, and as I recall about

it, but Prom what I cavght, : i
bhis S0rt, oF thing i5 part of You, £ looks 3 bi beyona
what the book mentioned. D cos, tootas

)\

I know who this guy is. He's = h
dangerous, I gave him the book, M Would you please
and I am NOT going to just run shut him vp?

oPP. I am GOING to do something.

ve

I've been trying
to Por years.

It is worth noting the lack of darkness in the tower, at least at the ground floor.
Radiant darkness behaves much like radiant light. While there was nothing out
in the open to stop the darkness high atop Sunlit Tower from overcoming the
courtyard Howard and Alex were just in, Sunlit Tower's ground floor has
numerous floors of stone and wood in the way. Hence, until they get closer to
the top (and somebody bothers to open the door to the rooftop auditorium where
all this is happening), the ambient light in the tower is more than sufficient.

Again, here's some line weight issues, specifically on Howard as he runs in from the
background. Well, line weight issues and the fact that he isn't quite lined up right to the scene. I
got better at that sort of thing, sort of like how Alex and Howard running up the stairs looks

better than my previous attempts at drawing people running.
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ON THE TOP FLOOR...

Right, that's that.
ot the last of
'eM evacvated.

Good, good. Now
Wwe need a plan.

¢

WHATZ Then he's probably
still stuck in there! We've
gotta get him oub"

E‘ - OmtJH
Yousb:

old dude!
i there?

You've gotta get out!
The whole room is-

IP we're going to contain
whatever's going on in there,

need some ¢l0e as to what
it is. Did anyone notice
anything earlier today?

Well, I think I saw
this old dude in this
bogus brown cloak
wander up...

You... when was this?

What was he domg 7 .
UM... I do not know.

Come to think oF‘
it, I don't think we
Saw him leave...

Ther'e 5 a demon
chicken in there!

Oi, that's right.
Those're problems
Por you magic
ot Pight?

The previous note on magic darkness is why the room got brighter when the door to the main
auditorium was closed. It all makes sense now. Now, to figure out why they didn't close the

door until just now.

As 1 said before, the sort of people who would go to and hang out around Lineta Hall are more
progressive than most. Hence why we see a forest elf working together well with a beach elf.
That sort of thing wouldn't happen very often outside the Lineta area.
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Listen, all we saw in
there was one demon
chicken and no old guy.

Egads. Okay, safe assumption,

the old guy either summoned the

chicken or he's dead. Either way,
help me seal the room.

It'll take a Pew seconds Por
that spell to take hold, but it's
a good one. Should at least

eep @ demon chicken-

'Ere, now! I think I
hear someohe coming.

Thnow, I covld iy apnaid there's no time.
MZQ ad back to | we don't know what's going
chanics and- op in there, but we DO know

|

we've got to contain it.

S0, we magically seal the room.
HopePully that'll'hold whatever's
in there until we can get help.

Wait! The door!
We've-

The visual effects of magic differ depending on who's casting it. Or more specifically, how they
were taught. There's many schools of magic out there, and some of them just teach things
differently. More straight lines and shapes and such are common to Linetan students of magic.

The end effects are pretty much the same.

But, then I go and experiment with visual effects for established characters who've already been
seen casting magic, so really, it's another of those things where art is a constantly developing
process. I do want to keep the idea that Linetan mages use distinct lines, though.
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* 30, do tell, exactiy
Well, nice job, miss He's right, the what: do You have in

impulse reaction. door's been mind to stop this guy?
Now we're stuck. sealed.

I'm honesblg not sure,
but it's probably more
than whatever those
people ouvtside the door
wenre going to do.

Excellent! We've got an impulsive
girl without any sort of plan
and this dooPus underneath

But You do remember Me ag%i,ﬂf'b a dan er'bovg Psuchgm
whatever happened comman I?]g 50.‘“’? ort oF powenr
last time ycﬁ? ran magic. Who's psjiched®

into him, rightZ

- UM... does an?one

z

Well, not really. I else smell poultry?
remember him talking

| alob, tbhen I remember

| running a lot. It's sort

of @ blur by now.

_——

Now we're getting into spoken-word enchantments. These first showed up in Chapter One
when we met Howard.

As I mentioned way back in one of the Break Time comics for Chapter One, I have a file sitting
around with a list of every magic glyph I've used in spoken enchantments. I try to keep the
glyphs consistent (in those notes, the glyphs shown here are "relates to caster's position or
motion", "follow", and "simple light"), and I try to keep single phrases consistent (so what
Howard's saying is more or less "create simple light that follows caster"), but beyond that I don't
have any real solid "grammar" to what's said. This is largely for the same reasons why I don't
have Elven and magic script defined at all.
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So if you see spoken enchantments that look like they have the same symbols as before, they
probably do, and they're probably doing something similar. Though I do mix things up from
time to time by combining glyphs together. "Relates to caster's position or motion" is the curly
line on top, "follow" in my notes is the circle on the right with a straight line going to its left
(combined into the previous glyph here), and I'm sure all these technical details about a made-up
magic language that isn't really fully fleshed-out and only exists in a small webcomic are
terribly boring to anyone else so I'll stop now.

o + ‘
g’\'mflad garo'ﬂn—\lqr;{’«g Daﬂ Cocks
WA g IyPhs On fhem
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That's a demon
chicken! They're-

I know, I know,

YAAAAAAAAA! )7 iMMORe to Magic,

|

just run!

g Veah it'sa
giant chicken.

Frankly, that's about
enough to convince ME j .

to stay out... .
I'm starting
to agree.

Hello? It! Is!
A Giant! Chicken!
Are you listening?

And... it's not
chasing vs.

Okay, that I5 one thing I remember
about Marzos: Demon cChickens. He's
used them bePore, and he's most likely
doing 50 now to keep people like vs away.

UM... right. And
it's still just a
giant chicken.

It is true that demon chickens, mentioned near the start of the second chapter,
are nearly immune to magic. It is, however, possible to convince a demon
chicken to do your bidding. Moreso if you happen to be the one that summoned
it in the first place.

You'd think that Tilly, being a small animated doll that is presumably made of some rather
flammable material, ought to be a bit more afraid of a giant enraged chicken that is exhaling a
puff of smoke from its beak in the third panel. You'd think that, but you'd be wrong.
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Do you have anything we
can Pight; it withZ Something

rd
sharp, prePerably? What apout gov?

Does Landis...

' Where'd your

doll go?

All right;, Porget No, I kinda travel
You two. light. I think I picked
(e that up Prom My brother.

C'Mere, dromstick.

I'd like to think that Landis does at least give even their mages some sort of small blade and
some introductory combat training for situations just like this, but it's entirely possible that they
don't really care. It's also possible that neither Howard nor Alex would really be able to handle
the situation even if they had a knife handy. When you're used to throwing vaguely-defined
energy from your hands, you start to realize how much practice and training it takes to properly
use a simple knife in combat against demonic poultry.

Or, for that matter, to properly use a broken bottle.
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Chicken's done.

Why no, I actually wasn't in any mood to attempt to figure out how to draw out an even barely
believable fight between a small doll and a gigantic fire-breathing chicken that ended with the
doll jamming a broken bottle into the chicken's neck. How did you guess?
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Yeah, I was there, and
guess what? TheF do.
And they smell.
UM... thanks. I've...
never seen a dead
demon chicken before...

I don't think there's
Much to see. They
just kinda pooP into
smoke, iP I recall.

Are you really sure
You want to do this,
AlexZ I mean...

It's... not like we have
Moch choice now. Not
aPter the people ovtside
sedled the door.

It's just... You said this
isn't the Pirst time this guy's
used demon chickens, right?
I'm not really sure I want to

5 v
“‘ife%cﬁ%‘g‘i{;% ?‘af :an I'd rather not be Well, we're near

anywhere near him now.
him, myselPp...

Yes, that IS Captain Spam's purple helmet on the hatrack there. And some sort of... pink pointed
hat with a buckle on it? I think someone has slightly missed the concept of a witch's hat.

The way I write Alex, I try to make her headstrong and a bit hotheaded at times, in addition to
being keenly curious and willing to learn. That should be obvious by now. But, I also hope to
keep the headstrong and hotheaded parts at least partially grounded in reality. She's perfectly
willing to admit when she might be in way over her head, for instance, like right when she was
reminded that Marzos is an incredibly wise and powerful mage who uses demon chickens on a
semi-regular basis. I've never liked characters where "headstrong" means there is literally no
challenge or problem, no matter how absurd, that will dissuade them in the least bit.
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PUT MORE AMBIENT LIGHT

InPact, I should have
expected you to be drawn 4
here by your Linetan Even to the point
curiosity alone. @Quite of braving a demon
admirable, really. chicken to...

*sigh* Wonderful. |
It's you again.

When [ work out colors and shading and such, I've only got my own monitor (and lighting
conditions in my room) from which I can judge how dark a scene is going to be. Color profiles
and correction won't do me much good if this is intended for digital distribution where the
reader might not have (or care about) proper color correction on their own display or software
drivers, let alone whether or not mine is utterly perfect to begin with

So I ran into a problem around here when I felt that the darkening I applied to the scenes up in
the Sunlit Tower auditorium were going too far, as it was getting a bit difficult to see on my own
screen. In hindsight, I think it was just a crappy monitor I had at the time (or more specifically,
a once-decent CRT monitor whose tube had faded from years of use). But, that's why I cut the
darkening right here. I'm pretty sure I didn't need it on the web, but looking at it in print, it
helps. You didn't want to see the first draft of this book's cover. In fact, you only barely could
see it.
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You... remembenr me?

Why, oP course I do.

It was just this last
winter in Terakol, iP
I recall correctly.

It was becauvse of you and your
Priends that I had to [eave
Terakol long bePore I could

carry ovt MY plans to exact
revenge on the Healin Gpr-inqs!
30 yes, I DO remember you!

When [ first put this comic out, I punted on the background for a day or two because it was
taking me too long to work out all the random junk I wanted to put in there. Y'know, all that
random junk that's just sitting there on the floor? Yeah. That empty floor really took me a

while.

In all reality, I was having a harder time than I thought figuring it out and just wanted to get the
important stuff up. In a few more strips you'll see the same background, only more

It 15 a bit hard to Porget the
%roup oF people who managed
0 destroy the entire supply
oP assassin poison I had, a
group of Which gou played a
signiPicant part.

And I see You have
a new Priend.
Good aPternoon.

appropriately populated with a variety of junk, not just the rag box.
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The demon chicken You two killed
gae Mganb 6otlet as admeang to
issuade people Prom disturbing
50... UM... What are- Me. People like You. Obviovsly,
Oh, all in good time. First, I need a new deterrent.
however, 1 Must take care
of a small bit: of business.

| 0
Yeah, I killed it,

Though in hindsight,

especially in this place, And though I'd rather not
I should have assumed . ruin Linetan architecture,

someone eventually WAS I would much rather not
bound to kill the chicken be interrupted again.

just to see what was
on the other side.

Oh, wait, that's right, Marzos had a penchant for talking people's ears off back in Chapter One,
too. Now I remember.

B/al,
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Dude, seals like these
were most definitely
NOT made to be broken.
eah, I don't think
can stay Pocused |\

like this long enough
to Pigure 1t out.

UM... Yoo heard
that slam, right ?

Come on! We've
ot to get that
oor back open!

—

*sigh* All right,
stop, regroup. .

We need a new plan, then. =al B=
Does ’an one know ang other Would someone exp[ain @
way inZ Or know of anyone £0 Me What's

in the Hall with goo on up her'eg.fomg

spellbreaking charms? Any- ‘ p— .

One problem I had at first with writing beach elves was, whenever I picture "generic surfer
dude", complete with the appropriate manner of speech, I think of beach movies from the 70s or
80s or so (obviously heavily bent towards Bill S. Preston, Esq and Ted "Theodore" Logan). But,
far as I can recall, such characters were almost invariably male. When I initially tried to picture
the "voice" of a female beach elf, like the one shown here, I thought about what the female
counterpart to a surfer dude was in those movies. Unfortunately, the answer I kept coming up
with was "valley girl", and I quickly decided that wasn't where I'm going with them at all, so |
just kinda started winging it.
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I thought 301.1 said you

I H [}
evacuated bhe bowen. I'm sorry, Miss, but we've

seadled the avditoriom oPf
Por saPety. Plus, we can't
Pigure out how to break the
seal anyway.

We don't know what's gLoing on
in there, but there's, like, this

Aye, that 1 did. ﬂn'pe old dude with this bogus brown
know very well there's no %J

locks onthe Pront door.

¢loak, and there's also this-

._n—n

-
H

LY Please, I need to get
| inthat room. This is

important.

And if he wanted to
leave, that wouldn't
have stopped him

Por a second.

\

Magic seals, like locks, were not made to be opened. And, as with locks, sometimes there's a
clever way around them, and sometimes you just metaphorically fling a truck through them and
that works. That was a very strange metaphor, now that I think about it, and I'm not sure why it
was the first one that came to mind just now.

It's hard to tell, but note that Matt and Cesol are just casually shielding their eyes as if they
expected Salth to do this. Compare this to the Linetans, who are genuinely surprised by this
person who has just waltzed up the tower and effortlessly destroyed their magic lock. It also
makes me wonder why Matt and Cesol are shielding their eyes in the first place, as the Linetans
aren't exactly blinded from the blast afterward.
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Seriously, dude, a
demon chicken. Like,
right here.

Yes, I know,
I heard it.

Those two are most likely with the old

man, all three of whom I need to Pind. Do

You know angghm else about him? How
long he's been here, what he was-

I'm aPraid I don't know, miss. This
darkness suddenly hit and one of

evond that, we don't know where

Oil I might have
an answer to
that last one.

Hooray for more line weight issues!

Balls of light that follow the caster around are one of the simplest things a mage in the DoM can
do. Hence, it's quite common to see a mage walking around at night or otherwise in the
darkness with a light source handy. I hadn't standardized on what that light looks like yet at this
point; right now it just looks like a hole in the darkness above Salth's head here. Which is

MY colleagues mentioned an old man.
he is, iPf he's even still Up here at all.

But, it's not here now. And no
old guy poking around with things.
And most coriously, no trace of
the two Who ran in here.

Yes, I know those
two. My pupil and a
Priend of hers.

Wonderpul.

Presuming, o'course, that
e don't normally wall vp
h' backstage area with

solid stone.

Which, now that I say
it out lovd, honestly
sounds rather dapt.

weird, it was actually a ball of white light earlier when Howard did it.
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The man we're aPter did this,
obviovsly. And he also sealed
it himselP. I won't be able to

just blow this down magically.

Hoh. I guess that
explains the noise

heard a Pew
Minutes ago...

Hm. I don't
like this.

At least, not unless
I ¢an break the seal.

I bhink the implication
is that this is more than a
bit out of Your [eague at
this point.

That's about all I Thaa,.,'jjﬁ,;;h'g“ff‘_; But,
can try. THIS seal do over here? We
Might take some can't just let-

time, though.

I'm not quite sure where Cesol or the wrenches-as-hair-sticks dwarf girl are in the last two
panels. Also, I really should've given the girl a name. Then again, I never gave anyone else in
this group a name, either.

I've also really got to work on differentiating faces and hair at some point, as that forest elf looks
an awful lot like Cy. People who are really really picky about that sort of thing probably despise
my comic, as it's kind of clear I've only got like a few basic face shapes. I don't even do things
like detail cheekbones or proper jawlines or whatnot.
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There. That should keep
other nosy people ovt
of My studies.

Now, iP there are no Purther
argoments Prom the two
oP you, I can get back to my
Work, prePerably without
Purther distractions.

APter all, I am quite
certain none of vs want
Mme to lose control of this.

There we are! There's the rest of the background. And a more proper witch hat, too! Also,
check that poster in the background. The one that looks a bit like a castle tower (with parapet)
sinking quickly into some body of water? Looks like someone must've tried putting on a
production of The Sinking Castle in the Sunlit Tower auditorium!

I was putting Inkscape more and more to good use around now. Nowadays, it's getting to the
point where most effects that aren't really blurry magic or fire come from vector objects.
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WiE;h biée helrta: oP ?ge i{-‘ t.Ihe

: 1 ounders' Final books

"‘”é’kiﬁi’é’ ;{feuw I managed to obtain, I am
Porming this portal.

W-what, exacbly. | A gateway, iP you will, to
ARE you doing?

other worlds. Places
HObOdH has ever seen.
Ah. An eXxcellent The gr'eat uUnknown, as

question. You could it were.
call it research.
Or exploration.

__{ But that's nothing new. And
nearly every time someone's
tried this, they wound vp
dead, along with everything
in the vicinity. Just... why
are you trying this?

UM... yeah, your
lackey tried that
line on me earlier.
Oh, very simple, my dear.
The same reason you
¢ame up here, in Pact.

There's something I really like about Alex straight up no-selling the dramatic delivery of
Marzos's last line there.

The portal effect was a thorn in my side through this entire section, mostly because after |
applied it once, I realized I didn't take note of exactly what I did. I think it mostly revolved
around some combination of a swirl gradient, a noise filter, some glowing, and lots and lots of
purple. In the end, maybe I shouldn't have bothered being quite so complicated, given most of it
turned into a purple smear anyway.

Small note: The swirl gradient is more apparent here if Marzos's text bubble isn't in the way
(and doesn't show up well in print anyway).
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knowing my "lackey", as you
describe him, I think he would take
exception With You rePerring to
him that way, especially aPter you
evidently were the mage who helped
him Pind the book I'm vsing.

But, I believe it is saPe to assume
You looked over the book before I got
it. And even iP you can't read Elven
script, t1:;00 could most likely inPer Prom
what was readable that what it
describes is very powerful indeed.

Though to be Pair, he didn't
seeM to be very happg
about much to begin with.

And that is what I am vsing.

While it is true that this sort of
spell has resulted in disaster Por b‘g’%’“‘#i&?}:‘“;‘?ﬁg% l{ h?,‘-f
others, I am conPident that by vsing " Meet‘Mg I‘n g ph I' W aos \go;‘k?n
the knowledge oP the Founders, I ine. : ing

: on it up in the Healing Springs
can Pinally perPect such a portal. bePore T Was... Porced to ledve

many years ago.

All rights, this is very not good.
Not ggod at all. Iﬁ'gb hopge this

isn't what he was working on isi
When Salth helped Seal hiv- N
@
)

nG BO%, '
i;a ®

And, there's also something I really like about Marzos being entirely undeterred by Alex
shooting down his dramatic delivery in the previous comic. Though now that I think about it, it
turned out the fact that Marzos now knows Alex helped Lucien get him the book wasn't very
important to the story at all.

I don't do things like the sudden-frazzled-hair-as-soon-as-someone-gets-really-worried bit with
Alex in the last panel very often. It's one of those things that's similar to the hair-goes-flying-
whenever-magic-is-involved thing I mentioned earlier, in that I thought it got sort of silly shortly
after I started doing it.
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I always Pelt they were
drastically over*r-eactin%
As I am directly tied to the
portal, I am the most at
risk of harm...

You can't just rush ahead with
something like this! You might
have some of the Founders'
notes, but Yoo don't have all
the experience and resources
they did!

This is very bad.
Extremely bad.

This is insane!

y

VL ﬂ .8”
77\

The Founders knew how to keep others
saPe Prom things like this. They had |
the sense to saPeguard experiments
and the patience to get them right.

However, another diPPerence
is Par more important:

The Founders are gone.

Yes, I will admit, patience

is one diPPerence between
the Founders and myself.

I forget; is it stylistically legal to use sepia tone to visually indicate an event happened in the
past when the "present" is medieval-ish times? Isn't that better-suited to a wild west setting? Or
am [ just being too blatant in setting up the following sketch?
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The dwarves know the risks of their
¢reations. The alchemists know the
risks of their mixtures. The explorers
Who discovered the Far Continent
knew the risks of the seas.

My motives are simple.

I believe it is the duty of all

intelligent races to advance

their knowledge of the world
and how it works.

This pursvit, however,
entails some risk.

The latter of those is what I am. An explorer.

Instead of the seas, I wish to
explore entire new worlds. This
portal shall be My vessel.

50... what was all that
in Terakol with the poison,
the mutated dwarves...

The manner in which the
Foundenrs studied such magic
entailed less risk, Yes, but Was

Oh, just petty revenge
entirely too slow Por My tastes. il i g

against the Healing
prings. I'm over
that now.
I, however, am willing to take
the risks. This has been my
life's work, and I intend to see
it through during said liPe.

This might be as close as you're going to get to understanding how an actual mad scientist
would reason things out: Someone who legitimately doesn't think himself villainous and
sincerely believes that what he's doing is nothing but virtuous but has zero concern for the
welfare of anyone outside of himself.

Sorry, no insane cackling glee, giant switches, or doing vaguely-defined SCIENCE!!! just

because some fools laughed and said not to, just disquietingly reasoned-out conclusions that
aren't exactly right.
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Look, you're not the only
one at risk here!

IP something goes wrong,

anyone else in the tower |

or most of Lineta Hall-

*sigh* I am afraid
I must cut this short.

It will have to
wait ontil I am
done with this.

..

While I would normally appreciate
the opportunibq to discuss the
Mmerits of MYy liPe's work with ]Lzou.
the longer I spend talking, the
greater the chance of the portal
becoming vnstable.

In the meantime, I wish
to get back to work.

RAG BOX

DCCqu‘iC Ser.ously, a hox £ull oF rass
USegq| 1IN a theatre SC+Yuyg.

15 iacredibly
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I'm trying evergbhfng

I know. I'm starting to

break his spell, but he
seadled this too well.

Any progress?

*gromble* Slow.
Too slow.

As I heard one of you
5ay, magic seals aren't
made to be broken. I can
get through it, but it'll
take Par too long.

Our best hope is some physical
way of breaking the wall down.
It's solid stone, so it won't be

easy, but does anqone have
any ideas?

*sigh* Great.

However, he only sealed this
oPP against magic. The stone
it:selP isn't magically reinforced.
He probably Pigured that would be
enough to keep people like L5 ouk.

...the |ads and I back in the
Mmain mechanics wing came
up with a sort o' drill.

Tested 'er earlier
today, in Pact.

I tried not to think too hard about what sorts of seal-breaking spells would've caused marks like
those on the wall. You know, the usual sort of "don't try to reveal too much about how magic
works in too much detail" thing. I just figured I needed SOME sort of markings to show Salth

was trying everything she knew. But claw marks?

Also, so THAT'S where wrenches-as-hair-sticks girl was standing: Off-camera behind the wall.
And as we see in the next comic, that's apparently where Cesol was, too. Maybe they just had
no particular interest in watching a mage try to blast down a wall magically.
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I mean, that was one
awesome machine, and it
would do the job and all.

Hang on, you mean that
thing Yoo Lsed to break
into that lab where the
girl was trapped?

Bt it's like, how are you
goingto drive it, up the stairs
oP Bunlit Tower? I recall it
being most dePinitely tar'? :
and the vpper stairwells
here are most heinously not.

Aye, that one!
PerPect Por this
sorta thing, right

Uh... I dunno,
little dude...

I

Och. Ye do have a
point, there.

Now, I might be able
to help ya with that.

HMm... Now how's it
gonna get up here...

You just knew that machine was going to show up again later.

The Lineta Hall tower everyone is in right now is known as Sunlit Tower. It was
named this by the Founders after the fact that it is the tallest of its cluster of
buildings, meaning it gets a lot of sunlight throughout the day. The Rooftop
Auditorium at the top of the tower is frequently hailed as one of the best
auditoriums in all of Lineta due to the excellent sunlight the room gets. Simple.

Twinshadow Tower was named as such after the Founders realized a drastic
engineering oversight in its construction. It was initially designed to be an ideal
weather study tower. However, the tower itself was placed directly between two
larger towers, casting it in shadow both when the sun rises and when it sets, hence the name.
After the weather researchers gave up on it, it was soon repopulated mostly by the engineering
department, who didn't particularly mind being in darkness for most hours of the day. Some used
to consider the possibility of running a large glass corridor between the two nearby towers to block

146



] Y'doZ Whatcha
got, then?

It's this claw thing.
Get a rope on it, hang it
oPF @ rooP, run it through
a steam engine, cranks

Hold on, now! You mean
the KroloPP Claw?

Aye, that's the one! The lads
down in Twinshadow Tower Pinished
‘er vp today! should be perPect, we
get this contraption o' yours, hook

it Up to the claw, pull it vp around
the windows, and-

things Op quick.

Och, get oPP that, old man!
Y'expect me to believe that
lot in Twinshadow could come
up with a KroloPP Claw? I've
Seen 'em! They can't even-

UM... we're in a bit: .
oF a hurry here...

Y'know what sort o'
device that isZ Nobody's
built one oP ‘em in YEARS!

Ave, and they just Pinished
one TODAY! We've been chucking
Breznalians in the lake most
o' the aPternoon!

They very well DID, woman!

We've had it set up on one

o' the Cornenr Buildings all
day! Works great!

As I mentioned before, what wrenches-as-hair-sticks girl is surprised about is how anyone
bothered to build a Kroloff Claw to begin with, not that it's seemingly impossible to build or
whatnot. Now it's just easier to build. And apparently easier to transport to another rooftop.

more sunlight, but that idea didn't get much traction.

The Kroloff Claw is what Cesol and the other dwarves in Twinshadow Tower built. It was named
after Kroloff, the original designer of such a device. When he first made it, though, he wasn't able
to build a full-scale heavy-lifting apparatus like what they have now. While his theories were
sound, all he had a chance to produce was a small-scale prototype, amounting to a small
amusement device which could be used by onlookers to attempt to fish trinkets out of a glass
case. This was not considered the most useful application of such technology.
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All right, all r'ilghb, You just

Wheel Your little contraption
to the tower, I'll get the
lads to the rooP.

Ave, go oPP and grab
our ¢law machine.
'd like to see this.

Otherworld portals are extremel
powerful. They're hard to control,
and iP they get out of hand, it makes
a terrible magic backlash.

N
S

o

oy

~ W
Q-oh S S
//

/ But, some have succeeded in
reaching other worlds with portals.

I'd better make sure
Eheg don't tear eacn]
other apart...
You've told me about Marzos,
but %ou hever told me just
what he was doing back in
the Healing Springs.

Well, mainly, he wanted
to open magic portals
to obher worlds.

These ;vor'l_dé w'er'e... @
not quite hospitable.

Either way, the results were the same:

Chaos and destruction. Whole kingdoms
have been ravaged by otherworld portals.

It's r'eallzarlothin too new. Many
people who have studied powerfol
Magic have been interested in it.

SoMe have even tried in the past.

Except, there's a couple problems.

to stop Marzos and save my

[ Aaaaand you have some way
sister and Howard, right?

Hence why we're still here
and not rPunning Prom the
tower as Past as we can
like everyone outside?

I... hope I do.

There's the sepia tone again. I really wish I remembered the order in which I applied the filters
to make that effect. There's probably a noise/hurl for texture, some desaturation, a bit of blur, a
dash of alpha drop, hue shift, things like that. I say this because it would be nice if I could redo
the effect to fill in that weird square that somehow appeared in the lower-right of the image. 1

have no idea how that got there.

Here we see the same story Marzos was telling, more or less, just from a different perspective
and with different conclusions. Conclusions that involve fewer noble attempts at spreading
knowledge to the world and more blinding flashes of magic and tentacle-and-claw monsters that
don't appear to fit in proper geometry and such.

I do like the fifth panel. The expression of the girl in the witch hat just screams "oops".
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In Pact, that's what has kept: most; Back in the Healing Springs, undoing
portals vnder control. The people the portal wasn't the problem. It
casting them realize t-hely‘r-e in way was stopping Marzos Prom keeping
Al B K Cobbosm Whé 1 Came 6o 1 iorh,
goes berribly wrong. and he knows how to dePend himsei.

Taking down a portal like that
isn't the hard part. I don't think
Alex or Howard could do it alone,

but it's not that intense of a task.

Marzos, however, isn't like that. Stubborn, and overly proud.

RO}

—
And that pride led to his selp-
centeredness. He was always onlpa
concerned about how the risks o
the portals applied to him, never
everyone else. And he was always
willing to take the risks.

|\

I doubt his imprisonment
changed that. That is
what I'm aPraid of.

Maybe if you would've just Y
TOLD 0s this was an otherworld
ortal we were dealing with,
think our elf Priend would've
been a bit less dismissive.

The pride is the dangerous part. He
makes himselP out to be an explorer,
determined to be the Pirst to explore
the worlds beyond these portals. He
wants Pame and glory, and that's it.

The portal's effect is completely different from what I used back in Chapter Two when Salth
first mentioned it. That one involved a lot of stupid feedback effects by making copies of the
surrounding artwork combined with me browsing through GIMP's filter list at random, so I'm at
least glad I stopped doing THAT.

If you wish, you can just imagine a plaque under that statue reading "Marzos And His
Ridiculous Robe That Was Stupid And Dumb And We All Thought It Looked Silly".
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. are you
okay, uowar'cziz

Yeah... dazed,
but yeah.

Is it too much to
ask Por the hot
¢hick to l[and on
Mme next time?

All right;, Pine, it: could've
been the cra 3 old guy
instea

I'll just accept that
could've been
Worse, then.

As I said earlier, I don't really like to think of Alex as "the hot chick", which makes writing
some of Tilly's interactions with her super weird. I'll grant that she IS intended to be more or
less attractive, but really, Tilly's just a chauvinistic pig, is all.

There's a subtle point here about how, apart from the bit in Chapter One with the dwarves in the
cave he took over (a scene I'm not entirely sure I'll keep if | redraw that chapter from scratch for
a book), Marzos ISN'T just killing people to get them out of his hair (as mentioned a few comics
ago, that was a part of petty revenge against the Healing Springs, which he is now over). He
just threw Alex, Howard, and Tilly off to the side and continued his work. Indiscriminately
killing people like that is something someone like, say, Stephanie would do. Marzos has
standards.
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Okay. This is
really bad.

He's already got the
portal open to other
worlds. And it doesn't
look like he knows just
what sort of worlds
these are.

! Meaning. iP my mentor tavght .
Mme right, it's only a matter of 1 50 iP You have any
time until he Pinds a world 1 plans, now would- UM... What,
with things he can't handle. N exactiy?

Which, by extension, will also : ,:"Eg 'LOIMC;?.,{:;E

be things we can't handle.

I believe it's
"something", babe.
Which would be more
than "sitting around
and talking".

Aliving creature composed
1"33%*351.‘. entirely of wood. And this
doesn't look a bit, like
druid magic. Incredible.

Yeah, he... kinda knows
what he's doing. A bit.

“Oway. taveit
Your way, then,
we'll sit around




Now we get into a stretch of stupidly big comic updates. I guess I was feeling really layout-
happy back then. Looking back over them, maybe doing a full comic-book-size redraw of
Chapter One isn't such a ridiculous idea after all...

Howard's first spoken enchantment is "create fire that will go in the general vicinity of
forward". The second one is "execute statement", because clearly the first one is a prepared
statement that got the appropriate parameters entered in at some point we didn't see. Gotta
protect against injection exploits, after all.

I had an idea after I made this strip that the tree arm Marzos is inspecting would still be alive
when the Linetan investigation team came by to check out the lab. It would've crawled away
from the lab, found its way to the courtyard outside Sunlit Tower, planted itself, and over time
grown into a new sentient tree that would baffle even the most experienced of druids in the
DoM world. That idea went nowhere because it would've been tied to a really minor
background event right here, plus I was never sure what exactly that tree would DO, except
maybe be frustrated that it wasn't in whatever other world it came from.
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He's kinda a bit more alert
than he looks. And, well, I
guess You khow that now.

We know what'll happen
here if something goes
wrong, but nobody knows
what happens on the other
side of the portal, right#

Marzos ¢created
the portal, 50 he's
the one controlliin

the magic, right?

to distract him. I've been told

that iP the caster loses control

oP something like this, it makes 1
a terrible backlash.

And with magic THIS
powerPul, I'd rather
not be around to-

Well, what iP Marzos
wasn't here? !

He said himselP, he's linked to
the portal. Meaning anythin
that happens with Ehe porta
More or (€55 goes through
him, Pightz — _ __

Yeah...

And most importantly, he's
shown that the portal 15
open, and that he's standing
right in Pront of it.

...dhaaaaa. Now
I get it.

You're saving we
DO distract him
just long enough
to shove him in.

Y Yeah. I'mjost
Y not quite sure
how we'd-

7 UM.... well, the ceiling is

y clearly a bit weak. I guess
X We could work with that.

= Bt iP he saw vs trying
I to knock ceiling chunks
", onhim, he'd catch on
and stop ';5_' L { I've got an idea.
) \‘-45 need some way to
1 do this that's small,
! hard to notice, and..._

broad, Howard.
Stop lookin' at me.




On the physical copy, this comic is split between two pages. Here, it just messes you up if you
expect each page to be the same size. Compromises had to be made.

Regardless, back to one of the topics at hand: The random odds and ends I use to populate
backgrounds. You might wonder what sorts of shows go on in this auditorium if they store a
heart-shaped top backstage on a mannequin like that, but if we go back to the assumption that
Lineta Hall is kinda-sorta a proto-university, it could be anything. Performance art, most likely.

The diagram below the initial panels is similar to how I planned out scenes in my sketchbook
back then: Stick figures with specific heads indicating characters, labeled arrows to point out
key elements, and rough concepts of where everything's supposed to go. This, of course, made
that part a lot easier to draw, as I could skip the entire "make this into a real drawing" phase of
the operation.

Nowadays, my planning phase tends more towards rough panel layouts, very simple stick
figures for character placement, a wall of shorthand-encrusted text nearby for dialogue and
effects (for instance, one key entry in Chapter Eight that you might be able to guess from this
description simply reads "S: (eats sand)"), and maybe a few more detailed test panels if it's
something that needs a bit more careful thought. My sketchbooks would make very little sense
to anyone not familiar with the comic, and anyone who is not me. Maybe I should, y'know, do
more actual sketching.
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to blast the ceiling
without hurbting him.
80, how are you going...

Everything looks a lot

bigger and Feels diPPerent

bhrou%h a doll's body. It's
a bit disorienting.

And really, that's
where I'm goinF to
need your help.

. You've done this bePore,
1 Pight? It's not like... like
v you'll have his personality
, Por @ Pew seconds aPterward
\ OP soMething like that, right?

Oh, of course not.
That's not how this
so0rt of thing works.

When I break control, it's a
rough switich to suddenly
be someplace else. It
Might ta
Mmind to make sense of what
_ it sees right aPterward.

nd in this case,
that's time we

Mf;fhb not have.
Im

Al right,, he'll hold
still. Now, just-

;] Idon't think I'm good enougbh
, to get him bo climb the wall'by

himselP, and in this case, I'm
+_ hot about to take chances.

;60 I'm taking direct control
i OF him. I'm right now seeing
1and Peeling everything through
v him, 50 I can climb him up to
‘. theraPters myselP.

Y 80 I just hope you CAN
blast the ceiling without
hurting hiMm...

time Por m

need help.

,'Qecause to be perPectly
1 honest, I'd rather not
' hear what he'd have to
| say to me iP I was the
, Pirst thing he saw when
v hewokebackup...

- ==

T'w.... kinda more afraid")
\ 0F What T'LL blurt out... ,

/Ml right, listen to me. As
s00n as I set oPP the spell,
break control and just look
Porward. You'll just see me.

And behind you will be Marzos

and the portal. How's that?

That... uh... has to
Peel a bit: »xe_ir-_d,_.._u

A

1" Jst... just Yoo?
) EP-... Y-yeah, that...
\ bhat'Il help. Yeah.

-~

! N-nothing. Nothing.
 He's almost in position.
Get ready.

[}

1
[}
]
!



I gave Howard that same flame-eyes effect when he gave Tilly direct orders back in Chapter
One. I think I did that for his usual spoken enchantments back then, too, but I gave up on that
now for many of the same reasons that I've stopped making Alex's ponytail flare out when she
casts spells.

In the first panel, those glyphs are "doll, come to attention". The squiggly bit on the right is
more or less a mashing together of the Greek letters alpha, tau, and omega (everything else there
is "basic doll prefix" or "doll plugin hook"). Assuming omega is the end of the alphabet and
thus analogous to Z, that symbol works out to ATZ. Now for today's history pop quiz: Who
wants to dig up their old Hayes-compatible modems and tell me why that's appropriate?

Howard's other spoken enchantment just works out to "take manual control of doll", which isn't
as interesting.

It's awkward to write Howard blurting out things like that to Alex at the end of the comic, but
then again, awkwardness IS exactly what's going on there, so I guess it works out all right.




He's... a bit Almost. Just ight.
He's starting to climb one busy, I think. abit higher. -' ‘M' %icércz’u':xggr?
0P the beams in the raPters. | Tilly now. et oPP

Just let me know iP Marzos - the spell.
Okay, just
asec...

notices him.

1Good, good... i8 Tilly
1 almost there?

Well... I hope
this works...

I really wish you'd stop
that sort of thing. It
won't work, and once 1
Pind a svitable
destination, ...

Next up on Confusing Panel Playhouse, we see the vertical mess of the three (six) panels in the
upper-right. They're meant to be read... um... all at once? Top-to-bottom and left-to-right at the
same time? In some way such that it's clear Tilly is directly above Marzos, who isn't paying
attention to him? It made more sense in my head.

Incidentally, yes, Marzos did reach a world with a green and a purple tentacle. All we need is a
hamster and a microwave and we're set.
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All right;, Howard, he's
disbracted, you can
come back how...
Howard? snap out

oP it! We don't

have much time! Ji[ *urgh* Alex? Is that...
hang on, I'm not seeing

straight yet... I...

...Marzos is right
behind me. |3

As should be obvious, I rarely draw characters from directly above, like with Marzos in that
second panel. Drawing characters from different camera angles is something I ought to do more
of, but since a lot of the comic is dialogue-based, the situation doesn't come up often.
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*grumble* You two
rotten little-

"Throw implied object forward". Presumably, there's something we're not seeing that places the
address of the cloak in the appropriate register. No, I'm not going to use consistent
programming metaphors when describing this.
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Oil Watc¢h it vp
there, Ye bearded
nutcase!

This claw o'
yours is rickety
enough without

/|

Okay... this one's I... I would say

stronger than the Marzos lost

rest, and it's not control of the
letbing vp... portal, then.

Och, come on, already!
IP you're aPraid o' your
overblown drill shakin'
apart, lga ¢an ron ofpP
and L'll hauol it vp
Without ya!

|

!
H
B

|
s

UM... look, I would
honestly like to see

MY sister get out of ] Not @ chance, old man! , -
%ms all p%hbl bot That... Might be all o ron o and hide it Then quit that whining

would you say it's We can do. Though a want, I'm bustin’ 0' yours and just sit

it may be too late... / yourselP down and
a good idea to run? Y the wall down meselP! relax already!

Well, it worked. 4ure, sure...

I think. Maybe

We should run
...as 500n as You
¢an tell me WHERE.




This is another comic that had to be split on the physical version. Though, really, I had more
fun with the split this time, re-making the background Rs to splash across both pages. With full
bleed, too! Regardless, this was a really weird comic on the web to begin with, what with the
rumbling noise all through the gutters and straight to the edges of the image. It also made for a
very tall comic, and like we've seen twice in this book already, those do not translate well to the
printed page.

I'll admit that there may be better ways to show two events occurring simultaneously in the
medium of a comic (if it's not clear, the left and right columns are happening at the same time,
with Alex and Howard's part happening sort of around them), but this is the way I chose, and |
like it well enough. Still conveys a sense of growing panic and chaos, and you get the idea
when things are happening. Yay!
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Okay, I don't
know wWhere
we SHOULD be...

But where we
SHOULDN'T be
i right in Pront
oP this thing as
it Palls apart.

behind somethin
stordy! Anything!

A\ (Comeon dustget L
Come on! Just get
g




OW... man, WARN

Me bePore You do '
that, Howard...
' ”

A

o

4

...now, how about
explaining that to
your girlPriend?

She's right
next to...

Alex! Alex!

Woah woah wait:
wait waib wait get
back behind...

N

Get FUNKY!

t
s
W

o,

Um... Howard?
Look, I know she's- =

(A
- areac
VIR
A/
SMACK

ow! All r'ith,
he...

all right, P







Now! Run! I'll try

. , to hold this back,
This isn't getting but I won't be able-

any better. 1
want everyone
out of here now.

Once the portal's collapsed, the darkness should've been removed immediately, both inside the
tower and out in the sky through that window. After all, it's still mid-afternoon or so. Oops.
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What happened up
hereZ The tremors

That totally sovnded
s0ddenly stopped!

like it just... Stopped.

' But... that's

. not, possible.
)

We don't know. It
just sounded like
aNasal Fly.

IP it went wrong, it
should've backlashed
near the one casting it.
Where's the backlash?

But: what: about the
dwarves? Are they
on the way?

Yeah, they were
just starting their
claw when I came
back vp the tower.

And he wouldn't have
taken it down himselP,
he... wait, where did
you say the-

Gotta say, Matt really is just along for the ride at this point.
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That's the third time
today I've had to
- wake Up like that.
I'm getiting
sick OP this...
I swear, this
is NOT why I
came to...

We... we did it/

The portal! It's
closed! We saved
Lineta!

Howard! We did it!
The Hall's saPe!
Marzos is gone!
We can get out of
here and...

As soon as | had the idea for Howard and the Healing Springs in my head, I realized that shot of

Tilly at the end was the only possible way I could pull it off.
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Are you SURE you
have o go straight
through the
center wall?

Ave, lad, soPtest;
point here, and the
treads won't Pit down

the passageways.
Stand back!
-‘

9 Ha ha! Ya see that?
—— . Worked like a charm!

- , pened?
! Did anything...

and Howard B\

@ ) —

4q wn-

7 e

There is absolutely NO evidence that shows what actually happened to Howard. None.

Like the part when Matt finally stabs Stephanie in Chapter Two, this comic came with a click-
through warning beforehand. Also like the other part, in hindsight it was sort of a dumb idea.
I'll stop doing those.
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Welp, climax is over, folks. You had your fun, back to normal panels now.
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L)
I might know a way

E;ﬁlizgt[; ?gig; to help Howard.

S

i

First, a couple words about magic staves: Bull hockey.

Second, a few more, perhaps more descriptive words. Enchanted staves are
considerably uncommon. There is just very little use for them. The ones that
ARE enchanted are generally only used by neophyte mages or non-mages as a
tool with which to cast otherwise trivial or useful spells.

A staff, however, CAN be used as a focusing tool. That is to say, it can help a
mage focus an otherwise overly powerful or confusing spell properly. Staves
being used in this manner are relatively common, but the staff itself generally isn't at all enchanted.
Even at that, the staff doesn't even take on any residual magic from the spells focused through it.

That is to say, no, this won't be as simple a solution as some may think.
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Before I decided that staves are generally not magic in and of themselves, [ had this scene in my
head of Alex finding someone's magic staff, trying to figure out how to invoke its enchantments,
and eventually deciding that holding it like a sniper rifle seemed the most right. That sort of
amused me as a joke, but looking around a bit more after the fact, it seems the concept is taken
seriously in some works. Still, I'm not putting it in the DoM proper.
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*sniPP* W-what.Z

The spring waters... if we can get
Howard directly to their source,
We may be able to save him. But

only if we horry.

I've told wou bePore
that I came Prom
the Healing springs.

Ach... Miss salth?

I don't mean t' walk on Your idea,
but I khow a bit about the springs, too.
The centavrs guardin' the source don't
let just anyone in. specially trained an'
all, divine to boot, on gbfr’or' those worthy
o' Promalle's mercy, they always say.

...it's that they DEFINITELY
remember Marzos.

And they mean really worthy.
They're not gonna care
iP You know ‘em or not...

It's not 50 much that
they might remember
me, Cesol...

This segment of a few comics is, to date, the single instance of any DoM character crying. |
suppose you can probably tell I'm terrible at emotional parts. Doesn't stop me from trying,
though!
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With Marzos's staPP, we might be
able to convince the centaurs to
help. IP they know Howard helped stop

him, they may consider him worthy.

But, we WILL need to
hurry. We need to get
back in Cesol's steam
cart soon.

Your dwarP Priend does have
apoint. The centaurs notoriovsly
don't budge Por much, and even
iP they knew the old guy, they-

I understand what I'm 0p against.
And I'm sorry, I would like to stay

and look more into what hapgened

here and answer questions, but we

don't have Much time.

Someone should be on the
way vp, miss. We'll geb
our Priend in the
arP's cart soon.

APraid all this came vp
awpul quick, an’ I never
ot @ chance t' Pix the
hing. Might bake me
adayorsoto...

Q1! Hold on, that
thing back in
town, y'mean?

Very well. The Medical
Department should be coming
to investigate soon. You two,
Flag them down when they get
to the tower and make sure
they know what to expect.

Please don't ask
vestions, Matt.
lease don't ask

questions, Matt.
Please don't-

Ach, should've known that
heap o' junk was yours!
Aye, the lads and I put it
back together this morning.

'Ere, now! Show some
respect! That "heap o'
junk" got: us here Prom
Landis in under a day!

All right, 5alth,
Something's not
adding up here.

Again, I sort of have a very not-reasonable concept of how much time has passed here. Unless
you assume the main cast has been here a day or two before Alex found Lucien, everything after
Cesol crashed the cart into Lineta Town to now is apparently roughly one day, I guess? Even if
you don't assume that, everything that's happened implies that Lucien, Howard, and Marzos all
happened in one day. So one set of dwarves finished up and started testing a Kroloff Claw and

another set put the final touches on a large drilling machine on the same day, and the latter
group found the time to repair Cesol's steam cart, too.
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You know that even with Cesol's
cart, it ook s a day to get here
Prom Landis, so it'll take even
longer to get to the Springs.

A Pew minutes wouldn't have
mattered to begin with, and you
lknow the Linetan medics will

able to give vs all the time
We need regarding Howard, yet

you're still telling Ehem o hurry.

Something's wrong.

40 Why are You going back,
salth? It's not as if there's
anything there you can't...

Hang on... you came HERE to look
Por some way to seal away
Marzos permanentiy.

And iP you're anxiovs to get
back to the springs...

But that's not the big one. You DID tell
vs HOU came Prom the Healing Springs.
And you also told vs why You lePt and

swore You'd never retorn: Marzos.

Alex might be a bit; distressed to
notice it right now, but I know
you're not, one to suddenly change
your opihion like that. Unless, o
course, You had a reason.

This isn't about Howard
at all, is it?

You covldn't Pind any
answenrs here.

You don't know what
else to do, and you didn't
want Alex ¢atching on.

It's actually genuinely difficult to intentionally write holes in someone's plan that a character
should pick out in-universe. Usually I just screw up along the way, but to actually sit down and
write something that sounds reasonable at first glance but has subtle problems is a lot harder
than it sounds, especially when you, as the writer, know what's wrong with it.
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Matt, you know I care deeply

i You're right. I didn't Pind anythin
about Hov a :2;’,?,"";:;2;;’;:“ in the Founders: Final Books that we

didn't already know over twent
My power £ help yoo. years ago at the prings when v?e

And I AM conPident that the Pirst imprisoned Marzos.
centavrs will at least
listen to vs in this case. We were already dealing with
the most powerPul binding spells
anyone else knew then. Or,
apparently, still knows today.

*sigh* But no, this isn't

about Howard.

But, apparently we
were wrong, and
Marzos eséaped.

Whatever just happened
here, I don't trust it was
enough to keep him down.

I want to summon the obhers
Who sealed him last time and
Pigure out what to do now.

I need to make sure that when
he DOES return, we're ready.

That's why those of s who did it [ePt
the 8prings. since we were the only

ones who knew how the spell went, M |
We wanted to be as Par away Prom it
as possible so we couvldn't break it.

This is one of those comics I had to dig up in Chapter Five when I assembled the group of
people who imprisoned Marzos. I invented a couple more to fill it out, but these two definitely
made it back, though aged a bit. Though, as you'll see later when we get to the Healing Springs,
there's not nearly this much green grass out there as I put here.

take the whole point of making sure Marzos won't come back a bit too seriously.
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f Hey, we're Prom Medical, Alex, I know this E'S terribly
and we just talked with We can aisc%sshgnfs in nare %%%g;ognﬂaﬁngggtg |e?."; !1-?3'
this couple on the way detail [ater. Right now, I have JG Wou | v '
up here... and... A to ask Alex sogmet.hin 1. You it's going to be all right.
should help them with Aoward.

gwere they sgr'i%usbie '
omeone's going to

Healing gpr'ﬂ%ga? % @
\ N . 45

(

A O
. . ‘.” Got his arms?
/ Good, let's go.

.~ v
%@)

J‘ Ah.htheg‘r'e

ere.

But, You have to
tell me one thin%.
This is important.

What happened in here?
Where's Marzos now?

0 _ _ M

Y

I'm terrible at coming up with new hairstyles for characters. I try to avoid the pitfall of "every
character's hairstyle must be outrageous and absurd to tell them apart", but that sometimes leads
to really generic-looking styles. Though, sometimes when I'm trying something new, it just
looks sort of stupid, like with the blond guy in back there.

You might notice some implied questions here. Namely, when is Marzos going to come back?
Will he be different? Still thinking what he did was right? Will he try this same scheme again?
Will he toss that away to instead seek revenge? Yep, those sure are questions, all right! You
have properly identified those sentence structures, boy howdy!
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WITH HELP FROM THE MEDICAL TEAM, THE GROUP
WERE 500N ON THE ROAD, HEADING TOWARDS THE
HEALING SPRINGS WITH HOWARD.

Even travelling along at Cesol's
breakneck speed, it took them
aPew da?s to get to the springs
themselves, going through the
plains of L.andis, the mountain
paths of Terakol, and everything
' else inbetween.

And besides the breakneck
speed itself, it was a Pairly
LneventPul trip. Sorry.

Y'lknow, most people
would choose to end
the chapter around
this point...

I was originally going to end the chapter here, but I realized that Howard's recovery was vital to
what was going to happen in the Springs in Chapter Five, and that recovery had to take a long
time for both atmosphere and plot reasons, so I had to put that off until after his trip up Central
Spiral itself. Otherwise, Chapter Five would've started out by approaching the Springs a day or
two later, the trip up the spiral to revive Howard, getting rooms at June's inn, and then suddenly
everything jumps forward a few weeks. The "jumps forward a few weeks" part seemed better
suited for a chapter break than the "a day or two later" part.

And yes, that IS a bloody mary in Phil's hand. Sometimes I give him actual drinks.
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DAYS LATER, OUTSIDE THE HEALING S?RINGS...—_

Heh heh... look at
that, wouldya?

Oh, come on, the little ...just stop talking and
That's one o' them guys get me every time. keep an eye on it and
dwarp contraptions, Brilliant lot, they are. whatever's IN it...
innit? 2 =
All right, all Right, right, T know,
right, Pine... I'M... Ah, yep,
Right there.

*sigh* I don't know,
ou're the one with
the bleedin’ scope...

That's a body in the cart. Comin'’ Prom Lineta, — . .
Lookin' like they'll want too. Lads out there Isn't that Lady
H think they're... althalus With 'em?

(89

to get to the peak.
" Wait... 'ere now. — .
Hold vp just a sec. LO
L]
: i ‘siﬁh* What
o L s ow?
Goticha. I'll

get: a signal
ready.
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The centaurs were supposed to have something of a kind-of-but-not-quite generic British accent
to them. Maybe slightly weighted towards cockney? Then it turned out I'm terrible at writing
such an accent and they all just sounded like slightly different dwarves.

The proper name of the Springs is the "Healing Springs Of Promalle", Promalle being the
DoM's Goddess of Mercy. The double-upward-triangle is her icon, much like how the Founders
somehow thought the crossed-triangles-with-dots-on-the-side was Lineta's icon (later
generations just accepted that as the Lineta Hall icon). I mentioned this in the Chapter Two
book, about how I tend to make holy icons like that out of simple shapes, usually triangles.
What I'm saying is that the double-upward-triangle icon is going to show up around the Springs
a lot.

Now, as I also mentioned in the Chapter Two book, I don't plan on actually drawing out the
various deities of the DoM. This isn't really a story about gods and goddesses, so there's no real
place for them. Besides, that sort of thing tends to veer way too close to concepts like destiny
and Chosen Ones™ for my liking. Though any time I think of Promalle, I have this image in
my head of a stereotypical friendly Minnesotan grandmother, complete with a teacup and
several layers of blankets and shawls.

Of course, I also had the idea of the DoM's God of Fire being this guy who lives in a volcano,
but he's really irritated by the fact that he doesn't even like fire to begin with, so maybe my
concepts of fantasy deities aren't exactly normal.

I said don't turn to page 181. The dragon doesn't like being poked with a stick. It's rude.
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THE MOUNTAINS OF THE HEALING SPRINGS OF PROMALLE, FRONT SPIRAL

-




Look! On the right side of the spiral! It's Bean Man! Bean Man, everyone! And there's
Captain Spam on the left side of the top row, too!

This took me way too long to plan out, way too long to draw, involved way too many minor
details, and in the end didn't look right at all. Line weights all over the place, really weird
blurring artifacts, the spiral doesn't look all that massive like it's supposed to, I don't have any
idea what's going on with the inner parts of the mountain, it's all just a huge mess. And then I
made it into a wallpaper! And what's more, the best way to put it in this book is to turn it
sideways like this! I had to rethink how I wanted other comics to reach the margins and bleed
lines because of this! It's not even large enough for the bleeds, so I had to ram it down to the
margins so it would look remotely reasonable!

But, there are a few interesting points, at least. One of which is the man in green at ground
level, about to pull the cover off his fruit stand. He's the same guy we're about to see in the next
comic, just going about his day. There's also the fact that, like I said a few comics ago, it's a lot
more of a rocky area than how I drew it in Salth's flashbacks. Not for any real plot reason, I just
felt like this was a better motif for the area and completely forgot I defined it as grassier when I
did the first of the flashbacks in Chapter Two.

Then there's those weird banners with completely unknown glyphs on them. To put it quickly,
those aren't a "language", per se, it's just me coming up with random gibberish for situations
where a scribbly line won't do because we're supposed to actually be able to see whatever it
says.

And, say, who's that walking up the steps in the lower-right? She looks familiar, now...

Though in all reality, she shouldn't have. That's Stephanie in her stage outfit as The Traveler in
The Sinking Castle (see Chapter Five). She really shouldn't be walking around in that oft-stage,
especially so far from the theatre. I didn't have her new street outfit designed yet, so I just used
what I had planned for her on stage. Then again, what wound up being her outfit involved a
large cloak (Stephanie just really likes the cape/cloak look), and then we wouldn't have been
able to notice her at all.
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" i"","l_l"'?

And I'm sure there'llbe
people who'd love to see
Pruit grown with the water

Glad I could Pinally get
back to the springs. Much

easier to grow Pruit down [
©.d 500th, Mareso with 6he A Prom ::gg;g gﬁi'e éb 5 not
ap gpringswater I had shipped “
» » (s X () Q down there.
o ay
S/ovao |
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Por business! \
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You have no idea how satisfying it is to work a good old-fashioned fruit cart crash into a story.

Throughout the comic, I've used numerous different sound effects to represent the noises that
dwarf-made steam engines make. You'd think I would've settled on one by this point, but you'd
be wrong.
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I was ready
that time.

Come on, We have
work to do.

Ignoring for a second the massive error in scale here inside the storage areca of Cesol's cart, |
really hope it's clear that what Salth did was cast a spell that negated the inertial effects of
crashing into the base of the spiral like that. She was prepared after experiencing the first crash

back in Lineta Town.
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Ach, I knew it! I =
knew that dapt K= %
woman never Pixed
the brakes!

Cesol, did your cart
ever have any brakes?

I would much prePer iF we
could get to Central spiral
and start working our way

up bo the source of the
springs at the peak
Pore anybody...

Yes, that's the Linetan icon on the blanket covering Howard. There's probably spare parts inside
Cesol's steam cart that have the Linetan icon on them from when wrenches-as-hair-sticks girl
and her team repaired it. Frankly, they're lucky to have gotten out of Lineta Hall without the
side of the cart getting covered with flyers for local bands.

I like how the fruit stand owner looks like he's just sighing and accepting this turn of events.

After all, he DID put up a fruit stand. You can't just do that and NOT expect something to come
barrelling into it. If you run a business like that, you take your chances.
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Wait, what was that?
7y _Did

That's Lad?

salthalus!

Y-you're back! But
you said you'd never-

You and the others!
Is Marzos back? 1s he?

Please, I'll expiain
laten, I don't-

Why did you return?
Did something happen-

It's Marzos! It has to
be! ghe wouldn't be
back any other way!

Please, I can't-

rHe‘su Pree? How?
The seal You and
the others made-

Oh, gods... oh gods,
Marzos is Pree...
This is bad... bad...

z

= 1

Fzﬂow did he get

Where did You see hiy s

(2althalus? It
15 you!

here are the others?

- W
- ; - None oP them are back...
This can't be happening! ATEATE Fave
others Yrcy on vs,
whlo* \Dack? [osis Pree...
A

) onbil-

Please. I don't have
time. We need to get to
Central spiral. Now.

Since Salth's been away from the Springs so long, I had to make sure that the only people who

would recognize her would look a bit advanced in age (younger people would never have met

her). The exceptions are elves, who don't show age as much and live a lot longer regardless.
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T —
The lot that rushed ye.
A Pair amount of 'em
were callin’' Ea “Lady
salthalvs". And last I
knew, that'd be a title o'
nobility 'rovnd here...

LATER, HIGH UP CENTRAL SPIRAL...

Oi. Might I ask ye
something, 4alth?

*sigh* Yes, bePore I lePt,
I was a titled citizen.
A member of the Healing
aprings Senate.

But it was never that big a i

deal. The 3prings don't need

MUCh governing. Regardless,
everyone knew the senate

Pairly well. The people, the
elders, the centaurs, everyone.

\

An. S0 that's why all '}
the centavrs vp the
trail are lettin' vs
past? They know yaz

No, it's becavse I've got
Marzos's staPP in Howard's
stretcher. The centavrs
never trusted the Senate.

k)

It was just coincidence that

I was one of the ones who

dealt with Marzos. I didn't

want to panic everyone when
I came back, but they

all recognized me.

UM... should we
have known this
ahead oP time?

Confusingly, the term "The Healing Springs" can refer to two different things. By
literal definition, it means the Healing Springs of Promalle; that is, the source of
the healing water itself high atop the Central Spiral, guarded by the Centaur
Sentries of Promalle. However, given the centaurs are tasked with protecting
the source of the Springs from all but those considered worthy, people more
often than not mean the surrounding developed and inhabited area that sprung
up due to the still-useful qualities of the water as it streamed down the

mountain. The centaurs have, over time, learned to deal with these people.
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The surrounding area primarily consists of a series of communities carved into spiral walkways
going up numerous mountains and rock faces nearby. Five of these spirals — the north, south,
east, west, and central ones — are considered the main centers of activity. Each also acts as a
gateway to the area from the harsh mountainous regions nearby, with the South Spiral, also known
as the Front Spiral, being the most-used, mainly because everybody comes in from the south.
Central Spiral, the tallest, contains the actual Springs themselves. And numerous centaurs. And,
at present, our main cast.

Outside of their divine duties, the centaurs aren't half bad of people. They're sort of sticklers to
procedure otherwise, though.

Yes, from now on, any time Cesol has a reason to address Salth, he's going to address her as
some form of "Lady Salthalus", no matter how many times she tries to remind him that's all in
the past and she doesn't really like it anymore. Dwarves in the DoM habitually do that, call
people by their last-known title.

Whenever I draw skies, I've noticed I rarely add clouds unless there's a specific reason for them
to be there. Like, a rainy night, a miserable day, the sort of scene you'd expect to be overcast
will usually be overcast, but otherwise, it's pretty much always going to be a crystal-clear day or
night without even so much as a fluffy white cloud in the sky. I really need to fix that at some
point, just as soon as I decide on how I want clouds to look. I'm kinda certain, though, that I
don't want them to look like the clouds surrounding Central Spiral here. Doesn't help that they
sort of look like how I draw treetops.
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I
AT THE SUMMIT...
Y'know what? I told
that wrong.

Lemme start
again, right?

50 it was some time
last month, then. You
ot the Whole thin
going on in South, right?

Yeah, right
Pight...

— { Bounds like Julie's got someone

trying to get up Bhe spiral.
It's not time Por the priests to
stop by the Springs, is itZ

50 they dragged this bunch
oP dwarves 0p Prom Terakol.
Whole lot oF ‘'em With these
Plamin' things, rightZ They...

7

‘Ere, hold on...

You hear that? 1 [ Eh, Julie's got it.
s e s g S gpoa Wit

can come marchin’ up the people like that.
spiral like this?

You there! Halt!
What business
have you on the...

Hey, now... aren't wou
Laay Saithalus? What're
you deing back here?

I have come seeking an
audience with the
keepers of the Springs.

I'M not here as a Senate
member. 1 lePt the Springs
years age. But I must get

Lo the suMmit. This is urgent.

Yeah, you're right. 60\
anyway, these Plaming
things, rightZ They're not
like the rockets the beach
elves got, rightZ Looks
like they're some twirly
things that they-

el

No, no, that's how you

Pen! OF all people, the Senate tOId Ib LAST biMe. Ot'
e e slowes Me lost right there.
o:paher'e_-’ ?dgn't. know how-_ It's the bWIl"lH bits,

what're you-

Now, that's a bit:
of an odd noise...

Ah, ho Wonder that )
sounded s0 odd. You
never hear her afraid
of moch, now, do you?

Sounded a bit like ' Nope, that you don't.
e Wonder what's coming?
... Y-yeah, ofP
You go, then! Hurry!

Julie s¢reamin’
N

That that that's HIS...
It... how'd you...

in panic, it did.

Yes. Itis. Iwill tell
You again, this is
very important.
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These two actually are supposed to be a weird, sideways reference to something. If you can
figure out who they were intended to resemble before I gave up on it, well, that's really weird,
but congrats all the same. That's all I can say. It's not really an obscure reference, but there are
many, many reasons I rarely draw what are supposed to be actual people. I am absolutely
terrible at it. If I get to a Chapter Five book, there's one group in the J-B Theatre I'll have to
name just so you can see how bad I am at it.

The pikes they're holding are just the same vector object repeated over and over again
throughout all these comics. That was intended to evoke a somewhat unnatural look to them,
what with everything else being either straight lines or my unsteady linework. It didn't work as
well as [ hoped it would.

The viciovs Pike Crab
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IP I might be per'r-’ecz_@ 11
blont, Lady Salth, this This i seriously against
i5 gettin”irritating. protocol Por them. 1P they

— had some way to relal
Yeah, seriovsly, that Mmessages, we wouldn
was the tenth or so

have to keep stopping to explain-
checkpoint up this p stopping 4

spiral...

e I know, I know,
this should be
the [ast one...

'Ere, hold on, I recognize
you... weren't Wou part of
Senate a bib back?

Come ON, already!
] You of all people ought:

to know the rules! It's
nobody but the High-

Yeah, that's Lady
salthalvs. Funny
that, innit?

1 Och, I've heard
= this bePore...

Salth, you really should've just held on to
Marzos's staff the whole way up. I mean, you
had to know you were going to be questioned
over and over again, you just said yourself this
is against protocol and they have no fast way of
relaying information up the spiral, and the staff
is how you're convincing everyone to let you
pass.

What's all this, then?
These are the Healing
Springs of our...
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1 recognize this... the stapP
of that guy that tried to rip
open an obherworld portal.

Where in the bleedin
hell did you get THAT?

" —
I didn't get it.
0

A

escaped and tried again
to stop him bePore anythin

My pupil and her Priend DID. Marzos
portal, but the two of them managed

to open a

g happened.

30 they may have.

And it's a pity shame bheﬁqug
over there died, but that's

still no reason to let 'im into

the springs! Just becavse-

We are NOT here
Por your pity!

We don't know how Marzos got Pree.

I wasn't there when he was trying

Waaaait... where's
this headed?

to open another portal. However, [
they WERE. They're the onlgz1 two who
know what happened there.

two to decide what to do.

IP Marzos was able to get ou
what we did all those years b
I wouldn't put it past him to come

' back again. I intend to suMMon the
others who helped imprison him, and
We May need answers Prom these

t of
ack,

Now, look...

You didn't see anythin
BECAUSE they stoppe
itt BEFORE it happened!

We don't even have any sort
OP prooR any of this happened.
Maybe iP we saw somethin
happening oPP in Lineta Ha
Prom up here, but we can't just-

I guess Lineta Hall isn't really visible from the Springs, despite what the centaurs are saying,

hence why they didn't see the darkness emanating from Sunlit Tower. A throwaway line next
chapter implies that it's most likely visible from Castle Landis, but the Springs are quite a bit

further away. Of course, the centaurs might not have been too concerned about it regardless,
even if they could see it, so they could've just ignored it. They tend to have very specific

priorities, after all.

There are reasons you don't mess with Salthalus, only one of which is her powerful mastery of
magic. She's also quite capable of arguing face-to-face with the divine guardians of the Healing

Springs and not backing down.
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What
oF is that he I5 back and
we HAVE met him. That staPP
didn't just come Prom nowhere.

ou DO have evidence ﬁ

These two were there, and
they're the only two who khow
what happened. You're just

going to have to believe vs.

Uh... yeah,
about that...

And even iP you DON'T believe vs,
you're HOLDING his staPP. He
got Pree once and I don't want
to let it happen again.

You never mentioned
the "answering
questions" part...

You know how dangerous he
i5, and we need all the answers
we can get. Whether you two

like it: or not, we MUST get in
to the Springs.

i

When did that
part work into
the plan?

*Mmumble mumble mumble*
F)UMble mumble®

ﬂ

*mumble mumble*®
*Mmumble mumble mumble®
*Mmumble mumble*®

*Mmumble mumble*
*Mumble®
*Mmumble momble
Mumble®

What did I sign
Howard an
MyselP vp Por?

4 *mumble mumble
MUMble momble*
*momble*
*MmumMble mumble*
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Oh boy! More nonstandard panel layouts that are increasingly difficult to put in the book while
maintaining consistency between pages! What was I thinking (HINT: I was probably thinking I
wasn't ever going to make a book out of this, and therefore layout concerns were a problem for
Future Me to worry about)? Seriously, I really should just do that book-centric Chapter One
remake I've been thinking of for years, just so I know how it feels to plan things out from the
ground up in terms of paper size limitations.

Once in a while I try to toss in subtle character variants and not bring much attention to them,
even if I just go ahead and bring attention to them when I make a book. Like making characters
left-handed out of the blue and keeping them that way. I mentioned in the previous book that I
did that with Alex from the get-go (something I've only screwed up a few times so far), and here
again with the brown-haired centaur and the bladed pike staff thingamajig he's holding. |
dunno, it's nice for variety every so often.

And just for the record, I didn't actually intend for the phrase "centaur sentries" I used in the
footnote a few strips back to work out as well as it does.
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Right,, You can set 'im
OWh thereabouts.

Now, there's vsuvally a lot more
people and a sort 0' ceremony
that goes with this, but with
just you lot, this shovldn't
take that long.

But, we still do have
tradition and all.
Nothin' about the

waters, just the way
we do things here.

LA f
SR )
O, Pron-l-laﬂe, thee 0]‘ Wercy

and compassion, hear us
for one of thy fallen childven,
taken Trom us for a cause far We filei ](01’ tf;’}} mercy
greatey than any of us. o ove wost deserving,
as will be attested to by..

That... that part's a bit: more And S0, t._[_ye. one feﬂeb m t{ e course
Por the procession of assorted

of these events will be taken to the

. (i?\?‘\\?ﬁ;:g;zz ? ngpg‘aal.l g?& b Healing Springs. This o{ne will be
VI [y... I ryies o 1¢ ey ¢ 0 g

Pricets. lot's see. carried by one of is ov ey closest

and wost Oear, one whose [ife he or
Well, turns out that's a lot S[Je Wost EOI—tGEIBb. 40, just one of ya carries
of the preamble. Guess you him. And the doll, too.
Pive are an exception. Nobod And no magic. That'll
else here. 4uppose We ¢an skip Mmess with Ghe waters.
to the main part.

I'm afraid I don't have
the sbr-ength to carry

him without magic, Alex.

He was a lot: closer

/ to You than to me.

I'd never be able t'
hoist 'im over the
side o' the basin!




The chamber containing the source of the Springs and the basin thereof are
actually not that much larger than what is apparently pictured. Regardless, this
is still a nasty perspective error. Sorry.

The Healing Springs Grand Ceremony is, in fact, not really all that long to begin
with, depending heavily on the amount of people the person in question knew.
In a general case, the procession starts at the base of the spiral and works its
way up, owing to the limited space in the Springs chamber itself. Most other
people worthy of the Grand Ceremony each have many people to attest to his
or her worth, though each normally limit themselves to small blurbs. It's all quite dramatic, and the
fact that it, on average, only happens once every few centuries (if that) makes it a real shame the
whole ceremony couldn't be seen here.

The ceremony normally does involve a lot of slow, reverent walking up the spiral, though. That part
is generally not appreciated.

I mentioned this before, but it bears repeating that I do NOT draw characters directly facing the
camera very often. This applies to both body poses and facial expressions. Faces get it the
worst.

If I were drawing this today, I would make the room seem more organic. Or, well, more
mineral, I suppose. [ still tend to think of rooms in terms of right angles from the floor to the
ceiling. This could really benefit from an uneven surface and more giant gems jutting out
randomly.

On the topic of the how the centaurs are reading the ritual, [ had an idea before about a semi-
major character who spoke in standard-issue not-really-accurate olde English. Would've just
been explained as the regional dialect where he's from. I might talk about him in more detail in
a later book, but far as I know, he doesn't fit in with any plans I've got. Shame, really, I kinda
liked his story.
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Good, right, then! And 50, Promalle o Omne wbn bas fa[[en in
Now, proceed to the Mercy), we present ti’;e serwice 0 tbe
thee with one o tby tterment of all and

ildren. in need of thy bealing.

1 ; »
=, = /-] i
j. . . /!
/ o Afyf“

We request tby l‘lTE-l’Cy

upon him, and that

is deered worthy of
it. As it was..

gprings, and I'l
continve reading.

-
~r
® e

Well, I suppose ¥
that's bhe buik of it. )
Congratolations!

*cough*

Alex may be a strong-willed person, but this does not mean she's necessarily, you know,
physically strong and all.

The entire bit about the centaurs deciding to skip parts of the ritual that don't apply to this
situation, as well as Alex struggling to carry Howard's body up to the basin and accidentally
dumping him in, came about as another example of me waaaay overthinking things. At least I

didn't actually write out the entire ritual and slice it apart later.
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30, best goover YUl The 8prings do good job of
and help yoor Priend. _ HEALTNG, 1058 ot RESUVENATING.

The [ad's probably not got much
lePt in 'im right now. Barely
breathing and all that.

' w

Oh, You missed a lot, then!
The priest almost dmwnirlg.
the bird with the girl, the
'Ere now, that almost . dwarves and those Plamey
happened a month or so rocket things...
back with one of the high
priests! Didn't wou hear
about that?

What? No! I just got
oPP holiday a bit ago!

30 hurry vp, get 'im out of
the waters, and make sure
he's going to be all right.

*chuckle*® Yeah, you wouldn't
want to come all the way vp
here just to have 'im drown
in the springs, wouldya?

Right, right... well, you

know how the priests One thing Pirst, do
always come up three I miss EaEﬂ‘_:'THfHG
at a time, right? It was when I'm on holiday?

this one time that...

Um... thanks Por
th' help, lads.

I... guess you can
keep th' staPp.

T
L

SaUN

The centaurs protecting the Healing Springs have a very protracted sense of
time. This is mostly due to their incredible lifespan, easily rivalling that of even
the elves. The implication that the rightmost centaur's holiday/vacation was at
least a couple months long is nothing surprising, especially considering that
their normal guard shifts last for weeks on end. They don't mind.

So here's the deal: I am fully aware that giving a manner by which the dead can be revived
seemingly opens the door to generally making death cheap. I am also fully aware that the
majority of this perception, especially in the world of comics, comes from decades of, let's be
frank here, comics themselves. Plus, for every story made where the writer took the time and
effort to ensure that bringing someone back from the dead has actual, definitive limits and/or
long-lasting consequences, there's easily a hundred or so where it's just a cheap ploy to keep a
franchise dragged out forever, and the latter stories are generally far better-known than those
that make reviving matter. 1 can't really fight that perception. When I write stuff like this, I do
so with full awareness that there is effectively nobody reading comics whose idea of "character
comes back to life" isn't tainted by preconceived notions in some way.
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That's why I made it quite clear that this doesn't happen often and that, except in legitimately
unbelievable circumstances, the centaurs WILL stop it from happening. It's also why the waters
revive but don't rejuvenate, thus putting Howard in a coma for several weeks, and, in Chapter
Five, waking up to horrifying discomfort and dizziness with disconcerting gaps in his memory
around the point he was killed, all of which led to what happened at the end of that chapter. Add
to that the fact that Salth has now made it clear to everyone involved that Howard's going to be
peppered with questions as soon as he's recovered, and this is less a glorious event than it
sounds. So, "perfectly" reviving the dead in the DoM is a rare occurrence, a not-at-all pleasing
one, and it leaves a lot of problems for both the victim and loved ones to come to terms with, is
what I'm saying. And I'm not even getting into necromancy yet. That gets ugly. Give it time,
we'll get to that, too.

Though, the part about the centaurs stopping people from getting into the springs isn't perfect,
after all. We know this, of course, having read Chapters Four and Five already (did I mention I
was assuming you did?), but it sounds like the black-haired centaur will be relating the story of
"the bird with the girl" in due time...

The upshot of all this is, if there somehow winds up being an adaptation of the DoM that

involves people freely and easily being brought back from the dead with no repercussions, you
can rest assured I didn't sign off on that part.
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BACK pOWN CENTRAL SPIRAL...

I know. When we were in
Lineta Hall, I didn't tell you
We would be expecting to
question You and Howard.
I'M sorry to suddenly
spring that on you.

We'll get: Howard a room
somewhere in one oP
the spirals. He'll need
a lot oP rest.

Howard moreso, as he
won't even know onbil
he's Pully recovered.

Um... about what you
told the centaurs...

Just... you're not
planning any more
surprises for vs,
right?

I'm also sorry I ePPectivel
used Your emotions like that.
But as I said, you two ARE the

only ones who knew what
happened in the tower, and for
the sake of everybody, we

Wwill need that infFormation.

Icanonly
hope not at
this point. }

I'd have more to say here if I hadn't already discussed Salth's growing obsession with making
sure Marzos is stopped for good. Instead, maybe I should remind myself to look through what
I've written and count how many times I use "actually", "really", and "a bit" as intensifiers, as
well as overuse of the phrase "more or less" and starting sentences with "so", "I mean", or

variants on the phrase "I like <something shown in this comic>". I'll probably be disappointed!
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I got: most of it cleaned
before you woke up, but 1
couldn't reach the key, so-

Well, yes, but I thought
I AN INN SOMEWHERE ON EAST SPIRAL... s Eepb st o t.igat

in their rooms, not out
here. When did they-

Huoh. That one room kep
DID wind vp here. How'd
that happen?

Oops... hang on,
arriet, we've got
customers.

LY W\
(€2
- abeer o8 werk to Sioep

lot worse.

gy !

== ©

Don't You remember
last mghb's crowd,
une? l

A

/
L V)

Oh, my. What 8
happened to him? |

a

The... the 3prings? You...
oL mean direct[g Prom
the dprings? How'd he...

..- '
Hil My nameis ||
June, and wele-

Um...it's a
long story.

—
/]
! o
Ach, ¢an we please not

explain? Alot oP it involves
this stick we were never quite
Pond of to begin with...

—{ He just got back Prom
the dprings. We're

going to need a Pew

rooms Por a while.

Meet June, our main cast's host for Chapter Five, and her doll, Harriet! She oddly didn't go
through too many revisions before I got her look nailed down; somehow, "deep-red-haired girl
with green clothing and giant glasses" seemed the most logical choice for an innkeeper. She got
a couple other outfits later and I fiddled around a bit with the length of her hair, but the look
she's got now just worked quickly.
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Our Priend HAS been We may be here a while, but
op Central Spiral, yes. it's important bhat he be allowed
t's a long story, but to rest. Once this is all over,

We generally try to keep a
room open Por emergencies,
50 it shovldn't be a problem. J

he's going to need time \ n assun u'il i
to recover Prom what Feana by 512%’9?1239 'geb paid

happened.

Thanks. Could you also
go get Presh sheets? I'll
help them to the room.

Oh, I'm sorry. This is
Harriet. I know, a ot of 1t's more that this
people are a bit put ofP i one dollmage I know
When they Pirst see an has a... less-than-
animated doll... cooperative doll...

I hope nobody's actually measuring the sizes of all these panels, because I really don't have any
answer as to why the lower three panels on the previous page are taller than most.

I made June a dollmage for a variety of reasons. Having an assistant for innkeeping work seems
like a logical idea, but really, I wanted another dollmage character besides Howard, and, more
importantly, I wanted someone whose doll was actually cooperative, unlike Tilly. So what you
see here is more or less what a dollmage-doll relationship SHOULD look like.

&
2,
o

)
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IP You don't mind
Mme saying, I don't
quite recognize
You as a Senate
Member...

But I can assure you,
they will remember me,
and they will reimburse
you Por our stay here...

It was a long time
ago, I'm aPraid. Lady
salthalus, iP that
name's Pamiliar.

We %eb problems like this once in
a while. Accidents higher up the
4piral, mountainside injuries, the
occasional case of exhavstion Prom
|~ tourists who aren't used to the thin
[ \_air. Don't worry, You can pay later.

O\

Oh, like I said,
it's not a rush...

d

1 2

There's a Pew things

|‘th\e Pour og ue‘a neAe[d =
- 0 go over Pirst. Alex
All right.. Thank I andgCesoI are waiting.

And I'm also a dolimage,
you, June. We'll

)

l‘)}

50 I know to take care
oP his doll. He'll be just
Pine here. And, we have
a couple rooms Por the
rest of you, too.

get our gear Prom
Southern spiral.
Come on, Matt.

\ |

head back and
I

Note that in this case June is actually trying to light something that will continue burning
without her input, rather than summon a ball of light. Hence the flame. Yes, as I've mentioned
before, magic light is among the easiest of spells to cast and maintain in the DoM world, but
even at that, sometimes a mage doesn't feel like keeping track of it and just lights a candle.

I never really gave it much thought until now that June seems to be taking Salth on her word
that she was a member of the Senate. Though I suppose in a place like the Healing Springs,
they would tend more towards trusting others and helping out people first and worrying about
things like that later. Or maybe there's reasons people don't go around impersonating former
Senate members in an attempt to scam free services out of local businesses. Maybe some
people just aren't jerks for once, ever think of that?
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The Senate will only help
s to a point With room
and beard. You will most
likely need to get short-
term jobs.

We're going to be here Por
a while. I'll contact a courier
to get @ message back to
Phinn. She should be able to
take care of our things back

Even aPter Howard recovers,
it'll be a while before I can

home in the meantime.

=,
Yeah... I don't even bhink
the elves remember the [ast |
time that happened. He's U
probably got 4 lot of neat |

k. stories to tell...

————

Oh... yeah, yeah. Ijust
remembered, there's
something I Porgot to
mention Eo dJune. T'll

be right back.

But Por right now, we
need Lo get our sLuPP
Prom Southern Spira
It shovid stillbe there 1 ______ | L
ﬂndhe'sanar.her'dnﬂma%.
T'd love to know What ki
of doll that is.

Very well,
please hurry.

And e is kinda |
cute, boo.

—

N
“"‘k

Is e\rer'gbhing
all right, Alex

Yeah, there's not
Mmany other dolimages
up in the Springs.

L — —
T

."‘}M

{ *sigh* Yean...

e,

), T

<
.
~a

There's the implication here that sending a message back to Landis will take some time. Similar
thing as back at the beginning of the chapter: This is a medieval world with a lot of medieval
limitations (but not all of them), so there's going to be a lack of instantaneous global
communication. [ try to stay out of Flintstones-like "it's really the modern world, just with a
bunch of magical stand-ins for things that didn't exist back then" conveniences. I mean, there's
an old webcomiccing friend of mine who did that in his comic, and it's not like I'm down on him
or his work because of it, and it's not like I'm all that perfect in that myself, but I just prefer
avoiding it when I can.

What isn't clear, however, is why Salth didn't contact a courier at Lineta Hall before they left.
Maybe she just wanted to get the address where they'd be staying first?
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Hey, June? I just

MeMber-ed something.

It's Alexandria. Or 4ure, Alex!
Alex. Listen, there's What is itZ
something I Porgot to

Mention about our

Priend over there...

YesZ And...I'm
sorry, I didn's
catch your name...

interesting?

Y-yeah. I'l
go With bhat.

%

Neat thing to remember: If you plan on threatening someone,
what you want to avoid doing is threatening them with their
own talents, unless you are completely confident you are
insurmountably better than they are at it. If you're only
slightly better at what they do, you're doing nothing more
than angering them and driving them to be that extra bit
better to get back at you. No, what you want is to use a
talent you feel they lack, one that catches them off-guard,
something they wouldn't be able to learn and catch up with
in reasonable time. Hence, Alex is going more physical
here, rather than magical as one may expect.

206



50, HOWARD IS NOW SAFE IN THE ALEX, MATT, AND CESOL ARE NOV -
CLOSELY~-MONITORED HANDS OF J UNE. GETTING READY FOR A LONG STAY
IN THE HEALING SPRINGS...

..WHILE SALTH IS TRYING TO GET THE
MESSAGE OUT TO THE OTHERS WHO
IMPRISONED MARZOS YEARS AGO.

And that's where I
brought: Chapter
Three to a close.

Okay, NOW we're done with the chapter! Yay! Chapters Two and Three were easily the longest
I've done yet (well, depending on how you count it, Chapter One is probably longer). Chapter
Four was a shorter run of side stories and such, but we'll get to those in time. Thanks for
reading this entire thing, unless you started here near the end of the book for some reason, in
which case the narrative structure of my gratitude makes no sense!

Oh, and the cup on my desk fully reads "Carowinds 2008". Carowinds is an amusement park on
the North/South Carolina border. A couple friends and I visited it that year. Fun times.
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APPENDIX A:
HOLIDAY AND OTHER BONUS STRIPS




I really don't think you're
dllowed to do this three
strips into the new chapter.

Quiet. sunday was the
anniveraary of the [avnch
oP the Do/

It was three qear-s ago that I
started pub ie»hinF the odd
¢haracters and plots that,

with any [uck, at least someone
has come to know and love!

And, it was about two Years

bePore THAT that I started tossing
ideas around in my head Por all
this nonsense!

And, it's been about one
year since you started
Missing updates you'll
probably never make vp.

Indeed! Enjoy the
next year!

Yes, I did this three strips into the chapter. Yes, I was already missing updates at this point. And
yes, I still haven't really made up for said missed updates. Ah, well. That's what happens when
you get a full-time job, I guess. I also stopped doing full-strip anniversary things around this

point, both because I was missing a lot of updates

and because | was running out of anniversary
jokes to make. There was the one-panel anniversary thing later in the chapter, but that's about it.

Also, when did I get a finger? I'll try not to let that happen again.
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"4corvy old salt”, arr...

O But it be a Pair sentiment.

I been on th' seas Por a length
o' time longer than most new
swabbies have been alive.

That be a strange choice
o' words Por a pointy-eared
Porestlubber like he to vse...

Me work calls me, though,
and this tome be all I needs,
iP the reputation o' the sailors
bePore me be correct.

...shiver me timbers! They
Wwere trying to take the
alcohol out o' our POMZ

And as I know the ancient

voodoo texts they wrote
in, the [ad what got me
this could sink with-

By the seven seas!
hat manner of
madness is this?

Arr, t'were International Talk Like A Pirate Day yet again, me hearties! This here comic be what
was flyin' atop the mast the day prior, so here it be in piratical form. And "forestlubber" be a
great term, I has to put that in me vocabulary more often.
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I always Pelt they were
drastically over*r:eactin%. You can't just rush ahead with
As I am directly tied to the somebhing like this! Yoo might

portal, I am the most at have some of the Founders'
risk of harm... notes, but Yoo don't have all
the experience and resources
This is very bad. they did!

| Extremely bad.

However, another diPPerence
is Par more important:

The Founders are gone.

When writing Marzos's lines in the real strip, [ swear | had a hard time resisting doing this. It's
worth noting that the meme in question was still relatively fresh at the time. The weird part is
that it still works.
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Well, you're Pinally done
with that chapter. Hey, I
know what we can do! Let's
go over everything that's
happened since you STARTED
that mess!

Y'know, I'd moch
rather not...

On, no, it'll be great.
Let's see...

You both started AND completed
our Master's Degree work, got
ung up with Punding going Por a
Doctorate, got a job, and moved to

kentucky -- kentucky, of all places...

I got My undergrad degree and moved
to Ohio to work on My higher Physics
degrees and eventually went oPP to

the LHC, AND I got: engaged...

For more perspective, I think
the Linux kernel went through
an entire version release Prom
Z.4.X bo 2.6.X, You've gone through
two desktops and two laptops...

You've had a couple guest strips
waiting in storage Por years,
one of Which is @ response to

a review of your comic which I'm

not even sure is still online...

Okay, you can
be quiet now.

This comic went up immediately after the proper end of the chapter. Every single last one of
these things was completely and entirely true (including my brother doing postgrad work at the
Large Hadron Collider, interestingly enough). I took a REALLY long time getting that chapter
done. Like, seriously. Way too long. But, you know that already if you actually try to keep
track of the comic. I mean, how long did that one comic with me using my tablet and setting

my laptop on fire stay up while I worked on this book?

213



214



APPENDIX B:
VARIOUS ODDS AND ENDS |
DOODLED ON MYy TABLET WHILE
CoMINGg U?P WITH OTHER
SRETCHES IN THIS Book
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When I made the standard ASCII art
cow for the writing rock's kernel
panic sketch, I wondered how hard it
would be to make an ASCII art nasal
fly. Turns out, not that hard.
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I made this after | wrote a few comments about how the DoM's magic system is vaguely based
on computing, but ultimately didn't have the room to put it near any point where I mentioned it.
Still got to use this version of Howard for the ATZ joke, though.
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This was the original draft of that one sketch
of Phinn's winter outfit. I redid it into a
talking pose when I realized all I did here
was basically draw a square with Phinn's
head on top of it.
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Teevor Turdvcken?

I had to at least TRY. Maybe next time I'll
come up with a few pages of The Tales of
Trevor Turducken and the Teutonic Terror of
Tannhauser. Suki Sashimi will have to wait
until later.

I have no idea how to properly sketch a cartoon accordion.
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OUTRODUCTION

I wasn't kidding in the intro when I said it was fun putting these books together. Really.
Despite the issues I mentioned there, plus a few extra ones specific to my own strange manner
of artwork and layout (i.e. having to redo all the text from before I started using Inkscape, then
redoing all the other text anyway to maintain consistency), there's always that nice little thrill
seeing everything come together and eventually winding up as a book I can hold in my hands.
And, in spite of the delays it causes on the actual comic, I hope you enjoy it, too.

Like I said in the first book, I didn't really know what my few readers wanted in a book, I
wasn't sure | knew, either, and it turns out I still don't truly know. All I've got is something that
looks right to me, and I figure that, hopefully, if you like my comics to begin with, you'll like
these books, too. Was worth a shot, at least. Am I repeating myself too much? I can swear I
said this in the last book, too. I guess I'm not really all that eloquent.

Anyway, thanks for putting up me once again as | ran off for a while to make a book. I'm
glad someone out there likes it, at least. Who knows? Maybe at some point I'll make that
completely-redrawn Chapter One book I keep talking about. This book was originally a proof
of concept that I can do some work with a tablet, and I've since switched to making comics
entirely that way so there's hope. That might take a lot longer, though. Regardless, I'm not done
yet. There's still way too many stories I've got in my head for the DoM world. In fact, if you'll
excuse me, [ need to finish up Chapter Eight. It was a really rough year last year. Cheers!




GPECIAL THANKS

Thanks to Robin Armstrong, Chris Paluszek, Dave Perry, Walter Shumate, and Laura
Taylor, among others, for putting up with me dumping sketches, layouts, test PDFs, and other
things on them repeatedly as I put everything together for this book. Especially Laura, since she
helped with some of the major layout issues with the really tall comics. So, the story about the
concert in Vancouver basically goes that Laura asked around if anyone wanted the spare tickets
she had for a Jonathan Coulton concert (his first in Vancouver, in fact; with Paul and Storm as
his opening band, appropriately). Turns out she was understandably just asking her local
friends, really, but since I showed interest and they didn't, [ wound up on my way to Vancouver
(from central Kentucky) for a JoCo concert. It took me a few days of planning and darting
around to renew my passport before I realized that this concert was conicidentally during the
2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics. Once I noticed that and got into town, it was a surreal
experience, let me tell you, but man was it a lot of fun hanging out with Laura and walking
around downtown while it was all set up for the games. Anyway, where was 1?

Thanks also to the respective teams behind GIMP, Inkscape, Scribus, and, new to the
suite of tools I keep around for this sort of thing, Krita, for comic production, vector imaging,
book layout, and tablet sketching, respectively. Despite some... minor historic animosity
between GIMP and Krita, the two programs were soon working together in my artistic
workflow whether they liked it or not, providing comics and tablet work for all.

And, thanks again to Nicholas Knight for co-writing the website-updating script I use and
turning control of it over to me so I could keep it current. I have not kept it current since 2008.
I'll also thank him for hosting the comic itself and hope that putting ~100MB PDFs up for
download doesn't burn his hosting too badly.

And of course, thanks to you, the people out there who read what I make and consider
yourselves fans (or who just had this handed to them and hopefully might become fans), even
with all the delays and slowdowns. I really couldn't do any of this without you. And this time, |
DID figure out who made the TV Tropes entries for the DoM! And it wasn't me! Besides that
one entry in the Pure Magic Being page. That... that actually was me. Sorry.
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